Eastern Oregon University 
College of Education

Course Syllabus
ECED 420 Child and Family Literacy II
(3 credits)  



This course analyzes theory and research on literacy development in children, birth through age eight and applies it to developmentally appropriate practices for young children's literacy learning. It examines the effects of the home and classroom environment on literacy learning and the role of families, caregivers, teachers and communities in literacy learning. The emphasis of this course is on the role of early childhood educators in working with families and in classrooms to promote emergent literacy. Students will link their professional experiences in the early childhood field, developing, implementing and evaluating a range of language and literacy experience for young children.  Prerequisite:  ECED 320 Child and Family Literacy I 

Mode:  Distance-delivered, computer-facilitated course

Texts: Lilly, E. & Green, C. (2004). Developing partnerships with families through

children's literature.  Boston: Pearson.

McGee, L. M. & Richgels, D. J. (2003). Designing early literacy programs: Strategies for at-risk preschool and kindergarten children. New York: TheGuilford Press.

Instructor:  Carol Lauritzen

Zabel 242, phone 962-3557, clauritz@eou.edu 
Course Outcomes

•Explain the relationship between learning to write and learning to read

•Employ appropriate assessment of young children's literacy development, including the methods of observation, Concepts about Print, and invented spelling

•Define the concept of emergent literacy

•Investigate the role of adults and peers in children's literacy learning

•Plan and implement a rich literacy - learning environment

•Demonstrate how to implement culturally sensitive pedagogy

•Investigate the field of children's literature and examine ways of incorporating it into learning environments in home and school settings.

•Determine how literacy experiences can be integrated throughout the day and across the curriculum in early childhood education settings.
Course Topics

• Emergent Literacy

• Assessment of reading and writing

• Creating a literacy rich environment in the home, day care and preschool 

• Infusing the literacy program with culturally sensitive pedagogy

• Utilizing children’s literature to facilitate language and literacy learning

• Integrating literacy across the curriculum

• Designing and implementing effective early literacy programs

Course Requirements/Assignments

1.Analyze the literacy environment of both a home and a classroom.  Recommend changes based on the characteristics of a literacy rich environment.

2. Create a bibliography of children’s literature for integrating across the curriculum

3. Design an early literacy curriculum appropriate to your classroom. Teach one to three lessons from this curriculum.

4. Participate effectively in weekly online discussion boards
Student Evaluation and Grading

Students will be provided with a scoring guide for each assignment.

Each assignment will receive a letter grade.  The final grade will be determined by the following weighting.


Weekly discussion boards

40%


Bibliography



10%


Environment analysis


20 % (10% for the home and classroom)


Literacy curriculum design

30%

Student Conduct Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website.

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact Pat Arnson (541-962-3081), Disability Services Coordinator.
Syllabus developed by Carol Lauritzen, Spring 2005  
