General Education Syllabus
Eastern Oregon University 
School of Arts and Sciences
ENGL 239: Genres  
War Literature 
Gen Ed-Humanities 

Credit hours: 4 

Instructor: 
Nancy Knowles 
 Office: Loso 146--(541) 962-3795 
Fax: (541) 962-3596 
E-mail: nknowles@eou.edu 
Home page: http://www2.eou.edu/~nknowles 
Office hours: M 10-11, TR 1-2, and by appointment 

Prerequisites: WR 121 or 131 and any 100-level English course. 

Catalog description: Introduction to the study of literary genres. Individual courses will focus on genres such as the novel, short fiction, poetry, drama, or the essay. 

Focus of this particular version of ENGL 239: World War I literary genres. 

General Education course information: 

a. A brief statement regarding how the course meets the mission of General Education. The Mission is: 

The General Education Program at Eastern Oregon University challenges students to become critical, creative thinkers and engaged, knowledgeable citizens, open to new ways of looking at the world.
In ENGL 239: Genres, focusing on World War I literary genres, students study genres such as short story, poetry, novel, and film in order to explore the purposes and uses of genre. The arrangement and framing of these texts provides a critical stance from which students can examine their reading. For example, by reading texts from the era of the Great War having similar themes, students can observe the effect of different genre choices. Furthermore, exposure to texts regarding war from the early 20th century invites students, as "engaged, knowledgeable citizens," to reflect critically upon their experiences of violence in contemporary society. 
b. Identify which components of the General Education requirements will be met by completion of this course. 

II. General Knowledge: Disciplinary Breadth (45 Credits) 
Category One - Study of Aesthetics and Humanities
A liberally educated person should be familiar with the methodology, practice, and controversies regarding interpretation of texts (in the most general sense). Students will choose from specifically designed coursework in a variety of disciplines. Upon completion of course work in this category, students should be able to identify and distinguish between genres and cultures, delineate and analyze aesthetic features of cultural artifacts and make sound aesthetic judgments, read critically, differentiate fields of inquiry within the humanities, discuss historical context, integrate knowledge through humanistic inquiry, and express themselves effectively.
c. Identify the specific General Education outcomes that the course will address and describe how the course will assess these General Education outcomes in relation to student achievement. 
Learning outcomes (Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to...): 

1. Understand the methodology, practice, and controversies regarding the interpretation of World War I literature as part of its historical context; 

2. Understand the concept of genre; analyze the purposes and effects of poetic, filmic, and prose genres; and identify the use of techniques particular to certain genres; 

3. Write effectively about war literature as a means of discovery and of sharing critical and creative responses. 

Means of assessment (The above outcomes will all be assessed using the following methods): 

· Discussions of the assigned literature and of colleagues' ideas and writing (10%) 
· Weekly 250-word responses (20%) 
· 5-page analysis paper (30%) 
· Genre-switching assignment and 5-page analysis paper (40%) 
All grades assume a C represents satisfactory work. GE credit requires a "C-" overall. 
A 92-100, A- 90-91, B+ 88-89, B 82-87, B- 80-81, C+ 78-79, C 72-77, C- 70-71, D+ 68-69, D 62-67, D- 60-61, F 59 and below 

Required materials: 
· Fussell, Paul. The Great War and Modern Memory (ISBN# 019553323) 
· Silkin, Jon. The Penguin Book of First World War Poetry (ISBN# 0141180099) 
· Remarque, Erich Maria. All Quiet on the Western Front (ISBN# 0449213943) 
· Woolf, Virginia. Jacob's Room (ISBN# 1451526651) 
Other materials: 
· Additional readings available online 
· Film to be selected as a class 
