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Course Syllabus

Course Number  
Art 310

Course Name
Photojournalism

Instructor
Kerry Loewen

Catalog Description
Photography technique and theory as they relate to Journalism.

Prerequisite
Art 261

Credit Hours
4.0

Course Fee
TBA

Learning Outcomes: 

After completing this course students will be able to:

•
Demonstrate manual operation of a digital still camera.

•
Demonstrate the ability to manipulate images using Photoshop and other appropriate photo-editing software.

•
Apply photography skills to a field of study.

•
Combine words and photographs to tell a story on the printed or virtual page.

•
Produce professional-quality photographs.

•
Evaluate photographs based on professional standards.

•
Differentiate between various branches of photojournalism.

•
Demonstrate the application of journalist ethics as they apply to photojournalism.

Means of Assessment:
•
Participation in peer and Instructor critiques

•
Final Portfolio showing technical and conceptual cohesion

•
Quizzes and exams

•
Individual and group presentations

•
Final written self-evaluation of progress completed during the quarter

Brief Outline of Course:

You will gain an understanding of the basic visual and technical aspects of photojournalism through a series of assignments in which you photograph general news events, feature stories, sports, personality portraits, community events, and other standard newspaper, magazine and public relations subjects. The history and impact of photojournalism on American culture, and the ethical and moral questions about editing, cropping and digital image manipulation that circulate through photojournalism today will be discussed. By providing a basic appreciation of photojournalism, this course should be of value to aspiring photojournalists as well as writers and editors seeking a broader visual awareness.
Grading Policies


Attendance — it is assumed that everyone is self-motivated and disciplined. You are responsible for completing all assignments on the specified due date. Attendance is required at all lectures, demonstrations, laboratories and critiques. Attendance means arriving on time and staying for the entire class session. Failure to attend classes, tardy arrivals, and early departures will affect the final grades as follows:

•
Four late arrivals drop the final grade by one step (A to A-; A- to B+…),

•
Arriving 30 minutes or more after the start of class or leaving 30 minutes or more before the end of class will be considered an absence,

•
Two unexcused absences will drop the final grade by one full grade (A to B; B to C…),

•
Three consecutive unexcused absences or four total unexcused absences may result in a final grad of F,

•
Excused absences do not lower grades. Excused absences are: illness or other medical necessity accompanied by a doctor’s note; death in the student’s family.

Once you are enrolled in this class you are responsible for the completion of all assignments. If you must for serious and compelling reasons, withdraw from this class, YOU MUST SEE ME IN PERSON and YOU MUST COMPLETE THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK. If you simply disappear without explanation you will receive a failing grade.

Incompletes will NOT be given except for documented medical emergencies. 

Evaluation — Photography is a visual medium so your course grade will be based on the quality and content of the photographs you produce. Merely completing all of the assignments is not enough. Effort, talent and desire to grow as an individual and as an artist are critical. Your attitude and contributions to the flow of ideas are necessary and will be reflected in your final grade.

GRADES

A = Absolutely no doubt of superior performance. Final portfolio of photographs demonstrates technical and aesthetic excellence. Clear evidence of photographic talent, imagination and commitment. Active participation in classroom discussions and critiques.

B = An effort to go beyond the requirements. Good Work.

C = Completion of all assignments. Average quality. Minimal effort at class participation.

D = Generally low quality work. Missing one or two assignments. Not attending one or more critiques. Minimal participation in class.

F = The unspeakable. Very poor quality work. Three or more missing assignments. Excessive unexcused absence. Frequent late arrivals. Not attending the final. Missing two or more critiques. Serious attitude problems.

Participation
10%

Midterm
10%

Final
20%

Assignments
60%

Text or Suggested Materials:  

Horton, Brian. Associated Press Guide to Photojournalism – 2nd  Ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2001. ISBN 0071363874.

Kobré, Kenneth. Photojournalism, Fifth Edition : The Professional's approach. Focal Press; 5th edition 2004. ISBN: 0240806107.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see the 2004-05 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship - Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html 

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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