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Catalog Description: Examination of the production, text, and consumption of pornography in a social and political context.

Prerequisites: Upper class only except with permission of the professor.

Note: This course is pending approval for GE in Critical Thinking and the Writing Intensive requirement.
General Education Information: The mission of the general education program at Eastern Oregon University is to challenge students to become critical, creative thinkers and engaged, knowledgeable citizens, open to new ways of looking at the world. GEND 350 accomplishes this mission by introducing students to feminist theory and asking them to apply it to social behavior through their reading experience. Because all reading involves theory, whether implicit or explicit, applying feminist theory requires students not only to read critically but also to examine their own gendered thinking processes critically. The process of making interpretive feminist frameworks explicit encourages students to question assumptions and examine the ways they make interpretations and evaluations about gender in their lives.

I. Communication and Critical Thinking

B. Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving

Be able to demonstrate various strategies for generating effective arguments, gathering sources, analyzing information, evaluating claims and data, problem solving, and synthesizing material; be able to demonstrate systematic thinking within the guidelines of a specific discipline.

	GE Language
	Learning Outcomes (Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to...)
	Means of Assessment

	1) "demonstrate systematic thinking within the guidelines of a specific discipline" 
	Identify and define a range of feminist theories addressing the study of pornography including: the gendered nature of representation; cultural criticism; intersectionality between gender, race and class: critical legal theory as applied to 1ts and 14th Amendment. 
	· Discussion leadership

· Five quizzes 

· Final paper

	2) "demonstrate various strategies for generating effective arguments, gathering sources, analyzing information, evaluating claims and data, problem solving, and synthesizing material"
	Apply feminist theories to specific social problems involving pornography and legal texts that regulate it, synthesizing disparate concepts and analyzing evidence supporting claims
	· Discussion leadership

· Five quizzes

· Final paper


Overview of the Course:

This course analyzes one type of mass communication that tells stories about what sex is, can, and should be. It examines the production, text, and consumption of pornography in a social, legal, and political context. For the purposes of this course, we define pornography as material sold in stores, presented as movies or videos, and offered by telephone or over the Internet for the purpose of producing sexual arousal for mostly male customers. The course treats pornography as struggle for control of how issues are framed and how terms are defined. It includes an overview of the social and political history of the anti-pornography movement; examines opposing feminist analyses of contemporary pornography; and studies the social and political effects of the use of pornography in society.

Required Texts*

1. Lane III, Frederick, S. (2000). Obscene Profits: The Entrepreneurs of Pornography in the Cyberage. New York: Routledge. (Syllabus refers to readings under "Lane").

2. Dines, Gail, Jensen, Robert, Russo, Ann (1998). Pornography: The Production and Consumption of Inequality. New York: Routledge. (Syllabus notes the different articles here under "Dines").

3. Lederer, Laura, and Delgado, Richard, Eds. (1995). The Price We Pay: The Case Against Racist Speech, Hate Propaganda, and Pornography. New York: Hill & Wang. (This has many short articles by various authors. Syllabus lists these under "Lederer").

4. Elias, James; Elias, Veronica Diehl; Bullough, Vern, L.; Brewer, Gwen; Douglas, Jeffery J.; Jarvis, Will, Eds (1999). Porn 101: Eroticism, Pornography, and the First Amendment. New York: Prometheus Books. (This has many articles by various authors. Syllabus lists these under "Elias").

*These books contain reference to explicit sexual materials. I have arranged readings that I believe approach the issues related to pornography in a reasonable and comprehensive fashion. Anyone who finds it personally difficult to respond to particular course readings should contact us for consideration of alternative reading assignments.

Course Objectives:

Students will have the ability to:

· Apply a media cultural studies approach, analyzing relationships between texts, audiences, media industries, and their political, social and historical context.
· To distinguish the popular perception of pornography as a commercial product from the effects of pornography on consumers and sex industry workers in which pornography is produced and consumed. 

· Describe the evolution of pornography as a cultural force in human social history.

· Successfully debate, within clear parameters, the complex issues regarding the current state of obscenity law in the United States.

· Analyze and deconstruct the pornography industry as a mainstream and global economic force.

