Eastern Oregon University 
College of Education

Course Syllabus
ECED 320 Child and Family Literacy I
(3 credits)  


This course introduces theory and research on language and literacy development in children, birth through age eight. It develops an awareness of social and cultural differences in language and literacy learning. The emphasis of this course is on early language development and its implications for literacy learning as well as the role of family and environment in developing the foundations of literacy. Prerequisite:  An associate degree in early childhood education.

Mode:  Distance-delivered, computer-facilitated course

Texts: Jalongo, M. R. (2000). Early childhood language arts (3rd ed.). Boston:

Allyn and Bacon.

Edwards, P. A. (2004). Children’s literacy development: Making it happen through school, family and community involvement.  Boston: Pearson Education.

Instructor:  Carol Lauritzen

Zabel 242, phone 962-3557, clauritz@eou.edu 
Course Outcomes

•Critically examine significant theories and research of oral language and literacy development in young children.

•Analyze the impact of family and community on language and literacy development in young children

•Define and describe the characteristics of children's oral language development and linguistic awareness.

•Compare and contrast the linguistic differences across cultures and socio-economic status

•Differentiate between the language learning needs of bilingual, ELL and culturally

diverse children

•Explain the relationships between young children's literacy learning and 1) play, 2) physical activity, 3) oral language, 4) environment print, 5) reading aloud and literature, and 6) life experiences

•Be aware of developmentally appropriate children's literature and demonstrate ways families and early childhood caregivers can bring children and literature together
Course Topics

•  Diversity in Children’s Language

•  Language Acquisition and Development

•  Supporting the Listening and Speaking Ability of Young Children

•  Improving Family-School Partnerships

• Play and Physical Activity

•  Supporting Language and Literacy through Literature and Reading Aloud

•  Theories and Research about Language and Literacy Development
Course Requirements/Assignments

1. Weekly entries and responses in the online discussion boards, based on

textbook and other resources

2. Choose from a list of essay topics.  Address the essay prompt and

*present an overview of recent and relevant research elating to the topic,

* link this research with the theoretical precepts underpinning it,

* discuss the implications of research for young children and for early childhood educators including practice examples, and

*demonstrate upper division levels of academic quality and APA style

3. Make a bibliography of literature for the age group you teach.  The bibliography should reflect a diverse population. Conduct a read aloud session with a small group of children.  Analyze the experience.

4.  Analyze the family-school literacy connection for the school situation in which you are involved.  Recommend changes.  Implement and report on one change.
Student Evaluation and Grading

Students will be provided with a scoring guide for each assignment.

Each assignment will receive a letter grade.  The final grade will be determined by the following weighting.

Weekly discussion boards
40%

Essay



20%

Literature and Read aloud
20%

Family-school Connection
20%

Writing Intensive Outcomes:  By successful completion of this course, students will fulfill the Writing Intensive requirement by producing at least 5000 words (including drafts, discussion board writing, and polished papers); at least 2000 words of this total in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  Students will do the following:

• Practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of writing used by graduates and professionals in early childhood education

•Write one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing APA documentation style.

• Draft, revise and edit formal written work.

• Seek assistance from the online writing lab when needed or when referred by the instructor

• Complete the course with a C- or better

UWR writing-intensive courses allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback.

Student Conduct Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website.

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact Pat Arnson (541-962-3081), Disability Services Coordinator.
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