Eastern Oregon University

Psychology 403 Honors Thesis (5 CR)

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  Psychology 403

Name of Course: Honors Thesis

Catalog Description:  (Capstone) (Writing Intensive) Students will design and conduct a substantial individual research project, write a publication-style manuscript based on their work, give an oral defense of the thesis, and complete a professional presentation of their work. Prerequisites: Completion of all 300-level requirements, GPA of at least 3.33 in psychology courses at beginning of the senior year, and consent of a psychology faculty member.
Credit Hours:  5

Room and Time of Course:  TBA

Professor, office, phone, e-mail, office hours: 

PSY 403 must be completed with one of the following instructors:

Marie Balaban, Badgley 153, 962-3791, mbalaban@eou.edu

Richard Ettinger, Badgley 145, 962-3328, rettinge@eou.edu

Charles Lyons, Badgley 151, 962-3660, clyons@eou.edu

DeAnna Timmerman, Ackerman 202E, 962-3679, dtimmerm@eou.edu

Brief Outline of Course (Schedule of topics and assignments): This is an individualized course. The schedule will be established between student and adviser during the term or terms that the student is working on the thesis.

Text or Suggested Materials:  

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Fifth Ed.

Reading of primary research as directed by adviser

Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of PSY 403, the student should be able to

•
Write a proposal for professional review of the ethical treatment of humans or animals in a research study, including an informed consent form for human subjects.

•
Adopt the logic of experimental design and identify confounds in research experiments.

•
Critique experimental designs and weigh the pros and cons of methodological choices.

•
Apply an experimental approach in collecting and analyzing data for a laboratory research report.

•
Complete a computerized literature search in psychology.

•
Use web-based resources for psychology and computerized statistical software.

•
Describe the difference between review and primary research articles in psychology; find and read primary research articles in psychology.

•
Correctly use descriptive and inferential statistics to analyze data.

•
Understand and use figures and tables to depict responses or other accumulated data in psychology experiments.

•
Use citations and quotations correctly in psychology papers.

•
Write a research report in appropriate scientific style, following the American Psychological Association (APA) format.

•
Defend the experimental design and analysis in an oral presentation 

Means of Assessment

In this course, students will demonstrate the course outcomes in the following ways:

•
Participation in discussions with thesis adviser

•
Completion of a laboratory experiment and manuscript in APA format

•
Defense of findings to an audience of psychology faculty


Students must pass the oral defense, incorporate any required changes in the manuscript, and submit the final manuscript to the instructor of record, who will assign the course grade. A grade of C- or better is required to pass the course. 
University Writing Requirement Outcomes:

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 
· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.
Syllabus Revised By: Charles A. Lyons

Date: November 16, 2004

Course schedule and assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.

