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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

COURSE SYLLABUS

ED 499:  Senior Seminar
(3 credits)  

The capstone project provides an opportunity for you to examine in depth some of the learning from your university experience. You are expected to examine the research and literature relating to your selected topic area, synthesize the findings, engage in some original work, and share your final product with an audience. A formal written report of approximately 25 pages is common but other products are possible. 

Required Text: Perrin, R. (2004). Pocket Guide to APA Style. Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin.
Instructor:
Dr. M. Ruth Davenport



Zabel 248, 962-3412, email:  rdavenpo@eou.edu



Office hours: By appointment 

Course Requirements: 

1. Selecting a topic 

Consider topics in your university course work (major and minor areas) about which you would like to know more. Consider the value of the in-depth study to increase your personal understanding or application to a future career. After your initial brainstorming, meet with the course instructor to determine the feasibility of your ideas.

2. Focusing your topic 

After you and the instructor have determined your proposal is feasible, examine the related research literature to narrow your topic or to determine the scope of your study.  Meet again with the instructor to confirm the focus of the overall project.

3. Writing a proposal

Submit for approval a two-page proposal to include:


a)  Why the topic is of interest to you;

b) The procedure to be used to gather information, including library and 

technology sources, interviews, observations, surveys or other forms of data gathering, etc.;


c)  A schedule for completion;


d) The nature of the final product and a plan for presentation.

     Your instructor will provide feedback about your proposal as well as help you refine it, if needed.

4. Doing the research

Projects may vary in form and design and may include:

a) Development of an idea or topic--a standard research paper written in 

APA format (with original work)


b)   Interviews of professionals on a topic (with transcripts) and a summary report

c) Development of materials for classroom use with a written report on the 

theoretical foundation stating the educational value of the curriculum 

materials and a rationale for their use

d) Practice with teaching, tutoring or other interactions with children/teens. 

Report written to summarize each tutoring session, teaching decisions, 

learner’s goals, results of instruction, assessment and evaluation materials

e) Field investigations such as surveys or experiments

5. Submitting Initial Drafts

According to the time line you have agreed on with your instructor, drafts must be submitted for feedback.

6. Submitting Work, Reading and Writing Logs

Each week you will meet with Dr. D. and submit a log of the work you have done on the project. This might be time visiting with people to interview, finding resources in the library, reading professional journals, collecting data, analyzing data or writing. The log headings should include:

	Date
	Engagement – Be specific

If reading, Give name of article or book read

If writing, tell what section of paper

	
	


7. Presenting your findings

You are expected to have both: 


a) A written or visual product  (including references in APA style)


b) A presentation.  Spring Symposium is a good venue for your work although other opportunities can be created for presenting your work, such as an audience of faculty members.

Time line:*

	Week
	Step to accomplish

	1
	Meet with Dr. D. as needed to: 1) Select topic, 2) Focus topic, 3) Submit proposal

	2
	Meet with Dr. D. to finalize proposal and project focus – Get signature

	3
	Meet with Dr. D. – Progress report –  Log

	4
	Meet with Dr. D. – Progress report –  Log

	5
	Meet with Dr. D. – Progress report –  Log

	6
	Meet with Dr. D. – Progress report – Plan for presentation

	7
	Meet with Dr. D. – Progress report –  Log  - First draft of written product

	8
	Meet with Dr. D. – Progress report –  Log

	9
	Revised draft of written product

	10
	Final draft of written product

	11
	Presentation (if you have not already presented, e.g. Spring Symposium)


*Those wishing to complete senior seminar in two terms may negotiate a different time line with the instructor.

Grading:
30%
Research Process  

(timeliness, initiating and maintaining contact with instructor, finding appropriate sources, designing original work, maintaining work log, quality of professional writing, use of APA guidelines)

50%
Research Product 

(Using the six trait scoring guide, scores averaging four will receive a C, scores averaging between 4.1 and 4.9 will receive a B, scores averaging 5 and above will receive an A.)

20%
Presentation  

(Using the ODE speaking scoring guide, scores averaging four will receive a C, scores averaging between 4.1 and 4.9 will receive a B, scores averaging 5 and above will receive an A.)

 University Writing Requirement

Outcomes for upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents.  

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.  

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.  

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor. 

Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better, and UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback. 

UWR writing-intensive courses will address punctuation, grammar, and disciplinary documentation style, but they are primarily intended to be discipline courses which use writing tasks to help students learn the material and learn how to write effectively in the discipline

Syllabus developed by Kenneth Smith, Revised for 2003-2004 by Carol Lauritzen

Revised for Spring 2004 by M. Ruth Davenport
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