Division of Distance Education

Liberal Studies 401 Capstone (4)

Sample Syllabus

Instructor: Nancy Knowles, Loso Hall 146, 541-962-3795, nknowles@eou.edu
Office Hours: TBA

Course Outcomes:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of strategies for teaching grammar in both one-on-one and group settings

2. Demonstrate awareness of current theories about teaching grammar

3. Demonstrate understanding of issues related to developmental writing and to struggling writers

4. Demonstrate knowledge of self as teacher in general and teacher of writing in particular

UWR Outcomes:

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents.

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.

· Student will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

Means of Assessment/Grading:

· Ten grammar lessons with rationale and application to one-on-one and group settings (65%)—outcomes 1, 2, and 3

· Teaching philosophy (10%)—outcomes 3 and 4

· Reflective essay (15%)—all four outcomes

· Annotated bibliography (10%)—outcome 2

Grading information, rules, and guidelines common to all my syllabi: http://www.eou.edu/~nknowles/commonsyl.html

Schedule:

Weeks 1-2: Develop capstone proposal

Weeks 3-4: Begin reading secondary material and identifying potential lessons

Weeks 5-6: Annotated bibliography and drafts of lessons to instructor

Weeks 7-8: Draft of teaching philosophy to instructor

Week 9: Draft of reflective essay and final drafts of lessons to instructor

Week 10: Final drafts of teaching philosophy and reflective essay to instructor

Required Materials: Readings based on student research

Lessons: Each lesson should have the following structure:

1. Description of the writing problem the lesson addresses

2. Description of the strategy used to overcome this problem

3. Rationale for the strategy using own experience and secondary materials

4. Discussion of potential application in one-on-one and group activities

Teaching Philosophy (2-3 pages double-spaced): What motivates you as a teacher in general and as a teacher of writing in particular? What philosophies guide your tutoring and classroom practice? Give an example or two about how you've applied these philosophies in working with students.

Reflective Essay (4-5 pages double-spaced): Reflect on this project. What motivated you to pursue it? What do you see as the main issues affecting developmental or struggling writers? What barriers have impeded their progress? How do your lesson plans help overcome those barriers? Discuss a couple lessons in particular, your secondary reading, and your own experiences with students.

Annotated Bibliography (minimum five recent, scholarly secondary sources): List all secondary materials reviewed in MLA format. After each listing, write a summary of the argument the source makes (e.g. "X argues that..."). Then, indicate anything relevant about the discussion. What kinds of writers does the source address? What strategies does it present? What evidence supports the claims made? Does the information seem helpful to your work? Does the writer seem credible, and does the text seem recent enough to present believable, current information? Each summary should be one paragraph maximum.

