Eastern Oregon University 
College of Education

Course Syllabus
Course Number: ECED 330
Course Title: Early Childhood Development I, (3 credits)

Course Description: 

To be an effective early-childhood teacher, we must be able to facilitate learning through the understanding of the principles of human development as they relate to the physical, intellectual, personality, and social learning process of children attending preschool programs.  This course explores the theoretical, practical, and applied approaches to the child’s early development. Prerequisite:  Associate degree in early childhood education.

Mode:  Distance-delivered, computer-facilitated course

Text: Berk, L E (2005). Infants & Children: Prenatal through Middle Childhood. (4th Ed.). Boston. MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Instructor: 

Dr. Ralph Woodward

Zabel Hall 237

Office Hours by Appointment

541-962-3413

rwoodwar@eou.edu
Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to discuss:

• current learning theories and their implementation to early-childhood classroom practice,

• current understandings relative to learners’ individual differences,

• issues relative to the learning environment,

• various developmental processes and how these are related to sound classroom practice.

Course Topics

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

• describe ways individuals differ as learners,

• describe several different developmental learning styles,

• explain the perspectives of behavioral, cognitive and constructivist theorists on learning, the

  role of the teacher, and knowledge,

• make connections between learning theory and classroom practice.

Course Requirements/Assignments

Your grade for this course will be based on the following:

1. Formative Assessment (Take-Home Mid-Term) - 25%

This assessment will cover terms and/ or concepts from the text. Responses will include a short answer and applications of concepts covered.

2. Summative Assessment (Take-Home Final) – 25%

This will be the same format as the mid-term.

3. Development Project – 50%

The mutually agreed on project is based on your teaching assignment and must be

useful to you. Provide a rationale and outline with sufficient detail for me to understand

what your project entails. Send this via: E-mail as a Microsoft Word attachment, FAX, 

or U.S. mail. Upon receipt, I will contact you.

A scoring guide provided at the beginning of the course will assess each assignment.

Student Evaluation and Grading

1. Formative Assessment (Mid-Term)
 25 % of Grade

2. Summative Assessment (Final)

 25 % of Grade

3. Your Development Project

 50 % of Grade
Total: 100 %

Late Work: The instructor is under no obligation to accept late assignment unless agreed to beforehand.

Student Conduct Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website.

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact Pat Arnson (541-962-3081), Disability Services Coordinator.
Syllabus by Ralph Woodward, Ph.D., March 2005.

