 EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

DIVISION OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND MODERN LANGUAGES
COURSE SYLLABUS—ONLINE DELIVERY
NUMBER OF COURSE:


Economics 370

NAME OF COURSE:


History of Economic Thought
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:


This course examines the historical foundations of modern economic thought.  The focus will be on the 
writings and ideas of major schools of thought and economists from the Mercantilist School to Adam 
Smith to John Maynard Keynes and up through contemporary times.

CREDIT HOURS:

5 credits

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Colleen F. Johnson

Ackerman 202F; 962-3340; cjohnson@eou.edu 
TIME AND PLACE:
TBA, by quarter
REQUIRED MATERIALS:

1. Brue, Stanley. The Evolution of Economic Thought.  7th edition.

2. Heilbroner, Robert L. The Worldly Philosophers.

PREREQUISITES:




None

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1) Identify and explain the tenets associated with the different schools of economic thought.

2) Identify the major individuals associated with the different schools of thought as well as their contributions.
3) Identify and explain the major economic ideas in the different school of thought along with their development over time.
4) Provide a critical analysis of the role of history in the development of current economy theory.
GENERAL EDUCATION CATEGORY AND OUTCOMES (SSC):

5) Content Knowledge:  Demonstrate increased vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a breadth requirement.

6) Critical Thinking:  Identifies and explains issues, recognizes contexts and assumptions, acknowledges multiple perspectives, evaluate evidence to reach conclusions.

7) Cultural and Behavioral Understanding:  Demonstrate reflective knowledge and analytical judgments about the self, other cultures and human behavior.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:


Homework.........................100 points

Research papers (2)..........100 points each

Final.................................. 100 points

TOTAL............................. 400 points

GRADING POLICIES

All assignments will be graded on a point scale and at the end of the term, all awarded points will be totaled and then letter grades will be assigned on a traditional scale (90%, 80%, 70%, etc).  

MEANS OF ASSESSMENT:
Homework—Outcomes 1-3, 5
Paper #1—Outcomes 2, 6-7
Paper #2—Outcomes 3, 6-7
Final—Outcomes 4, 7
STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination of supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University—or a combination of these.  Please see Student Handbook at:

http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
STATEMENT ON AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234.  Telephone:

962.3081

SYLLABUS PREPARED BY:

Dr. Colleen F. Johnson

June 2008
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DEADLINE SCHEDULE FOR ECON 470

	ONE-TERM

COMPLETION
	ASSIGNMENTS
Dates in red apply to one-term completion
	TWO-TERM COMPLETION

	WEEK 5


	Homework questions
Due by Friday July 24
	WEEK 10

	WEEK 7

	First paper
Due by Friday August 7
	WEEK 14

	WEEK 9

	Second paper
Due by Friday August 21
	WEEK 18

	FINALS WEEK

	Final
Due by Monday, August 31
	FINALS WEEK


ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE TO THE INSTRUCTOR BY THE DEADLINE SPECIFIED IN THE SYLLABUS.  THE DEADLINE IS CONSIDERED THE FRIDAY OF THE WEEK THE ASSIGNMENT IS DUE.  LATE WORK, IF ACCEPTED, WILL BE DOWNGRADED.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
The homework consists of end-of-chapter questions from Brue, but you should use the information from both Brue and Heilbroner to answer them.  Your homework should be word-processed and you should type the question along with the answer.

Ch. 1: #5




Ch. 14: #1, 10

Ch. 2: #2, 4, 6




Ch. 15: #1, 3

Ch. 3: #3, 7, 8




Ch. 16: #4, 5

Ch. 4: #1, 3




Ch. 17: #9

Ch. 5: #1, 5, 11




Ch. 18: #3

Ch. 6: #3, 4




Ch. 19: #2, 6, 8

Ch. 7: #2, 3




Ch. 20: #1

Ch. 8: #2, 9




Ch. 21: #2, 8

Ch. 9: #4




Ch. 22: #8, 9

Ch. 10: #2, 6, 8




Ch. 23: #6

Ch. 11: #8




Ch. 24: #2, 9

Ch. 12: #1




Ch. 25: #1, 4

Ch. 13: # 3

RESEARCH PAPER–BIOGRAPHY
This will be a 10-12 page paper on a noted economist.  You should provide a short (2 pages) biographical sketch, but the majority of your paper should concentrate on the contributions made by this individual.  You should discuss the value of his or her contributions during the individual’s lifetime as well as how they have endured the test of time.  The following economists are approved for this paper.  If you are interested in an economist not on this list, of which there are plenty (!), please check with me before writing your paper.

Adam Smith





Vilfredo Pareto

Thomas Malthus




John Maynard Keynes

David Ricardo





Paul Samuelson

Karl Marx





Joseph Schumpeter

Alfred Marshall





Milton Friedman

Joan Robinson





Gary Becker

John Hicks





Robert Lucas

Thorstein Veblen

John Kenneth Galbraith

RESEARCH PAPER–THEORY
This will be a 10-12 page paper that focuses on the development of a major economics idea, principle, theory, or theme through time.  Listed below are some possible topics.  You are to pick one and discuss it in terms of when, why, and how it developed; its significance; reasons for its rise and decline; and how it changed over time.  If there is a topic not on this list that you would like to research, please check with me first.

Labor theory of value

Iron law of wages

Utility

Marginal productivity

Division of labor

Opportunity cost

Perfect competition

Monopoly

Monopolistic competition

Malthusian doctrine

Comparative advantage

Dialectical materialism

Surplus value

Pareto optimality

Long wave theory

Supply-side economics

Invisible hand

Dear Econ 370 student,
Just a couple of comments concerning the course requirements.  The texts and homework should be self-explanatory.  Although Brue and Heilbroner cover basically the same material, they each emphasize different individuals and ideas.  You should find these two works complementary and you should use both in answering the homework questions.  Please remember to word-process your answers and to include the question.

I expect a reasonable amount of independent research on both of your paper topics.  Brue provides additional readings, both books and articles, at the end of each chapter.  These might be a good source of information.  In addition, Palgrave’s Dictionary of Economics is also a good beginning source.  Many college and university libraries have Palgrave’s in their reference collection.  As with all research papers, this is to be your own work.  Appropriate bibliographic citation is necessary.  If you have any doubts or questions about writing research papers, you should consult Kate Turabian’s Student’s Guide for Writing College Papers, or any standard style book.
The final will consist of one very general essay question concerning what you learned in the course.  It is not a “trick” question.  Your research papers and the homework questions should provide you with adequate examples for your final essay.  The final is to be taken online and it does have a 2-hour time limit.  The exam will be posted on Blackboard, under Course Assignments, and you will submit it to me via Blackboard as well.
Since your graded work is all written, it will be evaluated on content, style, and mechanics.  Again, all work is to be word-processed.  Please note the deadline schedule and follow it.  
Finally, please feel free to phone or email me with any questions.  My office hours change from quarter to quarter, but I do have an answering machine and I do check my email on a regular basis, so I should be able to return your message fairly quickly.

I hope you enjoy the course.  The history of economic thought is a fascinating story and provides a framework with which to view, understand, and criticize modern economic thought and practice.

Sincerely,

Colleen F. Johnson

Colleen F. Johnson

Professor of Economics

Phone:  541.962.3340

Email:  cjohnson@eou.edu
