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POLITICS AND MEDIA 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This upper division writing intensive course will analyze the relationship between the mass media and the American democratic system. The goal of this course is the student will garner an increased critical appreciation for the role of the mass media in our political system. The course consists of three primary foci: (1) A critical review of the political economy of the mass media, in an attempt to find the proper role of government in regulating this enterprise; (2) Analysis of the role the mass media plays in the electoral system, with a particular focus on the presidency; and (3) An appraisal of new and emerging forces impinging on the relationship between media and politics (civic journalism, wireless technology, e.g.) and how these forces may enhance the democratic process. 


Three major thematic questions will dominate the content of the course, which I would like for you to continually contemplate; (1) what is the proper relationship between government and the mass media in the United States? (2) What role should the mass media play within the electoral process? (3) Can new and emerging media forms enhance the democratic process? 

II. ASSIGNED READINGS

The following texts are required:

Bagdikian, B., (2004). The New Media Monopoly. Beacon Press.

Bennett, L. (2005). News: The Politics of Illusion. Pearson.

McChesney, R. (2004). The Problem of the Media. Monthly Review Press.

Additional required readings will be available via email, the World Wide Web or the instructor’s homepage located at http://www2.eou.edu/~jdense/index.html.

In addition to the above assigned readings, you should attempt to augment required and supplemental readings with a daily perusal of the news. Given the recent enhancements in accessibility of newspapers, magazines, radio and television broadcasts via the Internet, spending 20-30 minutes a day on-line can only enhance your understanding of the important role the mass media performs in our political system.  

III. METHODS AND REQUIREMENTS

10-12 page Research Paper…..………..…….......…….………….……………..…………..…….....50%

Reading Summaries and Class Assignments (8 @ 5%)……………………………………….…. 40%

Oral Presentation…………………………………..….......………...….……….………….…. ….....10% 

  










TOTAL 100%

     
One of the primary aspects of your learning experience consists writing a research paper (12-15 pages, plus accompanying materials) on a pressing topic involving the relationship between the media and politics. After consultation with me, you are expected to incorporate a wide range of materials, (texts, academic journals, government reports, Internet sources, etc.), into your research paper. There will be a detailed time line for the development of this project, which you will be required to strictly adhere to. Failure to meet any deadline will result in an automatic lowering of your grade for this project. As part of the writing process, you will be required to submit drafts of your term paper for peer and instructor review. In order to be fair to your classmates, there will be absolutely no late research papers accepted. In addition to your research paper, you will be required to make a short (5-7 minutes) PowerPoint presentation to your classmates on the results of your research effort. The attached rubric will be utilized to assess the quality of your presentation. Any unexcused absence during the oral presentations will result in a zero for this important learning assignment. You should be prepared to present your findings the eighth week of class. 


You will be required to prepare critical summaries of a series of mass media selections throughout the term. These reading summaries will serve as the basis for class discussion and are to be a minimum of 500 words. The reading summaries will address a multiplicity of concerns regarding the relationship between the mass media and politics. The attached rubric will be used to assess the quality of your critical summaries. In order to improve your writing skills, several of the reading summaries will be subject to peer review by your classmates. Unless prior arrangements are made, no late reading summaries will be accepted. 

IV. INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES


At completion of this class the student should be able to:

1) Communicate effectively by means of active listening, public speaking, collaborating, analytical reading and academic writing in the diverse situations encountered as educated citizens.

2) Adjust presentations according to subject, occasion, audience, and purpose

3) Communicate effectively using appropriate symbolic technological systems.

4) Demonstrate various strategies for generating effective arguments, gathering sources, analyzing information, evaluating claims and data, problem solving, and synthesizing material.

5) Demonstrate systematic thinking within the guidelines of political science.

6) Comprehend the political, economic, and legal forces affecting the mass media.