· Distinguish the popular perception of pornography as a commercial product from the effects of pornography on consumers and sex industry workers.

· Engage in civil discourse regarding highly controversial aspects of human sexuality with respect for others’ viewpoints and with intellectual sophistication.

· Compare and contrast a radical feminist critique of pornography (as contributing to a system of sexual subordination and oppression of women) with a "free speech" feminist defense of sexual expression.

Writing Intensive Outcomes:

By successful participation in this course, students will fulfill the Writing Intensive requirement by producing at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  Students will do the following:

· Practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in Gender Studies.

· Write one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the APA  documentation style.

· Draft, revise, and edit formal written work.

· Seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.
· Complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better.

UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback.

Commitment to Scholarship:

In keeping with the Carnegie rule for academic expectations, students should devote

a minimum of three hours per course credit per week. You should plan for a minimum of 15 hours per week for this course.  In addition, your presence in this class implies a commitment to submit only work that has been created by you, with the exception of sources that you document fully and appropriately.  For information on EOU’s policies regarding academic integrity, see http://www.eou.edu/student affairs/sh/shindex.htm.

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

•  Course Calendar:  I  reserve the right to make adjustments in the course schedule. In no case will you be expected to complete assignments or readings earlier than described.

•  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. 

•  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." If you must arrive late or leave early, try to be as quiet as possible.  Regarding courtesy and civility, while I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I expect your conversations with me and with one another to be respectful at all times.

•  All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy. 

• Regarding academic misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student Handbook and Planning Calendar:  Campus Citizenship (Academic), p. 32ff.  Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p. 41ff).  

•  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work. For other plagiarism resources, see the plagiarism section of the English/Writing links page at http://www2.eou.edu/engwrite/links.html#plagiarism
•  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from the instructor. 

•  If you have a documented disability or think that you may have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.  

•  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times especially to assist you.
Means of Assessment and Grading:

Grading: A plus (+) and minus (-) grading system with the following breakdown will be used:

A 94-100, A- 93-90, B+ 89-87, B 86-84, B- 83-80, C+ 79-77, C 76-74, C- 73-70, D+ 69-67, D 66-64, D- 63-0, 59 and below F. 

Students will be assessed on the following:

· Participation (25%)

Students are expected to attend each class session and all the events (films) etc. that fulfill the additional 10 hours of class time (see “Additional 10 Hours” below).  Preparation for class mean coming able to speak intelligently about the readings in both small group and in large group discussion. One cannot speak intelligently without having read the articles assigned for that class.  In addition, students are encouraged to use the “Discussion Board” link on the course home page in Black Board. I will look at the discussion during the week and may make comments.  All comments should be constructive and written in a manner appropriate to a college level course.  This includes proper APA citation format for in-text citation when referencing another author’s work.

· Quizzes (5 take-home) each worth 5 points (25%)

You will write one quiz each week for the first five week of the course.  These are open-book, take-home quizzes and should serve as a way for you to explore the readings in a critical way.  Answers should be one paragraph long, demonstrate mastery of paragraph structure, synthetic writing, and will not be graded unless each answer includes evidence from the text using proper APA citation format. Specific instructions for this assignment will be provided on the course home-page on Black Board. During the second half of the course (weeks 6-10) your writing will focus on preparing the position paper (see below).

· Preparatory Position Paper Essay (10%)

This essay is designed to aid you in the quest for a position upon which to rest you final paper.  You will write an essay that responds to a series of specific prompts.  You will integrate the answers to these prompts into one cohesive essay using the proper essay structure, synthetic writing skills, and proper citation format. Specific instructions for this assignment will be provided on the course home-page on Black Board. This writing assignment focuses your attention on creating an integrated paper using transitioning words and sentences.

· Position Paper Outline and Bibliography (20%)

This assignment seeks to develop your argumentation skills and use of logical presentation.  You will rework your preparatory essay into the required outline form.  In addition, you will show the preliminary scholarly sources that are on point with your position paper and those that represent the opposing view. Specific instructions for this assignment will be provided on the course home-page on Black Board. Much of what you will need is in the course texts and using these as part of the bibliography as part of your research is mandatory.  

