Eastern Oregon University

Psychology 461 - Research in Experimental Psychology (5 credits; capstone)





Syllabus 

Overview:  In this capstone course, students revise an individualized research proposal developed in Psy. 460, collect and analyze data, and prepare a professional style research poster.  

Instructor: Ettinger 

Required Books: 
Note that there are no new books required for this course.  The same resources required for PSY 460 are listed here:


Salkind, N. (2003). Exploring research (5th edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall.


Galvan, J. L. (2004). Writing Literature Reviews: A Guide for Students of the Social and Behavioral


Sciences (2nd ed.). Los Angeles, CA: Pyrczak.


Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed). 

Prerequisites:

PSY 210 (Writing In Psychology)


Completion of the Psychology 300-level core (25 credits)


PSY/STAT 327


PSY 460 Experimental Psychology or PSY 440 Research Methods in Psychology (DDE)

Course Plan: The following schedule gives an overview of plans for the course.


Topic



Readings


Assignment
Week 1

Revising research proposals
Galvan, Ch.8 & 9

Begin revision of proposal;







Review Salkind Ch.3

Informed consent form due

Week 2

Revising research proposals
Galvan, Ch. 10 & 11 

Final proposal due

Week 3

Begin data collection

APA manual, Ch. 1

Week 4





APA manual, Ch. 2

Draft: intro & methods

Week 5

Begin data analysis

Salkind, Ch. 8, Ch. 9 (198-204)

Week 6





APA manual (pp 136-201)
Progress report on results

Week 7

Begin interpretation





Draft: results section

Week 8









Draft: discussion section


Week 9





APA manual Ch. 5 & pp.321-324

Week 10








Final paper due

Course Requirements 


Revised proposal & consent
10 points


Drafts:



Intro & methods
15 points



Results


15 points



Discussion

15 points


Final paper


45 points

Grade Scale




B+ = 87 to 90

C+ = 77 to 80

D+ = 67 to 70

A = 93 to 100

B = 83 to 87

C = 73 to 77

D = 63 to 67

A- = 90 to 93

B- = 80 to 83 

C- = 70 to 73

D- = 60 to 63 

F = <60

Research proposal revision

   The revision of your research proposal is a 5 page, typed, double-spaced paper in which you describe your proposed experiment and outline the background literature on your research topic developed in Psy 460.  Follow the guidelines in the Salkind text for writing a research proposal and use correct APA format.  Papers should be typed with standard 1" margins and in a regular size font, such as 12 point Times. Further instructions for the research proposal will be provided in class.  The revision of this proposal will be based on instructor's feedback. The final version of your proposal will become the introduction section of your research poster.

Drafts of poster sections

   The drafts of sections of your poster are due at specified dates within the term.  These drafts will provide the basis for your final poster and will provide opportunities for instructor feedback.  Each draft should be as thorough as possible, following the guidelines in the Salkind text for writing a research article and the APA guidelines regarding style and format. Further instructions for these draft sections will be provided in class.

Final project poster

     The final project will be presented in a professional poster written according to APA guidelines for a primary research article. This poster will include an abstract, an introduction that reviews the literature on your topic and provides hypotheses for your study, a methods section that describes your participants and experiment, a results section that presents findings in writing and in tables or figures and includes statistical analysis of the data, a discussion section that reviews and interprets your findings and suggests future directions of study, and a list of references that were cited. Further instructions for the final project poster will be provided in class.

Academic Honesty
Students are responsible for following Eastern’s Academic Honesty Code.  See the description of campus citizenship (academic and behavior) in the Student Handbook at http://www2.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/handbook.html. It is your responsibility to read and become familiar with these EOU policies at the onset of this course.  

Disability Services

   Students with documented disabilities, and students who suspect they might have learning problems, might need accommodations in this course. They should contact the Disability Services Program (Loso 234, 541 962-3081). 

Course Outcomes

Students with a passing grade is Psychology 461 should be able to do the following:

· Plan a behavioral experiment using the logic of experimental design

· Write an informed consent form

· Test participants and debrief them

· Collate and analyze data across multiple participants

· Use library and web-based resources in psychology

· Prepare a research poster in APA format

Assessment of Course Outcomes

In this course, students will demonstrate the course outcomes in the following ways:

· Written informed consent form approved by a representative of the Committee on Human Subjects

· Demonstration of accurate data collection for experiments

· Statistical analysis of data

· Written poster
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