EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

School of Arts and Sciences

Division of Science and Mathematics

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:
CHEM 407 (capstone course) (UWR writing intensive to be approved this term)
Name of Course:

Seminar

Prerequisites:  

CHEM 336 or equivalent

Credit Hours:

One

Room and time of course:
BH 148 –Wednesday 11:00-11:50 am

Instructor Information:
Anna G. Cavinato




Office: Badgley 303G




Office phone: 541-962-3561




E-Mail: anna.cavinato@eou.edu



Homepage: www.eou.edu/acavinat



Office hours: TR 8:30-10:30 am or by appointment

Course Description:
Chemistry seminar is a three-term, capstone course for chemistry and biochemistry majors and other students interested in presenting seminars in the field of chemistry.  In the fall term students explore methods of searching the chemical literature including Chemical Abstracts, Science Citation Index, Chemical Titles, U.S. Patent Gazette and Computer Data Bases as well as other references, select an appropriate seminar topic within the major theme provided by the instructor, and research the topic as evidenced by CAS on-line searches (or similar reports).  During winter term students write a detailed manuscript on the chosen topic according to the UWR guidelines.  During spring term students deliver a technical professional presentation on the same topic.  Attendance is required at all seminar presentations and scheduled class meetings.

Learning Outcomes:

 At the completion of this course students should be able to:

1. conduct literature searches including CAS on-line to research a specific topic.

2. deliver a technical professional presentation on a topic of current chemical interest;

3. develop technical written and oral communication skills; 

4. use various presentation software including Power Point to organize and present the seminar;

UWR Learning  Outcomes:

At the completion of this course:

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents.  

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.  

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.  

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor. 

Required Materials: 

The ACS Style Guide: A Manual for Authors and Editors, 2nd Edition, by Dodd.  Additional resources will be provided through the course and in the library.

Outline of course requirements and assessment:

The following outline indicates the requirements for the student on a term basis and the percentage of their final grade based on their accomplishments.  Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better.

Fall Term
During the Fall term, the student becomes acquainted with methods of searching the chemical literature.  By the end of fall term, the student selects and researches the topic of their presentation from a general topic supplied by the instructor.  The topic must be approved by the instructor.   Evidence of research is required in the form of CAS on-line printouts or similar reports.  The class will meet 5 times during the term.
	ACTIVITY
	PERCENTAGE OF GRADE

	Research of seminar topic
	20%


Winter Term
Students and faculty are presented with a draft manuscript of the selected topic by the end of the second week of classes.  Each student will respond to two other participants' drafts according to a scoring rubric provided by the instructor.  The polished version of this manuscript will be due at the end of the term.  The class will meet a minimum of 5 times during the term.

	ACTIVITY
	PERCENTAGE OF GRADE

	Peer review of seminar manuscript
	20%

	Polished manuscript
	20%


Spring Term
Students deliver a 50 minute technical presentation on their topic using Power Point or similar tools .  The class will meet as many times as necessary for all students to make their presentation.  Attendance to all presentations is mandatory.
	ACTIVITY
	PERCENTAGE OF GRADE

	Technical Presentation
	40%


Attendance policy:

Attendance to all scheduled seminars including seminars from invited speakers is mandatory.

Statement on Academic Integrity:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University-or a combination of these.  (Please see the 2004-2005 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship – Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html)

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234.  Telephone: 962-3081.  
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