V. CLASS ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION


This course will not center on the traditional lecture/discussion format. Instead, your informed participation is essential to the success of the course. One of my expectations for the course is that each and every one of you is able to articulate your perspective on the subject matter at hand. Class presentations and projects are designed to enhance your communicative ability in terms of your writing and oral communication skills. This interactive course allows us to learn from each other, and become cognizant of numerous perspectives on the relationship between the mass media and American politics. 


Attendance and participation are both integral facets of the course. The bottom line is this: there is a direct correlation between your attendance and final grade for the course. Given the challenging nature of this writing intensive upper division course, unexcused absences will not be tolerated. Students who accumulated more than one unexcused absence during the term will receive a grade no higher than “B” for the course. The instructor is the final judge of what constitutes an (un)excused absence. Please contact me in advance so we can make arrangements for the material you miss. 

V. ASSISTANCE FOR THE COURSE


I am always available to consult with students. I will hold office hours 11:00-12:00 Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and by appointment.  My office is located in Ackerman Hall, room 202-J. You can reach me on the phone or leave a message on my voice mail at 962-3854. I can also be contacted via e-mail at jdense@eou.edu. Do not hesitate to contact me if you need help.
VI. GRADE SCALE


The following grade scale is applicable to all of my classes. You must receive a grade higher than “C-“ order to receive credit for the writing intensive aspect of the course. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to see me.

overall percentage                 final grade                        overall percentage                    final grade

100.00-98.00 %


A+


79.99-78.00 %


      C+


97.99-92.00 %


A


77.99-72.00 %


      C

91.99-90.00 %


A-


71.99-70.00 %


      C-

89.99-88.00 %


B+


69.99-68.00 %


      D+

87.99-82.00 %


B


67.99-62.00 %


      D

81.99-80.00 %


B-


61.99-60.00 %


      D-








59.99-0.00   %


      F
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COURSE  OUTLINE

WEEKS 1-4:  MEDIA OWNERSHIP AND THE MARKETPLACE OF IDEAS

(a) Course Introduction and Overview

(b) The Role of the Media in a Democratic Society: A Comparative Perspective

(c) Political Economy of the Mass Media: Who Owns?  Who Cares?

Bagdikian, chs. 1-2

Bennett, chs. 1-3

McChesney, chs. 1-2, 5

WEEKS 5-7: MAKING THE NEWS

(a) Illusion, Bias and the Myth of Objectivity

(b) Devil with the Blue Dress On:  Feeding Frenzies and Pack Journalism

(c) Elections: Serving the Public Interest or the Media’s Pocketbook

Bagdikain, chs. 4-6, 8-9

Bennett, chs. 4-6

McChesney, chs. 3-4

WEEKS 8-10: What is to be Done

(a) New Media, New Problems

(b) Public Opinion and the News: The Tail Wagging the Dog

(c) Media Reform and the Survival of Democracy

Bagdikian, chs. 3, 7, 10-12, afterword

Bennett, chs. 7-8

McChesney, chs. 6-7

Please note that the instructor reserves the right to assign additional readings or non-graded assignments in addition to those explicitly stated in the syllabus and ensuing materials.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​


READING SUMMARY COMMENT CODE
Before submitting your critical reading summaries, make sure they meet the below criteria:

1) This essay is generally lacking in independent thought. 

2) This essay is generally lacking in critical thought.

3) Too much regurgitation, I want you to convey your feelings on the question at hand..

4) A failure to provide relevant examples 

5) Failure to utilize assigned readings. 

6) Failure to utilize lecture/discussion materials.

7) Lack of strong introduction and/or thesis statement.

8)Lack of strong conclusion.

9) Need to check spelling/punctuation.

10) Organizational issues

UNIVERSITY WRITING REQUIREMENT

Eastern Oregon University is strongly committed to the view that writing aids in learning and that writing skills are key to professional success. The University Writing Requirement (UWR) requires that students receive attention to writing throughout their studies and that students demonstrate their mastery of discipline-specific writing. To this end, all students entering in Fall 2004 must complete the following: 

· First-year writing courses required by placement,

· One lower-division UWR writing-intensive course identified by each major, and

· Two upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses as identified by each major.

