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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This research seminar examines the relationship between the realms of sports, politics and economics. There are four primary substantive foci for the course including: (1) An examination of sport as an agent of social change with regard to issues of racism and gender discrimination; (2) The impact of sport on contemporary society via the mass media; (3) Globalization’s impact on sport. (4) The impact of intercollegiate sports on higher education values.

The following texts are required:


Shulman, J., and Bowen, W. (2001). The Game of Life. Princeton University Press.

Dudley, W., ed. (2001) Drugs and Sports. Greenhaven Press.

Entine, J. (2000). Taboo. Public Affairs.

Additional required readings will be made available via email or the World Wide Web.

III. METHODS AND REQUIREMENTS

Research Paper ................................……………………………….………….…..…………………. 50%

Class Presentation of Research Findings ........................……….…………..................................... 10%

Policy Position Paper…………………………….………………….………………………………. 20%

Four Critical Summaries of Reading Selections @ 5%…………………….…..…….……… ….   20% 





  




       TOTAL         100%


Given the nature of this class, the primary focus of your learning experience will consist of you writing a lengthy (15-20 pages, plus accompanying notes, tables, graphs, etc.) research paper, plus accompanying notes, tables, graphs, etc.) on a pressing topic within the study of sports policy. You will be expected to incorporate a wide range of materials, including books, academic journals, governmental reports, Internet sources, etc. into your research paper. There will be a detailed time line for the development of this project, which you will be expected to strictly adhere to. A hardcopy of the final version of your research paper is due by Friday, June 6, 2003 at 12:00p.m. In order to be fair to your classmates, there will be absolutely no late research papers accepted. 

As part of class requirements, you will be required to give a 10-12 minute presentation to your classmates on the results of your research effort, with time allotted for questions and discussion. In order to enhance the quality of your presentation, you will be required to utilize Microsoft Power Point. You are required to be present each and every day of class presentations. Any unexcused absences during your classmate’s presentations will result in a zero for this assignment. Presentations will commence at the beginning of the eighth week of class. All students are required to be ready to make their presentations at the beginning of the period allotted for that purpose. 

In order to further enhance your understanding of this complex material, you will be required to write a short (750 words, approximately two double-spaced, typewritten pages) essay on a contemporary sports policy issue to be determined by the instructors.  You will be required to synthesize lecture, assigned readings, and other relevant materials into your argument. You will have approximately one week to complete this learning exercise. In order to be fair to your classmates, unless you make prior arrangements, no late policy papers will be accepted.

In addition to the above assignments, you will be required to prepare critical summaries of a series of reading selections throughout the semester. These summaries will serve as a springboard for class discussion that is an integral facet of this research seminar. These reading summaries should be a minimum of 350 words in length. In addition to completing these written summaries, you will be asked in tandem with your classmates to orally present a summary of the assigned reading and lead seminar discussion. Students will be chosen at random to perform this important task. There is a high likelihood you will be asked to perform this role multiple times. Failure to be prepared to accept this responsibility in a timely manner will result in a zero for your reading summary. Unless prior arrangements are made, there will be no late reading summaries accepted.

IV. CLASS ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION


This class will be of the seminar format, in which your regular attendance and informed participation is essential to the success of the course. You are expected to come to class fully prepared and ready to participate, both orally and mentally, each class session. The interactive nature of the course allows us to learn from each other, and become cognizant of numerous perspectives on sports policy. If you are planning on not regularly attending class, or are uncomfortable with extensively participating in classroom discussion, this is not the class for you. While there are a myriad of legitimate reasons for missing class, given the nature of this research seminar, sporadic attendance is not acceptable. If you have any unexcused absences throughout the quarter, you will receive a final grade no higher than “B” for the course. If you have more than one unexcused absence this semester, you will receive a final grade of no higher than “C” for the course. The instructors are the final judge of what constitutes excused or unexcused absences. You must make arrangements beforehand if you will be missing class.

V.  INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the conclusion of the course the student should:

-Evaluate political and economic theories, concepts and issues central to the study of sports. 

-Comprehend the political, economic, legal and social forces influencing sports policy.

-Display  critical thinking skills via ability to synthesize diverse sources of information.
-Be able to communicate effectively by means of public speaking and academic writing.

 -Demonstrate mastery of communication technology systems.

