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Number of Course:  GEOL 401 (Writing Intensive)

Name of Course:  Research

Catalog Description:   

Student research supervised by one of the geology faculty.  Includes preparation of a

research proposal and timetable; significant field, laboratory and library study; and a public presentation

of research results and submission of a written report in a format suitable for the Eastern Oregon

University Science Journal.  Prerequisite:  GEOL 201, 202, 203; at least one upper division geology

course; and junior class standing.

Credit Hours:  By arrangement.

Learning Outcomes:  

Students will prepare a research proposal listing their main goals, put together a timetable summarizing the things they will need to do for their project, and state what the final product of their research will be.  Next they will complete field and/or laboratory studies and a survey of the geologic literature on their proposed topic.  And then they will write up a report outline, rough draft, and final draft of their research results in a format suitable for the Eastern Oregon University science journal.  The students can also elect to present their research at the Eastern Oregon University Research Symposium and/or at other professional forums such as meetings of the Geological Society of America.

Means of Assessment:  

Students will be graded on the overall quality of their research:  Original?  In-depth?  An important contribution to the field?  And, they will be graded on the overall quality of their final report and oral presentation:  Clearly and professionally presented?  Logical and easy to understand?

Course Objectives:  

The objectives of this course are to give students the opportunity to plan and do original research involving field and laboratory studies and to give students the opportunity to learn how to write up and present their research results to a professional audience.

Brief Outline of Course (Schedule of topics and assignments):  

I.
Prepare research proposal including:  Project title, goals, summary of steps needed to complete the project (in chronological order), the final product of the research, etc.

II.
Field and lab work

III.
Literature survey (done in conjunction with putting together proposal, fieldwork and lab studies)

IV.
Presentation of results (Report outline; Rough draft; Final draft; Presentation of results orally or in poster format.)

Grading Policies:


Planning the research will count 20% of the grade; conducting the research will count 40% of the 
grade; and writing up the results and presenting them will count 40% of the grade.

Outstanding work that fulfills the goals of the project and demonstrates clearly that the student has learned how to do research and present the results effectively will receive an A.  Work which fulfills most of the goals of the project, but not all, and/or work which could be presented more clearly or effectively, but still presents the primary results of the research in a way that can be understood, will receive a B.  Research projects that could have benefited from more extensive and/or careful research and presentation of the material, but which show a considerable amount of effort and thought on the part of the student will receive a C.  Research projects that fail to fulfill the goals of the project or projects that were presented ineffectively, but show signs of effort and work on the part of the project will receive a D.  Projects that show a minimum amount of effort and results will receive an F.


To receive credit for this course as an upper-division UWR writing-intensive course: 
· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better.

Text or Suggested Materials:  TBA

Statement on Academic Misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its

student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited

to cheating; plagiarism; or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade

reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being

expelled from the university - or a combination of these.

See Section II of the Student Handbook and Planning Calendar for clarification.

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need reasonable

accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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