Eastern Oregon University 
College of Education

Course Syllabus
Course Number: ECED 360 
Course Title: Early Childhood Curriculum and Learning I (3 credits)

Course Description

The course covers major concepts and principles of curricula and learning within the field of early childhood education. Topics include current issues, theoretical and historical underpinnings, career opportunities, curriculum, behavior and guidance, and observation.  Observation of early childhood programs is required. Prerequisite:  Associate degree in early childhood education.

Mode: Distance-delivered, computer-facilitated course

Text: Essa, Eva L. (1999). Introduction to Early Childhood Education. 3rd Ed. Albany, NY: Delmar. 

Additional readings include selections from the Oregon State Curriculum Standards for K-3 and article selections concerning behavior and guidance issues.

Instructor
Dr. Ralph Woodward

Zabel Hall 237

Office Hours by Appointment

541-962-3413

rwoodwar@eou.edu

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

• To understand and articulate the integration of physical, cognitive, linguistic, and

   social/emotional domains in early childhood curriculum development,
• To understand developmentally appropriate learning environment,

• To recognize the implication of current issues in the field of early childhood education, 
• To gain experience with making classroom observations.
Course Topics

• Historical Perspective and Influential Approaches
• Purpose of ECE, Current Issues

• Developmental and Learning Theories in the Development of Curriculum

• Retention and Readiness

• Observation of Young Children

• Curriculum in Early Childhood

• Role of Play on Learning

Course Requirements/Assignments

1. Reflective journal of observations in early childhood settings

2. Observation of curriculum/play

3. Develop a philosophy of early childhood education

4. Compile a portfolio of articles / resources from library and internet on early childhood

    curriculum

Student Evaluation and Grading

1. Reflective log of observations in early

    childhood settings




30% of Grade

2. Observation of play




25% of Grade

3. Philosophy of early childhood education

25% of Grade

4. Portfolio of articles / resources



20% of Grade







Total: 100%

Late Work: The instructor is under no obligation to accept late assignment unless agreed to beforehand.

Student Conduct Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website.

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact Pat Arnson (541-962-3081), Disability Services Coordinator.
Syllabus developed by Ralph Woodward, Ph.D., March 2005. 