VI.  ASSISTANCE FOR THE COURSE


Professor Dense will hold office hours 10:00-11:00 Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and by appointment. His office is located in Ackerman 202-J. You may leave a message for him on the voice mail system at 962-3854. If not available in the office, he can be reached via the campus e-mail system at jdense@eou.edu. Professor Steenstra will hold office hours Tuesday and Thursday 9:00-10:00, Monday 11:00-12:00, and Wednesday 2:00-3:00. His office is located in Ackerman 102. You may leave a message for him on the voice mail system at 962-3371. If not available in the office, he can be reached via the campus e-mail system at steensa@eou.edu. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need assistance.

VII. GRADE SCALE


In order to ensure fairness, equity and no surprises, we want to make sure we are all on the same page in terms of how your accumulated score will be translated into your final grade. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to see us.

overall percentage                  final grade                    overall percentage                    final grade---

100.00-98.00 %


A+


79.99-78.00 %


      C+


97.99-92.00 %


A


77.99-72.00 %


      C

91.99-90.00 %


A-


71.99-70.00 %


      C-

89.99-88.00 %


B+


69.99-68.00 %


      D+

87.99-82.00 %


B


67.99-62.00 %


      D

81.99-80.00 %


B-


61.99-60.00 %


      D-








59.99-0.00   %


      F

______________________________________________________________________________________

STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university, or a combination of these sanctions (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student Handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academci), p. 32ff; Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p. 41ff.)

If you have a documented disability or suspect you may have a learning problem, and need reasonable accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone 962-3081. 
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COURSE OUTLINE 

INTRODUCTION: WHY SPORTS?

No assigned readings.

SPORTS AND RACISM 
Tygiel, J., Baseball’s Great Experiment: Jackie Robinson and his legacy, Oxford University Press, (1997), pp. 328-357.

Marquesee, M., “Sport and Stereotype”, Race and Class, v. 36, n. 4, (1995), pp. 1-29.

Wenn, S., and Wenn, J. (1999). “Beyond the Ring: Muhammad Ali’s Mission to Baghdad, 1990”, Journal of Sport and Social Issues, v. 23, n. 3, pp. 246-265.

Entine, Taboo, preface, chs. 1, 3, 10, 11, 13, 17, 24

SPORTS AND GENDER
Lopiano, D., “Growing up with Gender Discrimination in Sports”, in Sports in Society, Lapchick, R., ed., Sage (1996).

Secretary of Education’s Commission on Opportunity in Athletics. (2003). “Open to All: Title IX at 30.”, PP. 1-41. http://www.ed.gov/pubs/titleixat30/title9_report.pdf
Stevenson, D., (2002). “Women, Sport and Globalization: Competing Discourses of Sexuality and Nation.”, Journal of Sport and Social Issues, v. 26, n. 2, pp. 209-225.

Shulman and Bowen, The Game of Life, ch. 5

SPORT AND HIGHER EDUCATION


Shulman and Bowen, The Game of Life, pp. xv-xliv, ch.1, 9, 11-14.


Zimbalist, A. (1999). Unpaid Professionals, Princeton University Press, pp. 188-206.

SPORT  AND GLOBALIZATION

Cole, C.L. (2002). “The Place of Golf in U.S. Imperialism.” Journal of Sport and Social Issues, v. 26, n. 4, pp. 331-336.

Additional required readings to be announced.
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READING SUMMARIES

As part of class requirements you are to write a series of short (350-500 double-spaced, typewritten words) critical reading summaries on the below readings. The general format for this learning experience is best addressed in a 3-4-paragraph style. The first paragraph should reference the article and provide a brief overview of the main points of the article. The main point is to keep this descriptive section very concise. In the second (and possibly third) paragraphs you are asked to critique one (or two) of the points made by the author with regard to the study questions listed below. In the final paragraph you should reflect on what impression the article made on your understanding of the material covered in the reading. Keeping that in mind, one should attempt to maximize their critical thought, and reflect on how the reading contrasts with other material you may have encountered, along with how your thought may have been altered/changed by exposure to the reading. 

In order for this research seminar to be successful, you will need to have these reading summaries completed in a timely manner. They will serve as the basis for classroom discussion. Due dates for the critical reading summaries are listed in boldface. You are required to complete all five of the below summaries. For purposes of your grade, you will be permitted to drop the lowest of your grades on these essential learning experiences. Each of the below reading summaries is worth 5% of your final grade for the class. Unless prior arrangements are made, no late reading summaries will be accepted. 