· Position Paper (20%)

This assignment requires that you now complete the position paper by expanding the outline into the final paper.  Here you will be putting together all of the skills we have been working on in each individual assignment above into a final "perfected" position paper. This means one integrated position paper that follows the outline and uses synthetic writing, transitions, logical presentation, and strong argumentation skills. Specific instructions for this assignment will be provided on the course home-page on Black Board.

About the readings: 

· A standard expectation for a week’s reading in undergraduate social science courses is 100-150 pages and 150-300 for graduate courses.

· I have prepared a varied and full menu of readings for this course.  I do not expect you to read everything. I do expect you to read thoughtfully and to stretch yourselves intellectually.  The more you read, the more you will be rewarded by the interaction with interesting and provocative authors. Also, the more you read, the more data you will have to produce quality writing yourself.  Your task is not to impress me or your colleagues with how much you have read. Rather, your job is to carefully consider the arguments being put forward by these authors, and to develop or revise your own ideas on the course topic. 

About the writing assignments:

· For students needing help with writing assignments: Consider contacting the EOU Writers lab. They have tutors available to assist you but you must become acquainted with the service before you need it— turnaround times are not very flexible and good pre-planning is a requirement. In my experience, all students benefit by having a tutor review writing assignments before submission.  Students who have used this service in the past have seen their grades go up by one letter grade.

· A good guide for avoiding sexist language in your written assignments can be found at this web site from the English Department, University of Pennsylvania: 
http://www.stetson.edu/departments/history/nongenderlang.html
· For directions on how to make proper citations go to the EOU ‘s Writing Lab page at http://www2.eou.edu/writelab/ click on “Resources for Writers, ”click on “Research and Documentation,” select “Hacker, Research and Documentation,” and finally select “Social Sciences” from the menu.  Read this information over carefully and bookmark it for future use.  
COURSE CALENDAR

Additional 10 Hours: I have scheduled our class meeting times (four times a week for 50 minutes) to allow for meeting outside of class for the additional 10 required hours for a five-credit course. We will be viewing three feature length films related to the topic of pornography.  The films will be scheduled by the class together expect to spend three evenings over the term viewing films.

WEEK ONE: DIRTY WORDS AND DIRTY DEEDS

Wednesday, January 5 – Sunday, January 9

Readings:

1. LEDERER: The Price We Pay: Introduction 

2. DINES: Pornography: Introduction

3. ELIAS— Forward (Strossen)

Writing Assignments:

Quiz 1, due Monday, January 10, by 5:00 p.m. in Tonia's box ACK office 2nd floor.

WEEK TWO: A HISTORY OF PORNOGRAPHY: SEX MERCHANTS, MORAL ENTREPRENEURS AND THE STATE

Monday, January 10- Sunday, January 16

Readings: 

1. LANE:  Chapter 1: A Brief History of Pornography and Technology, pp1- 40 (40pps)

2. ELIAS: 

a. Section Twelve: Historical Aspects of Pornography, pp 533-578 (45pps);

b. Yamashiro: In the Realm of the Sciences, pp. 32-52 (20pps);

c. Harvey: How a Family Planning Experiment Became a Sex-Products Business, pp. 53-64 (9pps);

d. Fleishman: Art, Literature, and Obscenity in the U.S. Supreme Court, pp. 65- 75.

Writing Assignments:

Quiz 2, due Tuesday, January 18, by 5:00 p.m. in Tonia's box ACK office 2nd floor.

WEEK THREE: PORNOGRAPHY: VIOLATION OR LIBERATION?

PART I: FEMINIST ARGUMENTS AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY 

Tuesday, January 18 – Sunday, January 23

Readings Part I: 

1. DINES:Russo,  Ch 2, pp. 9-36-- Feminists Confront Pornography’s Subordinating Practices

2. LEDERER:

a. Smeal: Speech and Violence: Why feminists must speak out against pornography, p. 199ff.;

b. Lederer: Pornography and Racist speech as hate propaganda, pp.130 — 140;

c. Butler: Why the First Amendment is Being Used to Protect Violence against Women, pp. 160 — 168.

d.  Conceptualizing Harm p.113 

e.  Dworkin: Pornography Happens to Women, pp. 181 —190.

