EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

READ 594:  Young Adult Literature
Online Distance Education Delivery Mode, Blackboard

3 credit;  ten-week duration

Course Description:  

This graduate course introduces teachers to the world of adolescent literature. Theoretical concepts and practical aspects will be explored.

Prerequisites: 

Graduate standing and a willingness t o learn about young adult literature
Texts:

Lesesne, T. (2003). Making the Match: The Right Book for the Right Reader at the Right Time: Grades 4-12. Stenhouse Publishers  ISBN 1571103813

Instructor:
Carol Lauritzen, Ph. D., Professor of Education



Zabel 242, School of Education and Business, Eastern Oregon University





One University Blvd., La Grande, OR 97850



phone:  541-962-3557, 



email:  clauritz@eou.edu

Course Outcomes:  
Students who engage in this course should:

•Demonstrate familiarity with a range of books and authors of young adult literature

•Discuss young adult books and write book responses

•Utilize a variety of techniques for bringing adolescents and books together

•Employ young adult literature across the curriculum

This course supports the following International Reading Association’s Standards for Reading Professionals:

2.3 Use a wide range of curriculum materials and programs, children's and adolescents' literature, poetry, creative dramatics, storytelling, computer technology and software, newspapers, magazines, and other print materials in effective reading instruction.

4.1  Model and discuss reading and writing as valued lifelong activities.

4.4 Use choices of books and tasks, opportunities for personal response to literature and authentic purposes for reading and writing to encourage self-directed reading and writing.

Course Requirements:

1.  Students are expected to read text assignments as scheduled and respond to the texts via web-based discussion boards. 

2. Students will respond to 7 young adult books , one each from the genres of multicultural, historical fiction, nonfiction, biography, picture book, poetry and contemporary fiction. Submit these responses as book “talks” to a common bulletin board for others to utilize. 

3. Students will organize and participate in a book club featuring young adult books.  The members of the book group may include both adolescents and adults.  The student will report to a discussion board the nature of the book club and some of its benefits and challenges.  

Assessment:  There will be a scoring guide for each of the requirements.

1. Scoring Guide for the Weekly Discussion Boards 

Grade of A: 

Responds thoughtfully and thoroughly to the instructor's prompt. Response is based on evidence from the text or from other reputable sources (and provides source information). Critical and evaluative thinking is evident. In addition, responds to other students or initiates a new thread. Shows a genuine intent to participate in the discussion.

Grade of B: 

Responds thoughtfully, thoroughly and accurately to the instructor's prompt. Response is based on evidence from the text. Critical and evaluative thinking is evident. 

Grade of C: 

Responds to the instructor's prompt. Response may lack reference to the text and may be more of a summary than an evaluative and critical response.

2.  Scoring Guide for Book Reviews 
 (To be sure you are choosing books of good quality, use the references in your text, award winner lists or the YALSA website:  www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists)

Grade of A  

--Books chosen are all fit the category of high quality adolescent literature (not children’s books and not adult books that adolescents read) and books that meet the criteria of quality 

--Responses are consistently deal with literary characteristics including theme 

--Responses state understandings gained about adolescence and adolescents

--Books represent a variety of genre

--Books represent social, cultural and ethnic diversity

--All information is complete and accurate

--Meets all the guidelines in Figure 1.1 on page 12 of the text

Grade of B
--Books are consistently adolescent literature and of good quality

--Responses state understandings gained about adolescence and adolescents

--All information is complete and accurate

--Meets most of the guidelines in Figure 1.1 on page 12 of the text

Grade of C
--Books generally are adolescent literature and of good quality

--Some information may be inaccurate or incomplete

--Meets some of the guidelines in Figure 1.1 on page 12 of the text
3. Scoring Guide for Book Club/Literature Circle
Grade of A: 

A description of your book club and how it was created thorough enough that we can “live-in” your experience

An extended analysis of the benefits and challenges of the experience

An analysis of the actual discussion (the session should be taped), identifying conversation that shows how meaning was construted or clarified through the discussion.  Or, conversely, where the discussion was not successful.  

Specific quotes or transcription from the discussion which support the analysis.  

Grade of B: 

A description of your book club and how it was created

An analysis of the benefits and challenges of the experience

An analysis of the actual discussion, identifying conversation that shows how meaning was construted or clarified through the discussion.  Or, conversely, where the discussion was not successful.  

Grade of C: 

A description of your book club

An analysis of the benefits and challenges of the experience

Grading:

Each of the requirements will receive a letter grade 

Grades will be averaged using the following weights:

Text reading and responding


40%


Young adult book responses


40%

Book club




20%
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