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Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  
HIST 345 
Name of Course:
Environmental History
Catalog Description:  
An overview of the dynamic field of Environmental history, covering environmental issues in vastly different historical settings, from the Pre-Columbian world to the modern, industrial United States.  Explores the multifaceted and fluid relationship between “nature” and human beings over time.  Features an in-depth analysis of the ways in which the environment has shaped peoples’ lives, daily interactions, and worldviews, while also concentrating on the impact humans have had on the environment.   
Credit Hours:  

5
Instructor: 

Dr. Ryan Dearinger; ACK 204-C; 962-3709; rdearinger@eou.edu;

 


Office hours: As posted each term and by appointment
Time and place of the course:

Varies
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  
Carolyn Merchant, ed., Major Problems in American Environmental History (Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin, 2005). 
William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England (New 
York: Hill and Wang, 1983).

Richard White, The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River (New York: Hill and 
Wang, 1995). 
Andrew Hurley, Environmental Inequalities: Class, Race, and Industrial Pollution in Gary, Indiana, 
1945-1980 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995). 
additional list of potential course texts:

Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962).

William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (New York: W.W. Norton, 1991).
William Cronon, ed., Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature (New York: W.W. 
Norton, 1996).

Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (New York: W.W. Norton, 

2005).


Henry David Thoreau, Walden; or, Life in the Woods (Boston: Dover Thrift Edition, 1995). 

Mark Fiege, Irrigated Eden: The Making of an Agricultural Landscape in the American West 

(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1999)
Shepard Krech III, The Ecological Indian: Myth and History (New York: W.W. Norton, 1999).
George Perkins Marsh, Man and Nature (1864; rpr., Seattle: University of Washington Press, 

2003).

Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac (New York: Oxford University Press, 1949). 

Carolyn Merchant, The Columbia Guide to American Environmental History (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2002).

Jennifer Price, Flight Maps: Adventures with Nature in Modern America (New York: Basic Books, 

1999).


Marc Reisner, Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water, Rev. ed.

(New York: Penguin, 1993).


Adam Rowe, The Bulldozer in the Countryside: Suburban Sprawl and the Rise of American 

Environmentalism (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001). 


Virginia Scharff, ed., Seeing Nature Through Gender (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 

2003).


Ted Steinberg, Down to Earth: Nature’s Role in American History (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2002).


Louis Warren, ed., American Environmental History (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2003). 

Donald Worster, Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1982).

Prerequisites:

(Recommended) WR 121 or equivalent; previous courses in the Social Sciences.
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon the completion of this course, students should be able to:

· Identify and critically analyze historical developments concerning the natural world; in particular, the evolving relationship between humans and their physical environments.

· Identify and critically analyze the topics, problems, controversies, and recent trends in the field of Environmental history.
· Identify and critique historical interpretations by analyzing issues in a historical context.
· Locate, summarize, and critically analyze primary and secondary sources, drawing informed conclusions and formulating independent interpretations and questions.
· Construct and refine an historical argument verbally and in writing.
· Support an argument (written and oral) by using detailed historical evidence. 

· Enter the historical conversation about the environment, evaluating the diverse ways in which humans have shaped, and have been shaped by, the natural world.
· Apply major analytical concepts, including race, class, and gender, to the study of environmental history
· Apply the knowledge and analytical tools gained in this course to other courses across the History department and Social Science curriculum, including Environmental Studies.  
Course Requirements: 
I envision this course as a cooperative effort.  Its format includes a mix of lectures, readings, discussions and debates, visual presentations, and (let us hope) relatively painless quizzes, essays, and exams.  A significant portion of your overall grade comes from participation points, and you cannot participate if you are not present. Thus, you are required to attend every class meeting, participate in discussions, and complete the following assignments: all course readings; 10 quizzes; 5 short essays; 2 formal book reviews; a take-home midterm; and a final review essay.  Assignments are intended to provoke discussion and debate, and to underscore the “doing” of history.  Your challenge is an important and exciting one: to become an environmental historian. You will read primary and secondary sources, “unpack” the work of other scholars, and formulate your own questions and interpretations.  For the most part, you will be rewarded for the process of thinking.  I will be looking for evidence that you are thinking seriously about environmental history, wrestling with concepts and issues raised in the readings, lectures, discussions, and films.  The success of a history course depends greatly on the willingness of everyone to participate actively.  It also depends on everyone having read the assigned material.  The quality as well as the frequency of your participation in discussions and debates will be factored into course grades. Thus, it is vital that students keep up with course readings, take detailed notes on readings and lectures, and come to class prepared to ask relevant questions, discuss course material, and contribute in ways that benefit fellow classmates.  Specific guidelines and expectations for quizzes, discussions, essays, and exams will be covered in class.

Means of Assessment and Grading Policies:
Attendance and participation:


10 points per week (100 total)

Ten (10) reading quizzes:


10 points each (100 total)

Five (5) exploratory essays (2 pages):

20 points each (100 total)

Two (2) formal book reviews (4-5 pages):

50 points each (100 total)




Midterm (take-home) exam:


100 points

Final review essay (7-10 pages)


100 points

Grades will be determined by the following percentage basis of the 600 possible points:

A+
98-100%
A 
97-94%

A- 
90-93%

B+
87-89%

B
84-86%

B-
80-83%

C+
77-79%

C
74-76%

C-
70-73%

D+
67-69%

D
64-66%

D-
60-63%

F
59% and . . . “look out below!”


Brief Outline of Course: 
I. What is Environmental History? 
II. Guns, Germs, and Steel: Colonialism and Ecological Revolution

III. Colonial North America: Indians, Colonists, and Changes in the Land

IV. Humans and Animals: The Destruction of the Bison

V. “Improving” Nature: Canals, Railroads, and the Paradox of Progress

VI. Wilderness in the American Mind 

VII. Nature’s Metropolis and Capitalist Integration
VIII. Labor and Extraction: Mining, Farming, and Fishing in the American West
IX. Cities, Industry, Pollution, and Health
X. Conservation and Preservation

XI. Seeing Nature Through Gender

XII. Race, Class, and Environmental Inequalities
XIII. Environmental Politics

XIV. Pacific Northwest Case Study

XV. Natural Disasters and Human Catastrophes: Hurricane Katrina

General Education Category and Outcomes:

Not applicable
Statement on Academic Misconduct:
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:
If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: 

Dr. Ryan Dearinger
Date:  



November 2009










