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Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus
Course Prefix:
ECON 345

Course Title:

Economics of Development

Credit Hours:

Five [5]
Catalog Description:  
This class will introduce students to the process of economic development.  Through reading and discussion, we will learn how to use basic graphs, theory, and data to explore how development is measured, why some countries and regions have developed while others have not, wealth inequality, institutions, foreign aid, and trade.
Instructor: 
Peter Maille 



Office Location:  Ackerman Hall, 202B
Office Phone: 962-3371

Email:  pmaille@eou.edu
Office hours – Varies by term
Time and place of the course: TBD
Required Text:  
"The Elusive Quest for Growth: Economists' Adventures and Misadventures in the Tropics" by W. Easterly, published by MIT Press, paperback edition published in 2002. 
Prerequisites:  none
Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

· Discuss the dominant approaches to development economics using the appropriate language, intuition, and empirics.
· Define the key terms related to development economics such as GDP, international trade, and production possibilities.
· Use basic tools including scatter plots, bar graphs, and summary statistics.

Course Requirements:  
Grades in this class consist of 9 weekly in-class assignments and two exams.  The assignments will be based on class readings and in-class discussion.
Grading Policies:  
The letter grades for the course will be as follows: A = 90% and above, B = 80-89%, 
C = 70-79%, D= 60 to 69%, F = less than 60%.  In addition a “+” or “-“ may be used in borderline cases, for example, 69% may get a C-, or an 89% a B+.
Means of Assessment:  
This is an introductory class in development economics.  As such the emphasis is on understanding concepts and tools of the field.  Students will gain an understanding of these concepts and tools through reading, discussion, and exercises.  Students will be assessed based on their ability to use information from readings and class discussions to answer questions during in-class assignments and on the exams.  
Statement on Academic Misconduct:  
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Tentative Course Outline:
	Topic
	     Activities

	Week 1

	Course introduction  
Introduction to growth models
A growth oriented approach
	Discussion/Readings
· Intro to development economics

· Perkins chap 4 

· Solow growth website 

Exercise:  Apply growth website to development cases
Discussion/Readings
· Easterly Ch 1 

· Sen Ch 1 and 2 

· Exercise: Develop and present  scatter plot 

	Week 2

	The investment route

The social problem route


	Discussion/Readings
· Sachs Ch 13 (pgs 244-259) 

· Easterly Ch 2 and 3 

· Bauer Ch 5 (pgs 43 – 47) 

Exercise:  Investment as reflected in growth models 
Discussion/Readings
· Sachs (pgs. 64 – 66) 

· Easterly Ch 4 and 5 

· Sen (pgs. 127 – 129) 

Exercise

· What would graph of the two revolutions in Easterly look like? 

· Represent in growth models.
· What is the link between education and population growth, and the growth models?

	Week 3

	The government reform route 


	Discussion/Readings
· Easterly Ch 6, and 7 

Exercise:  Aid versus development scatter plot
EXAM 1

	Week 4

	On incentives, luck, and governance
	Discussion/Readings
· Easterly Ch 8 (pgs. 145-155, 168-169) , and 9, 

· Bauer Ch 1

Exercise:  Develop opposing narratives 
Discussion 

· Easterly Ch 10 and 11

· North, Ch 1 and 2

· Bauer Ch 5 (pgs 47 – 51)

Exercise:  Drawing from Easterly, North, and Bauer, provide three examples where luck and governance supported and impeded economic growth.   



	Week 5

	Institutions, resources, and more incentives
	Discussion/Readings
· Easterly Ch 12

· North chap 11

Exercise:  Drawing from Easterly and North, provide three examples where institutions and natural resources supported and impeded economic growth.   

	Week 6

	Getting institutions right
Getting culture right
	Discussion/Readings
· North Ch 12 

· Sen pgs. 153 – 159 

· De Soto – pgs. 177 – 199

Exercise:  Evaluate and apply indicies of freedom to development.  
Discussion/Readings
· Easterly chapter 13

· Gladwell Chapter 6, 8 

Exercise:  Reconcile Gladwell chapter 9 with the in/ability of peoples to alter their culture.

	Week 7

	Getting trade right
Getting aid right
	Discussion/Readings
· Perkins et al Chapter 19 

· Bauer pgs. 63 – 72

Exercise: Scatter plot of free trade versus development
Discussion/Readings
· Easterly Ch 14

· Bauer Ch 5 (pgs 51 – 52)

Exercise:  Critique the USAID and the WB development strategies
EXAM 2

	Week 8

	Regional development introduction, measures, and models 
 
	Discussion/Readings
· Web Book Ch 1.1, 1.2, 12.2, 12.3 

· Cushing and Rogers
· Mueser and Graves, conclusion p 194-195.  

· Laffer Ch xx

· Easterly Chap 8 (pgs 155-169)

· Jacobs

Exercise:  Freedom index by state
Discussion/Readings
· Economic base theory 

· Strategic cities  

· Porter on clusters

· Todaro pgs. 327-329
Exercise:  Use City Data website to characterize our region and to develop a development status assessment tool.


	Week 9

	Comparing two regions

	Discussion/Readings
· The similarities and differences between West Virginia and Eastern Oregon
Exercise: Produce a white paper to communities in Eastern Oregon that draws from the WV experience, and elaborates a development approach

	Week 10

	Local development approaches and measures

Local development project appraisal


	Discussion/Readings
· Dove (NYT) 

· Ford Found 

· Community Preparedness for Site Development  

· UC Economic Development Corporation website

Exercise:  Review local development project and apply assessment criteria Discussion/Readings
· Characterize a community in NE Oregon

Exercise:  For a given site, develop and justify a project on economic development grounds.

	FINAL EXAM: 


Syllabus Prepared by Peter Maille, November, 2009.
