Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Division of Science and Mathematics

Course Syllabus
Number of Course:  BIOL 350

Name of Course:  Animal Behavior

Catalog Description:
  Evolutionary approach to the proximate and ultimate causes of behavior, including instincts and learning, sensory perception, behavioral control and organization, and the adaptiveness of behavior.

Prerequisites:  A majors-level introductory biology sequence.
Credit Hours:  4

Professor, office, phone, e-mail, office hours:
Laura Mahrt, BH 303F, 962-3022, lmahrt@eou.edu 

      MF 9:00am-10:00am and TTH 3:00pm-4:00pm
Time and place of Course:  Badgley Hall 311 at 8:00-8:50am MTTHF
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  Animal Behavior: Mechanism, Ecology, Evoultion 5th edition by: Drickamer, Vessey, Jakob
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1.
Describe the relative importance of genes and the environment in the development of behavior.

2.
Identify the benefits and disadvantages of learned behaviors and instincts.

3.
Define and give natural examples of various types of learning.

4.
Describe how scientists approach the study of the evolution of behavior.

5.
Discuss the various components of optimal foraging.

6.
Discuss and give examples of adaptations for avoiding being eaten.

7.
Differentiate between home range and territoriality and between homing, migration, orientation, and navigation.

8.
List the resource requirements necessary for territoriality to evolve.

9.
Identify factors that affect territory size.

    10.
Describe how animals use different environmental cues to find their way.

    11.
Differentiate the mating strategies of males and females and the reasons for the differences.

    12.
Differentiate between promiscuity, monogamy, polygyny, and polyandry and the conditions that lead to each type of mating system.

13. Describe the foraging, antipredator, and reproductive benefits and disadvantages of living in groups.

14. Complete the upper-division UWR outcomes with a minimum C- grade requirement

Course requirements : 3 in class lecture exams
Grading Polices: Grades are assigned according to the following scale:

A:  (90% - 100%)

B:  (80% -  89%)

C: (70% -  79%)

D:  (60% -  69%)

 






F:   (0% -  59%)
Means of Assessment:  There are three exams including the final exam.  Each exam is worth 75 points (69% of grade).  Most test questions will require a paragraph or two to answer, but some may call for longer answers; there are no objective questions (multiple choice, true-false, matching, etc.).  There is a research paper that involves a complete and thorough literature review emphasizing research that has been undertaken since 1990.  This research paper is worth 100 points (31% of grade).
Brief Outline of Course:
1.    History

2.   Sensory Systems

3.   Stimuli

4.   Learned Behaviors

5.   Imprinting

6.   Biological Clocks

  Exam1

7.    Orientation

8.    Communication

9.    Hormones

10.  Evolution

  Exam 2

11.  Social Behavior

     
  Exam 3

General Education Category and Outcomes:  N/A

University Writing Requirement Outcomes: 

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  
· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents.  

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.  

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.  

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor. 

Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 

suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: Laura Mahrt  January 2009
