Sociology 327

 Introduction to Social Research

Spring Quarter 2004

MTWRF  Ackerman 103
Dr. Rosemary Powers

116 Ackerman Hall

phone: 962-3819   e-mail: rpowers@eou.edu

Mailbox in 202 Ackerman

Office Hours: Monday, 3-4 p.m., 116 Ackerman., Tuesday, 2-3 p.m. in the Learning Center—Loso Hall 234, Wednesday 9-10 a.m. 116 ACK, and by appointment.

Required Texts:

*  Adler, Emily S. and Roger Clark. (2003).  How It’s Done:  An Invitation to Social Research. Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thompson Learning.  (AC)

*  Patten,  Mildred L. (2000).  Proposing Empirical Research:  A Guide to the Fundamentals.  Los Angeles, CA:  Pyrczak Publishing Co. (PATTEN)

*  There will be a few articles placed on reserve at Pierce Library and made available through the Library’s on-line course reserves.

General Description:

In this course, we will explore the methods sociologists use to research questions and issues important to the discipline. The information and data-gathering skills taught in this course are useful not only to sociologists, but to people in a variety of business and professional fields as well.  Most people, regardless of their career paths during and after college, will at some point need to systematically collect information about people and their behavior. This course will provide an introduction to several methods for doing so.  

To apply the theories and methods described in this course, students will develop a detailed proposal related either to the problem of hunger in Union County or to a different subject of their own choosing.  They will work with other students in developing research ideas and instruments, and each will prepare an individual proposal for a project that could be undertaken to fulfill the research requirement of the sociology emphasis of the Anthropology/Sociology major.  For students pursuing the social welfare emphasis, developing a proposal regarding the social problem of hunger offers an important opportunity to develop skills they may need in the future as a public service worker.

Course Outcomes:  By successfully completing this course, you:

 • will have knowledge of the methods used by sociologists to conduct and analyze research (i.e., will be able to discuss techniques and analyze data using a sociological approach);

• will practice skills used by professional sociologists in preparing to conduct a social science research project:  conducting a formal literature search, preparing a literature review, developing hypotheses, designing a survey questionnaire and an interview schedule, and conducting/analyzing observations of human interaction.

• will have strengthened critical reading and writing skills through summarizing and analyzing journal articles and course texts, and through producing a formal research proposal;

• should be able to utilize the library and on-line database resources as part of conducting  research projects.

Course Requirements and Evaluation:

A.  Class Participation, readings, and take-home exercises:  15%

B.  Homework exercises 15%

C.  Written Research Assignments: 45%

D.  Formal Research Proposal/Final Exam:  25%

Grading:

Assessment will be based on a 600 point scale, and grades will be awarded on a plus/minus basis as follows: : 98-100 = A+; 94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F. A  grade of  C- is required to meet the Anthro/Soc major requirement and to count towards the University Writing Requirement.

Specific  Instructions:

A.  Participation:  Class attendance and discussion of readings :  15%

You are expected to come to each session with assigned readings completed and should be prepared to contribute to group discussion and activities. Readings and other assignments should be completed by the date listed on the course calendar.    Attendance will count for 90 out of the 600 points.

B. Homework  Exercises  15% 

Most days, you will be asked to complete some homework exercises from the Adler and Clark text or from the Patten workbook.  While I will not collect these every day, you should be prepared to present your work in class and submit it on request.  You must read the chapters in order to complete these exercises, and they will serve as evidence that you are keeping up on the readings.   Homework exercises will count for 90 out of the 600 points.

C.  Research Assignments:  45% 

You will complete a variety of formal research assignments during the course. These challenge you to apply course concepts to a specific research topic related to hunger in Union County or to an area of sociological research of your own choosing related to: social control and deviance, social stratification and inequality, social institutions, or social interaction.  The first assignment will help you focus your interest.  You will generally have between one and two weeks to complete these assignments. You will be expected to revise and resubmit these assignments based on my feedback.   Due dates as follows:

l.   April 9:
Identifying a  Researchable Question  (25)

2.  April 26
 A Preliminary  Literature Review (50)

3.  May 3: 
 Sampling and Measurement (50)

4.  May 17:   
Survey Design and Questionnaire Construction (75)

5.  May 31:     Open-Ended Interview  or Observation Study(75)

Grading points assigned for these individual papers vary, based on the work involved. Total points possible will equal 275.

D.  Formal Research Proposal/Final Exam:  25%

Each student will develop a detailed research proposal that should serve as a model for individual research projects undertaken during the remainder of the sociology major.  Completing this proposal will prepare students in the “sociology emphasis” to begin work for their senior research project. Students following the “social welfare” emphasis will also be prepared to explore issues of importance in their chosen practica or internships.  Graduating seniors may request a modification of syllabus requirements in order to enable them to actually conduct a research project this term.  This will be approved on an individual basis.

The formal research proposal serves as the final exam for Soc 327 and asks you to use information from many of the written research assignments completed during the course.  You will be given more explicit directions later.   

The Formal Research Proposal is due at the Final Exam period, Thursday, June 10 from 8-10 a.m.  During this time, you will give a brief oral presentation on your proposed study, and indicate whether or not you plan to actually  conduct the research.

The Formal Research Proposal will count for 150 of the 600 points awarded for the course.

“. . .not everything that can be counted counts

and not everything that counts can be counted"...

--William Bruce Cameron s
Expected Outcomes for Upper Division Writing Intensive Courses:

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

(This is taken from the University pilot project directions for writing intensive courses. It establishes minimum expectations.  In some areas, this course will exceed the expectations).

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

•  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. 

•  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." While I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I will expect your conversation with  me and one another to be respectful at all times.

•  All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy. 

• Regarding academic misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these (Please see Section II of the Student Handbook :  Campus Citizenship (Academic, on line at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html

•  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your own work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.

•  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from both instructors. 

•  If you have a documented disability or think that you may have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.  

•  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times explicitly to assist you.  

E-Mail policy:  You should have an EOU e-mail address and check it frequently.  It will be a primary way for me to reach you with important information about our course.  The highlighted notice on the EOU homepage at http://www.eou.edu/ points to the policy description at http://www.eou.edu/comp/student/email. The easiest way to request more information is by sending an e-mail to helpdesk@eou.edu.


