DRAFT

EDUCATIONAL POLICY AND CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

POLICY HANDBOOK 

ORGANIZATION

The Educational Policy and Curriculum Committee shall consist of eleven (11) members, including six (6) teaching faculty with representation from each College as follows:  three (3) teaching faculty shall be from the College of Arts and Sciences, two (2) teaching faculty shall be from the College of Education, and one (1) teaching faculty shall be from the College of Business; and two (2) students appointed by the recognized student government.  At least four (4) of the teaching faculty members must be tenured.  The Provost or his/her designee, the Registrar, and a representative from the Division of Distance Education shall serve ex officio, without vote.  The Provost’s Office shall provide staff support for the Committee.  Teaching faculty members shall be elected by the Assembly to two-year terms.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Develop and review education programs, curricular policies, and course offerings and to recommend the implementation of these programs and policies to the Assembly.

CURRENT PROCEDURAL OVERVIEW

Any new course, course changes (e.g., name, credits, catalog description or language), course deletion, program changes, or new programs/ minors/concentrations must undergo several procedural steps before the approval process is complete and the changes are officially adopted.

Step 1

Individuals or groups proposing curricular changes must first seek recommendation from the discipline, the program/division, and the College prior to submission to the EPCC.  This academic process may include seeking peer advice on course proposals, the discipline’s advice on general education suitability or a College’s recommendation on program changes.  

Program changes, along with the addition majors, minors and concentrations, must be formally approved by the respective College before submission to the EPCC.  New majors and degree programs, once approved by EPCC and the Assembly, must also be approved by the Provost and the State Board of Higher Education. 

Changes in course pre-requisites and minor course catalog description changes, which do not alter the substance of the course do not need approval at EPCC.

Step 2

Proposals for curricular or policy changes must then be prepared as follows:

Cover page:  EPCC Action Request form must accompany all proposals 

(see:  http://www.eou.edu/academics/epcc/ )

Syllabus:  All requests must have a current syllabus attached in the format shown on the EPCC web page.

General Education/UWR requests:  Criteria for General Education and/or UWR should be clearly addressed in the course syllabus.

Step 3

EPCC proposals must be received in the Provost’s office a minimum of 10 days prior to the meeting at which the proposal will be considered, in order to allow EPCC members a full week in which to review the proposals.  EPCC Action Request forms and the necessary attachments should be emailed to: kolson@eou.edu
Step 4

The Action Request should be presented to the EPCC by the principle proposer, generally the faculty member(s) involved.  Once introduced, a member of the committee can act as an advocate to offer the item before the committee as a motion.  Following Robert’s Rules of Order, the EPCC will decide on the question before them.

Step 5

If approved, the proposal goes to the Assembly for information and/or a formal vote.  Policy issues, major programs, approvals or other matters of campus importance need to be approved by the Assembly.  The Chair of EPCC (or a designate) will recommend the proposal for approval to the Assembly, but will generally refer questions or debate to the principle proposers.  The proposal is approved after favorable action by the Assembly.

The Chair of EPCC will submit to the Chair of the Assembly an agenda of Action Requests that require Assembly approval, as well as items that are for information only. 

CALENDAR FOR EPCC ACTION ITEMS:

The following deadlines apply for all curricular action items to reach EPCC:

· For December Assembly Approval:
November 15.

· For March Assembly Approval:

February 1.

· For June Assembly Approval:

May 1.

EPCC Assembly Action Agenda

The EPCC Action Agenda will normally include those items that may be controversial or that are deemed to require broader discussion at the Assembly. 

The following items are among those that require Assembly approval:
· Course additions

· Course deletions

· Changes in core requirements for a major or minor

· Major program additions or deletions

· Program changes, including new minors and concentrations

· Course number changes

· Policy issues

The following items are among those that do not require Assembly approval, but are presented for information only:

· General Education requests

· University Writing Requirement requests

· Course name change

· Course credit change

· Changes in catalog language

POLICIES:

Credit Requirements on Undergraduate Majors, Minors and Concentrations  

Approved at 5/1/01 Assembly
Undergraduate Majors:  Minimum 45 credits, including 30 upper division credits

Undergraduate Minors:  Minimum 30 credits, including 15 upper division credits

Concentrations:  Minimum 21 credits, including 15 upper division credits

 University Restrictions on “Double-Dipping”

Approved at 3/2/05 Assembly

There is no University-wide policy prohibiting the double use of courses.  Programs may or may not allow “double-dipping” between their major and a second major, between their major and a minor, between their minor and a major, or between their minor and a second minor.

University Major and Minor Residency Requirement

Approved at 3/2/05 Assembly 

All EOU minors require a minimum of 10 EOU credits in the minor; all EOU majors require a minimum of 20 EOU credits, at least 10 of which must be upper division, in the major.

Policy on Selected Topics courses (X10)

Approved at 3/2/05 Assembly

A Selected Topics course is, by definition, an experimental course to be offered a limited number of times.  In general, a Selected Topics course may be offered for up to 2 years, after which the program faculty must fill out an EPCC New Course Request form to add the course to the permanent curriculum. The request must then be approved by the Division (if appropriate), College, EPCC and Assembly.

A Selected Topics course with a specific discipline prefix (e.g., MATH, PHIL) does not need formal approval and is usually determined by the program faculty within program considerations.

A Selected Topics course with a prefix that is not specific to one discipline (i.e., HUM, SSCI, SCI) must have the Dean’s approval prior to listing the course in the schedule or offering the course.  The Dean will then have the course reviewed by the appropriate program faculty or Division.

Requests for General Education credit for Selected Topics courses must follow the same procedures as for all courses.

POLICY ON SELECTED TOPICS AND UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS

Approved at 3/9/06 Assembly
After spring term of 2006, EPCC will no longer approve Selected Topics courses for General Education or UWR university graduation requirements.  All courses that seek to satisfy those university graduation requirements should be approved by EPCC and the Assembly and become part of the permanent curriculum.

After spring term of 2007, Selected Topics courses will no longer be used to satisfy General Education, UWR, or Math Competency university graduation requirements.

Any exceptions to this policy must have both EPCC and the College Dean’s approval and will be allowed only once.

DISCIPLINE CREDIT LIMITATION POLICY

Approved at 3/9/06 Assembly

Implementation Date:  3/9/06

For the Bachelor of Science Degree:  “A maximum of 90 hours in one discipline may be applied to the Bachelor of Science degree”

For the Bachelor of Arts Degree:  “ A maximum of 90 hours in one discipline may be applied to the Bachelor of Arts degree”

New Policy footnote:  

For the following interdisciplinary programs, individual prefixes will be counted as separate disciplines:  Business/Economics, Biochemistry, Anthropology/Sociology, Philosophy, Politics & Economics, and Computer Science/Multimedia Studies.  For the interdisciplinary program PES/EXS/HWS, the prefixes PES and EXS will be counted as one discipline, while HWS will be counted separately.  For the interdisciplinary program English/Writing, the two prefixes will be counted as one discipline.

When new interdisciplinary programs are approved, EPCC will survey the appropriate faculty and determine, as part of the program approval process, how to count the individual prefixes involved in the program.  

Proposed Revision to EOU’s General Education Curriculum

Approved at 3/9/06 Assembly

To Take Effect Fall 2006

Complete the New General Education Curriculum. Complete a minimum of 15 credits in Communication and Critical Thinking, and 45 credits in General Knowledge for a total of 60 credit hours. General Knowledge contains five categories, and students must complete a minimum of seven credits, in at least two classes (excluding labs) in each category. No more than twelve credits in each category may count toward the General Education requirement. No one-credit waivers will be given in any category.