The means for satisfying this requirement are described in each major. 

Outcomes for lower-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

· Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

Outcomes for upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

This class has been designated as writing-intensive. Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better, and UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback. 

UWR writing-intensive courses will address punctuation, grammar, and disciplinary documentation style, but they are primarily intended to be discipline courses, which use writing tasks to help students learn the material and learn how to write effectively in the discipline. 

B. First-year students admitted prior to Fall 2004 and transfer students with demonstrated need, as determined by their program advisors, may substitute the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) for the UWR. [Include WPE information from 2000-2002 catalogue.] 
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TERM PAPER CHECKLIST 

Given the fact your term paper is worth 40% of your final grade for the class, I have provided the following detailed checklist to ensure the production of quality research papers. Since this is an upper division Political Science class, my expectations in terms of the quality of papers you will generate are high. Of course, I am available for consultation this week to look at drafts, answer questions, provide organizational guidance, etc. These guidelines are offered in the hopes of aiding you in achieving the grade you desire for your research paper, and moreover, your final grade for the class. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

STYLESHEET 

Students that have not placed the commensurate effort into this research project often find themselves with a paper that does not meet the stipulated minimum length as specified in the syllabus. These students usually experiment with different fonts, margins and type sizes in an attempt to meet the minimum length established for this important project. In order to ensure the quality research papers I expect in this upper division Political Science class, please make sure your paper meets the following criteria:

TITLE PAGE- There should be a separate cover page for your paper that gives the title (and subtitle, should you decide to employ this useful descriptive technique) in all capital letters. The title should be centered on the page and be typed double-spaced in bold print three inches from the top of the page. The title and subtitle should be typed in inverted pyramid style, with the first line being the longest, and so on. Two inches from the bottom of the page you should type single spaced your name, class number (POLS 340), and the term you are taking the class (Winter 2005). 

MARGINS- You are required to utilize 1” margins on all sides of your paper. Note that the default margins for Microsoft Word are 1 ¼”; Be sure to  set your paper template to 1”. Block quotes (over 50 words) are indented a further 1/2”.

TYPING- The paper should be double-spaced with the exception of block quotes which are single-spaced. Please justify your paragraphs. 

FONTS- There is only one acceptable fonts for this research paper Times New Roman 12 point. If you are using a Macintosh system, you may utilize Times Roman. Courier, the quintessential font used by students to ‘stretch’ their paper, is absolutely not acceptable. If you would like to use another typeset, you must have your choice pre-approved by the instructor.

PAGE NUMBERING- Please place page numbers for your paper in the top right hand corner.

CONTENT

The content of your term paper accounts for 80% of your final grade for this important learning project. Be sure your finished product meets all of the following requirements:

LENGTH OF PAPER-As is clearly stated on the course syllabus, your term paper is required to be between 12-15 pages. Note that this requirement is for 12 full pages, not 11 or 11½ pages. There should be some substantive content on the 11th page of your essay in order to fulfill this requirement. Please note the following provisos as to what constitutes substantive content. Failure to meet this page requirement will have negative implications on your grade. Papers of between 11-11.99-page length will have a full letter grade deducted from their final mark on this assignment. Note that research papers of less than 11 complete pages will receive a grade of “F” for the assignment. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICHIC REQUIREMENTS- At a minimum you are to incorporate five books, five academic journal articles, and five other (Internet, newspapers, government documents, etc.)  into your paper.  The literature component of your research paper accounts for 20% of your grade for this project. Barely meeting the minimum 5/5/5 requirement will result in a “C” grade for this aspect of your term paper. Peruse the Ebscohost service on the Pierce Library website to find academic journals. Make sure you check the peer review box to ensure they meet these criteria. You are expected to incorporate all relevant literature into your project. Generally speaking, the more citations, the better grade you will receive on the research component of your term paper. Note that you do not have to include all the sources you provided in your tentative bibliography you submitted earlier in the term.  