1. You are to read the Tygiel and Marqusee readings. Compare and contrast the contributions that Jackie Robinson and Mohammed Ali made to the sports world, and moreover, to society at large. What is the primary legacy of each of these American heroes? (Tuesday, April 8, 2003)
2. Donna Lopiano is a pioneer in the women’s sports movement.  However, thirty years after the passage of Title IX, the progress made to overcome gender discrimination in sports continues to be questioned. The recently released report of the Secretary of Education’s Commission on Opportunity in Athletics offers a series of recommendations dealing with this issue. From your perspective, which of these recommendations would have the most positive effect in helping to achieve equal opportunity for women in sports? Can ‘equal opportunity’ in sports ever be achieved? Why? Why not? (Thursday, April 17, 2003)

3. You are to read Chapters 12 and 13 of The Game of Life. From your perspective, what are the primary incongruities between intercollegiate athletics and educational values? If you could offer one reform (other than Title IX recommendations addressed in 2, above) what would it be? Are college sports and the values of higher education incompatible? Why? Why not? (Tuesday, May 6, 2003)

4.  You are to read one of a series of articles gleaned by the instructors from the Journal of Sports Economics. Please identify the author’s thesis and primary findings. Was the article accessible to you, given your current methodological sophistication? If you were going to offer one substantive critique of the article, what would it be? (Wednesday, May 14, 2003)

5.  You are to read Drugs and Sports in its entirety. Which of the authors made the most convincing argument? Provide support for your position. Which of the authors had the least effective presentation? Provide insightful critiques of the selection’s shortcomings. One of your two chapters must include chs. 1, 3, 7, or 11. (Tuesday, May 13, 2003)
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TERM PAPER TIMELINE


In order to enhance the likelihood of you writing a quality research paper as part of requirements for the seminar, it becomes necessary to establish a series of deadlines so that you can complete this project in a timely fashion. Given the 15-20-page length of this research paper, and the nature of this timeline, you will not be able to procrastinate and write this paper the night before it is due. From our perspective, instituting a set of deadlines for this type of project results in a higher quality of papers than allowing students to wait until the last minute to get started. . 

Our expectations in terms of the quality expected out of these papers, given the fact this is a 400 level class, are high. If you make steady progress on this project early in the term, completing the project on time, and meeting our expectations in terms of the quality of your paper, won’t prove to be a problem. Please note that failure to meet the below deadlines will result in a deduction from your final grade for this project (.25 for deadline #1, .50 for deadlines #2-4, a full letter grade each day for deadline #5). If you have any need for assistance, don’t hesitate to contact us for help. Please don’t put us both in an uncomfortable position by asking for an extension on the deadlines for this research project. GOOD LUCK!!!

1. Proposed Paper Topic, with short bibliography-END OF WEEK THREE

All students are to meet with the instructors by Tuesday, April 15, 2003, to discuss their proposed paper topic, in terms of approach, linking the project to an appropriate body of theory, and possible sources in the literature to pursue. Your 150-word proposal of your paper, along with a short bibliography (at least five sources) is due, Friday, April 18, 2003 at 12 p.m.


2. Extended Bibliography-IN CLASS WEEK FIVE

At this juncture you will be required to submit an extended bibliography to demonstrate that you have adequately researched the literature pertaining to your research paper. This bibliography should include at least 5 Books, 5 academic journal articles, and 5 other sources (newspaper, Internet) you have run across at this juncture. This bibliography is due at the beginning of class, Thursday, May 1, 2003.
3. Detailed Outline, with subheadings-IN CLASS WEEK SIX


You will be asked to provide a detailed outline of your paper, with appropriate headings and subheadings. In order for you to have adequate time to actually write your paper, it is imperative that you demonstrate a high degree of organizational progress. This outline will be due at the beginning of class on Thursday, May 8, 2003.

4. Rough Draft of paper, demonstrating sufficient progress-IN CLASS WEEK EIGHT

You will need to display the fact you have made the progress necessary to complete this project on time. We expect to seen at a minimum a well-written introduction, literature review, and progress on the ‘body’ of your paper (a total of at least 5-7 pages) at this juncture. This rough draft will be due at the beginning of class, Thursday May 22, 2003.
5. Final Completed Paper-END OF CLASS WEEK TEN 

All papers will be due Friday, June 6, 2003 at 12:00 p.m.
6. Class Presentations-IN CLASS WEEK EIGHT


Your attendance is required for all class sessions in which class presentations will be made. As per the class syllabus, any unexcused absences during your classmate’s presentations will result in a zero for this assignment.
