
Number of Course: MM 262

Name of Course: Introduction to Digital Audio

Catalog Description:

This class introduces students to the history, theories, and technical aspects particular to the production of digital audio. Students will focus on critical examination of aural media and extend their expertise of gathering and editing audio content for use in multimedia applications.

Credit Hours: 3 credit hours

Learning Outcomes

After completing this course, students should be able to:

· describe the history and evolution of audio recording and production.
· describe the contributions and innovations of influential audio theoreticians. 
· critically examine and interpret aural content within various media.
· demonstrate technical literacy with the medium.
· demonstrate proficiency with software applications designed for audio production
Means of Assessment

Quizzes, exams, projects, and a weblog will be used to assess students’ understanding of the history, basic theoretical concepts, and the technical definitions that influence contemporary audio production.

Course Objectives

This course introduces students to the historical, theoretical, and technical aspects necessary for the successful production of audio for various media types.

Brief Course Outline

The following list represents the people and perspectives that will be investigated:

1. Early attempts to capture musical sound. Edison’s, Berliner’s, contributions.
2. Dziga Vertov and motion picture sound experiments. The futurists. Noise.
3. Pierre Schaffer. Musique concrete. Aural collage.
4. John Cage. The Sound of Silence.
5. Raymond Murray Schaffer. Soundscapes.
6. Brian Eno. Dr. Moog. Synthesizers.
7. Internet audio.
Grading Policy

Grades will be based on students’ scores on quizzes, exams, a blog journal, and successful completion of projects. Students will be graded down one letter for three unexcused absences, then another letter for each subsequent unexcused absence.

Projects
40%

Exams

30%

Quizzes
15%

Weblog
15%

Statement on Academic Misconduct

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see the 2004-05 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship - Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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