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Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course: MUS 201 (CRN 31612)

Name of Course: Language and Literature of Music

Catalog Description: A survey of music history from its beginnings to the present, with emphasis on major composers, pieces, forms, and development. Prerequisite: musical background or MUS 107 recommended.

Credit Hours: 3

Professor, office hours, phone, and email: Dr. Teun Fetz, Office hours: as posted or by appointment, 962-3105, tfetz@eou.edu.

Learning Outcomes: This course serves as the music departments lower division University Writing Intensive Requirement. This course meets the mission of General Education at Eastern Oregon University by challenging students to become critical, creative thinkers, open to new ways of looking at the world of arts and ideas.

This course meets the general education requirement component I.1, General Knowledge-Disciplinary Breadth, Category One: Study of Aesthetics and Humanities.

A liberal arts educated person must have a conceptual understanding of the arts. Aside from an aesthetic response to the arts, one must come to know the elements (melody, rhythm, harmony, tone color, texture, form, style, and context) that contribute to what is considered aesthetic. Upon completion of the course, students will not only be able to continue to respond aesthetically to music but also will have developed a greater understanding about how the elements of music are an integral part of such an experience.

 Outcomes for lower-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

· Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  

· Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents.  

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.  

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.  

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor. 

Means of Assessment: 

-Concert Reviews: You will attend four music concerts outside of class and write an essay about each experience. Two of the concerts your attend must be associated with Eastern Oregon University’s Music Department. The remaining concerts can be a venue of your own choosing. A calendar of Music Department events is available at this website: http://www.eou.edu/artsci. Check the syllabus for due dates. Solely the course instructor will grade concert Reviews.

-In class writing assignments: These assignments will consist primarily of analytical responses to music we study in class. The purpose of these assignments is to increase your ability to complete timed writing assignments within specified guidelines. In class writing assignments will be self and instructor evaluated.

-Quizzed and Examinations: Quizzes are usually given after the completion of two chapters of material and consist of two part: practical portion and a written portion. The practical portion consists of listening to music and answering a series of questions. The written portion consists of objective, short answer, and essay type questions. Make up quizzes and examinations will be given only in extraordinary circumstances. The course instructor evaluates quizzes and examinations.

-Out of Class Writing Assignments: Out of class writing assignments consist of a listening journal. From time to time, you’ll be asked to answer a series of questions pertaining to listening to music. You’ll record your thoughts as well as the answers to these questions in your journal notebook. Time pending, you’ll discuss aspects of your journal in class. Oral presentations will be self, peer, and instructor evaluated, while journals will be self and instructor evaluated.

-Listening Journal: An attentive listener is a reflective listener. You will keep a journal of your listening experiences (those in class and outside of class). Use this time to reflect on your work in class and to discuss formal and informal listening experiences. This assignment will be self, peer, and instructor evaluated.

-Integrated Project: you will complete an integrated project where you will integrate music with another discipline. You’ll present you integrated project at the end of the term. This project will be self, peer, and instructor evaluated.

-Attendance: After two unexcused absences, your final grade will be lowered by a step for each additional unexcused absence. If you anticipate the need to be absent from class, please notify the course instructor before the fact. Failure to notify the instructor before the absence will result in an unexcused absence unless the absence is of a most serious nature.

Course Objectives: Students in MUS 201 will be able to demonstrate familiarity to:

1. In writing and discussion, an understanding of the elements of music (melody, harmony, rhythm, tone-color, texture, form, and style).

2. Through listening, writing, and discussion, obtaining attentive listening skills.

3. In writing and discussion, appropriate writing styles typically associated with music.

4. Through listening and discussion, the ability to aurally comprehend and orally communicate an understanding of the elements of music.

5. In writing and discussion, the ability to use music technology to accurately describe and discuss music.

6. Through reading, writing, and discussion, an understanding of the historical periods associated with Western Music.

7. Through reading, writing, and discussion, an understanding of non-Western Music.

8. Through an integrated final project, the ability to identify cross-relationships with music and other disciplines outside the arts.

9. Through concert attendance and listening experiences, the ability to discuss aural experiences.

Brief Outline of Course: An exploration of the language and literature of music through the study of musical elements (melody, harmony, rhythm, tone color, texture, form, and style) with an emphasis on developing attentive listening skills and appropriate writing styles. Music from all historical periods and from around the world will be studied.

Grading Policies: Assuming consistent attendance throughout the course of the term, guidelines for grading are as follows:

A: 90-100%

B: 80-89%

C: 70-79%

D: 60-69%

F:  59% or below

You will be graded on concert reviews, in class writing assignments, tests, out of class writing assignments, integrated projects.

Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better

Text or Suggested Materials: 

-Notebook for handouts, syllabus, notes etc.

-Journal notebook

-David Willoughby, “The World of Music,” fifth edition.

-Willoughby CD’s will be on reserve in the library

-Use the Writing Lab in LH 234

Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in questions, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see the 2004-05 online Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship – Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffaris/handbook/sect2.html).

Statement of Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234.
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