EXCEL CHART, TABLE OR GRAPH- All students are required to embed an Excel generated chart, table or graph into their research paper. Failure to include this product will result in a deduction of five points from your final grade on this project. Note that this Excel product does not count towards the minimum page requirement for your term paper.

 ORGANIZATION-Your paper should be written in several coherent sections. At a minimum all students should have an (a) 1 page introduction (b) 1 page review of applicable literature and (c) a 1-2 page conclusion. Note that the conclusion is not a summary in which you regurgitate points you have already made in your research paper. You should provide separate headings for each section of the paper. I am allowing you discretion as to organize the rest of the paper (sub-sections, e.g.). However, at a minimum all term papers should include the above sections. 

USE OF QUOTATIONS- Applicable quotations drawn from the pertinent literature are always beneficial in illustrating key points you are attempting to elaborate.  However, an over-reliance on quotations is demonstrative proof of a lack of independent thought and/or an attempt to stretch your paper to meet minimum length requirements.  While the use of lengthier block quotations is also useful, note that quotes do not count towards your minimum length requirement. You are expected to generate the minimum page length composed entirely of your own independent critical thought. 

ENDNOTES- You are encouraged to use explanatory endnotes to cite literature not directly germane to your argument, expand on points you made in the body of your paper, etc. Please note that endnotes do not count towards the minimum page requirement for the paper.

REFERENCES- You are required to provide complete and accurate citations for all literature included in your research paper. Failure to provide proper citations will result in a deduction of 5 points from your final grade for the term paper. Be particularly leery of  providing proper citations for Internet-derived material. Please note that your bibliography or in-text citations do not count towards the minimum page requirement for this research paper.

ANCILLARY MATERIALS- You may decide to incorporate supplementary materials  (cartoons, pictures, etc.) to enhance your product. Please be advised that these materials do not count towards the minimum length requirement for your term paper.
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TERM PAPER TIMELINE


In order to enhance the likelihood of you writing a quality research paper, it becomes necessary to establish a series of deadlines so that you can complete this project in a timely fashion. Your completed term paper must be submitted as a Word Document email attachment by Wednesday, March 6, 2005. Given the length (12-15 pages) of this research paper, and the nature of this timeline, you will not be able to procrastinate and write this paper the night before it is due. From my perspective, instituting a set of deadlines for this type of project generally results in a higher quality of papers than allowing students to wait until the last minute to get started. 

My expectations in terms of the quality I expect out of these papers, given the fact this is an upper division class, are high. If you make steady progress on this project early in the term, completing the project on time and meeting my expectations won’t prove to be a problem. If you have any need for assistance, don’t hesitate to contact me for help. Unless, prior arrangements are made, no late submission of the below facets of your research paper will be accepted. Failure to meet the below deadlines in a timely manner will result in an automatic deduction from your final grade for the project (.25 for #1, .50 for #2 and #3, one full letter grade each day for #3).  GOOD LUCK !!!
1. Proposed Paper Topic, with short bibliography-END OF WEEK THREE

All students are to meet with the instructor by January 18, 2005, to discuss their proposed paper topic, in terms of approach, linking the project to an appropriate body of theory, and possible sources in the literature to pursue. Your 150 word typewritten proposal of your paper, along with a short bibliography (5 sources) is due by January 21, 2005.


2. Extended Bibliography-WEEK FIVE

At this juncture you will be required to submit an extended bibliography to demonstrate that you have adequately researched the literature pertaining to your research paper. This bibliography should include at least 5 Books, 5 academic journal articles, and 5 other materials (newspaper, Internet) you have run across at this juncture. This bibliography is due February 4, 2005.

3. Draft of Paper- You are required to submit a draft of the introduction and literature review of your paper to the instructor for comments and suggested revisions by February 18, 2005.

