Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  MM 125

Name of Course: Foundations of Digital Media

Catalog Description: 

Introduces the process of digitizing media such as images, audio, and video, and the use of software tools used to manipulate digital media.

Credit Hours:  3

Learning Outcomes: 

After completing this course, students should be able to 

•
describe the general process of sampling and quantizing analog media to create a digital representation;

•
describe the specificprocess of digitizing images, audio, and video;

•
explain the purpose of dithering in the digitizing process;

•
use representative digital imaging software to capture and manipulate digital images;

•
use representative digital audio software to capture  and manipulate audio; and

•
demonstrate a strategy for learning to use software for working with digital media.

Means of Assessment:

Quizzes and two exams will be used to assess students’ understanding of concepts introduced in the class. Lab assignments and small projects will be used to assess students’ hands-on skills.

Course Objectives:

This class supplies students in the Multimedia Studies concentration in Computer Science/Multimedia Studies and students in the Digital Media concentration in Media Arts with fundamental knowledge of the composition of digital media and the tools used to work with digital media. 

Brief Outline of Course:

1.
Introduction and the vocabulary of digital media.

2.
Sampling.

3.
Quantizing.

4.
Dithering.

5.
Digitizing images.

6. 
Digitizing sound.

7.
Digitizing video.

Sections five and six will incorporate time learning to use appropriate software.

Grading Policies:

Grades will be based on students’ scores on quizzes and exams and successful completion of projects and lab activities. Grades will be assigned based on statistical analysis of distribution of student scores, with cutoffs for grades no higher than 90 for A, 80 for B, 70 for C, and 60 for D.

Text or Suggested Materials:  

http://digitalmedia.wfu.edu is a web site resulting from an NSF grant to create digital media course materials for use by university programs across the country. A small set of texts may be forthcoming to accompany the site.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see Student Handbook Campus Citizenship (Academic), Campus Citizenship (Behavior) online at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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