3. LANE: Chapter 3, pp. 101 — 109, Our Bodies, Ourselves: The Role of Feminism in the Pornography Debate.

Writing Assignments:

Quiz 3, due Monday, January 24, by 5:00 p.m. in Tonia's box ACK office 2nd floor.

WEEK FOUR: PORNOGRAPHY: VIOLATION OR LIBERATION?

PART II: OTHER FEMINISTS RESPOND

Monday, January 24- Sunday, January 30

Readings Part II: 
1. ELIAS: Selections from Section Four:

a. Hartley: Using Porn to Bridge the Mind-Body Gap, pp. 203-206

b. Monet: What is Feminist Porn? Pp. 207-210

c. Merryman: Removing Sex from Sex, pp. 185-191

d. Weldon: Topping from Below, pp. 192-202

e. Browse the Internet using "google" try key words: Drucilla Cornell, Laura Kipnis, Linda Williams, "pro-pornography feminists," Nadine Strossen, Susie Bright.

Writing Assignments:

Quiz 4, due Monday, January 31, by 5:00 p.m. in Tonia's box ACK office 2nd floor.

WEEK FIVE: THE PRODUCTION OF PORNOGRAPHY:

BIG BUSINESS, SEX WORKERS, AND THE PROBLEM OF EXPLOITATION

Monday, January 31 – Sunday, February 6
Readings:

1. DINES: Chapter 3: Dirty Business, pp. 37-63 (26pps)

2. ELIAS:

a. Joseph: My Years Defending Playboy, pp. 76-82 (6pps)

b. Rhode: Freedom of Cyberspeech: pp. 83-91 (8pps)

c. Reno v. ACLU: The 1996 Communications Decency Act pp. 92-102 (11pps)

3. LEDERER: 

a. Simonton: In The Belly of the Beast: The Selling of Sexuality, pp. 55-57 (3pps);

b. Giobbe: The Bargain Basement in the Market Place of  Ideas, pp. 58-60 (3pps);

c. Barry: Pornography and Global Sexual Exploitation: A New Agenda for Feminist Human Rights, pp.315-322 

(7pps).

4. LANE: 

a. Voyeur Viewing Pleasure pp. 41- 77 (36pps)

b. Thin Blue Line, pp. 79- 97 (18pps) 

c. Phone Sex: The First National Pornography Network, pp. 148-182 (34pps)

Written Assignments:

Quiz 5, due Monday, February 7, by 5:00 p.m. in Tonia's box ACK office 2nd floor.

WEEK SIX:  CONSUMING PORNOGRAPHY: USES AND ABUSES

Monday, February 7—Sunday, February 13

Readings: 

1. DINES:

a. Jensen: Using Pornography, pp. 101-146

2. LEDERER:

a. Trees: Like a Smack in the Face, pp. 32-34

b. Leidholdt: Pornography in the Workplace, pp. 216-232

3. LANE: "Honey Is That Really You?" pp. 209-237

4. ELIAS: 

a. Section Nine: In Their Own Words, pp. 445-453

b. O’Toole: The Experience of Pornography, pp. 284 -298

Written Assignments:


Due Monday, February 14, peer review draft of Preparatory Position Paper Essay, two copies in class.

WEEK SEVEN:  HATE CRIMES OR PROTECTED SPEECH?: LEGAL DEBATES AND REMEDIES

Monday, February 14  —Sunday, February 20

Readings: 

1. LEDERER

a. Levin: Desecration in Darkness, pp. 39-44 (5pps)

b. Veilleux: Indians are People Not Mascots, pp. 45 —54 (10pps)

c. Nighthorse Campbell: Homage to heritage: Native Americans Say No to Racial Stereotyping, pp.237-239  (2pps)

d. Delgado: One Man’s Dignity, pp. 23- 26 (4pps)

e. Barnes: Everyday Racism and the Campaign of Hatred, pp. 157-159 (3pps)

f. Ross: Hate Groups, African Americans, and the First amendment, pp. 151-156 (5pps)

g. Jones: The Case of the Cross-Burning, pp. 27-31 (5pps)

h. Lawrence: Cross Burning and the Sound of Silence, pp. 114-121 (7pps)

i. Crenshaw: Comments of an Outsider on the 1st Amendment, pp.169-175 (5pps)

j. Lederer: The Prosecutor's Dilemma, pp.194- 198 (4pps)

k. Kagan: Regulation of Hate Speech and Pornography After R.A.V., pp. 202-207 (6pps)