3. Final Completed Paper-WEEK TEN

All papers must be received by the beginning of class on Wednesday, March 9, 2005. Students must submit a hard copy of their paper and an electronic copy as a Word Document email attachment at the above time.
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READING SUMMARIES

As part of class requirements you are to write a series of short (500-600 double-spaced, typewritten words) critical reading summaries. The general format for this learning experience is best addressed in a 4-5-paragraph style. The first paragraph should reference the article and provide a brief overview of the main points of the article. You should attempt to keep this descriptive section very concise. In the second and third paragraphs you are asked to critique one (or two) of the points made by the author with regard to the study questions listed below. In the final paragraph you should reflect on what impression the article made on your understanding of the material covered in the reading. Keeping that in mind, one should attempt to maximize their critical thought, and reflect on how the reading contrasts with other material you may have encountered, along with how your thought may have been altered/changed by exposure to the reading. 

Each of these critical reading summaries is worth 5% of your final grade for the course. The due dates for the summaries are located in parenthesis below. In an effort to improve student-writing skills, the first two reading summaries are subject to peer review. Drafts of these summaries must be provided at the beginning of class the session before they are due. The reading summary rubric located on page 3 of the course syllabus will be used to assess the quality of your critical reading summary. Unless prior arrangements are made, no late reading summaries will be accepted. 

1) While the primary motive of the mass media is to make a profit, there are a number of media outlets that are provided free to the consumer. You will randomly select one free alternative media source that the instructor has collected. You are to peruse the reading, and provide a detailed critical summary of one article in your reading source that has been isolated by the instructor. Your first paragraph should provide a general overview of the focus and intended readership of the alternative media source you have selected. How has your reading selection expanded your understanding of the subject matter, and, moreover, the relationship between the media and politics? Students who do not return the alternative media source at the time their summary is due will receive a zero for the assignment. (Draft due January 7, 2005, final version due January 10, 2005).

2 and 3) You are to write a critical summary that focuses on the recent problematic trend of the centralization of media ownership. You should focus your analysis on Bagdikian, The New Media Monopoly, chapter 2, McChesney, The Problem of the Media, chapter 7, and Bennett, News: The Politics of Illusion, chapter 3. What are the primary problems associated with the monopolization of media outlets by a select few corporations?  Note that this reading summary counts as two summaries, and should be a minimum of 750 words (5 paragraphs) in length. (Draft due January 13, 2005, final version due January 14, 2005).

4) The depiction of our political system by the entertainment industry effects the citizenry’s perceptions of the political reality in the United States. This assignment will require you to analyze a movie with a political theme and relate your selection to the prevalent themes of the course. You should attempt to connect your selected movie with two course themes. Are entertainment, education and politics compatible? Why or why not? (January 19, 2005)

5) The relationship between the media and the entertainment industry is not isolated to motion pictures. In particular America’s youth perception of the political system are highly influenced by the music industry. For this assignment you are to articulate the influence of one musical artist on the realm of politics. What was the impact of the artist you selected on the realm of politics? You should include an excerpt of lyrics from the artist you isolated to support your argument. (January 25, 2005).

6) There is a significant body of academic literature that has attempted to address the problematic nature of the mass media. As part of this assignment, you are required to critically evaluate one academic journal article. The article will be emailed from the instructor one week before the assignment is due. You should isolate the author’s thesis, describe their methodology, and analyze their primary findings. (February 1, 2005)

7) One of the most recent developments in the relationship between the media and politics has been a proliferation of Internet sites devoted to politics. As part of this assignment you are to peruse a website that will be assigned to you by the instructor. Additionally, you are to critically evaluate one article found on this website. What is the argument and bias of the author? How convincing of an argument does the author make? How has the Internet altered the shape and scope of political communication? (February 8, 2005).

8). A number of commentators, including the authors of the course’s textbooks, have pleaded for the need for comprehensive reform of the mass media. From your perspective, other than election related reforms what single reform would do the most good in altering the relationship between the media and politics? Be sure to draw on relevant course readings, class lecture and discussion. (March 1, 2005).