Written Assignments:

Due Monday, February 21 Preparatory Position Paper by 5:00 p.m. in Tonia's box ACK office 2nd floor.

WEEK EIGHT: RESEARCH FINDINGS: CONTENT, EXPERTS AND THE EFFECTS OF PORNOGRAPHY

Monday, February 21 – Sunday, February 27

Readings:

1. DINES: The Content of Mass Marketed Pornography, pp. 65-100.

2. ELIAS: Introduction to Section 2, pp. 103 — 104 and:

a. Green: Pornography: The Expert Witness, pp. 105-116

b. Simon: The Social Scientist as Expert Witness, pp, 137 — 144

c. Section Five Introduction: pp. 217-18

d. Anderson: The Pornography Question, pp, 219-222


e. Tovar, et al: Effects of Pornography on Sexual Offending, pp. 261-278

f. For an interesting international study, see Diamond, pp. 223-260

3. LEDERER

a. Stock: The Effects of Pornography on Women, pp.80-88

b. Check: Teenage Training: pp. 89-91

c. Cowan: Racism and Sexism in Pornography, pp. 92-96

d. Cowan and Stock: The Costs of Denial, pp. 104-108

Written Assignments:


Due Monday, February 28, peer review draft Position Paper Outline, two copies in class.

WEEK NINE:  RECONCILING FREEDOM AND EQUALITY: REFLECTIONS ON RACIST SPEECH, HATE PROPAGANDA & PORNOGRAPHY

Monday, February 28—Sunday, March 6

Reading: 

1. LEDERER

a. Anderson: Silencing Women’s Speech, pp. 122-130 (8pps); 

b. Lederer: Pornography and Racist Speech as Hate Propaganda, pp.131-140 (9pps)

c. MacKinnon: Speech, Equality, and Harm: pp. 301-314 (14pps);

d. Michelman: Civil Liberties, Silencing, and Subordination, pp.272-276 (5pps); 

e. Mahoney: Recognizing the Constitutional Significance of Harmful Speech: The Canadian View of Pornography and Hate Propaganda, pp. 277-289 (13pps);

f. Stoltenberg: The Triangular Politics of Pornography, pp. 176-180 (5pps);

g. Becker: The Legitimacy of Judicial Review, Pp. 208-215 
(8pps);

h. Futch: The Cases for Regulation of hate Speech and Pornography: Are They the Same or Different? pp. 323-326 (4pps);

i. Delgado: First Amendment Formalism Is Giving Way to First Amendment Legal Realism, pp. 327-331 (5pps);

j. Powell: Worlds Apart: Reconciling Freedom of Speech & Equality, pp. 332-342 10pps);

2. ELIAS:  Section Six Introduction, Pp. 295-296 and:

a. Akers: Porn Wars on Campus, pp. 297 — 300

b. Paul: Intention versus Interpretation, pp. 332-338

Writing Assignment:

Due Monday, March 7, Position Paper Outline by 5:00 p.m. in Tonia's box ACK office 2nd floor.

WEEK TEN: MORE THAN AN ACADEMIC DEBATE: LINKING STRUGGLES, DEALING WITH EMOTIONS, CONSIDERING ACTIVISM

Monday, March 7 – Sunday, March 13

Reading: 

1. DINES: 

a. Chapters 6,7 and 8.  Feeding People …Linking the struggle against violence with the struggle for sexual freedom, pp. 147-154; 

b. The pain of Pornography, pp. 155-162; 

c. Living in two worlds: the activist in the academy,  pp.163-166.

FINALS WEEK 

Final Exam: Position Paper due at final exam on Wednesday, March 16, 10:00-12:00
