General Education Syllabus

Eastern Oregon University

School of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Prefix and Number of Course:  ANTH 360

Name of Course:  Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory. 

Catalog Description: This course focuses on an introduction to archaeological method and theory and a survey of world prehistory starting with the rise and evolution of human ancestors in eastern and southern Africa 4 million years ago.  Next, an overview is provided of human migrations around the globe and the cultural developments associated with the transition from simple hunting and gathering bands to agriculture and complex city-states in the New and Old worlds. 

General Education Course Information:

a.  Meeting the General Education Mission:  Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory exposes students to critically thinking about the origins of humans in Africa, technological developments, the evolution of sociocultural, political, and economic, complexity, the emergence of agriculture, and the rise and fall of civilizations.  

The theoretical paradigms and class material promotes the development of critical thinking skills about anthropology, world prehistory, and archaeological method and theory.  

b.  Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory will fulfill 5 credits of General Knowledge: Study of Human Behavior (HB) under the new Gen Ed system, and Social Science (S) under the old system (for DDE students).

c.  Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory will meet the following General Education Outcomes.  After completion of this course, students should be able to:

1.  Exhibit a general understanding of the evolution of hunting and gathering humans in Africa, the adoption of agriculture in the Old and New Worlds, and the appearance, florescence, and collapse of complex societies and civilizations (GE outcome: Employ basic terminology and concepts; analyze and interpret data).

2.  Demonstrate knowledge of archaeological method and theory (GE outcome:  Employ basic terminology and concepts; argue effectively based on available evidence; analyze and interpret data; characterize competing subparadigms).

3.  Discuss how archaeology and knowledge of world prehistory can help us put into perspective how and why our complex world operates today (GE outcome:  Employ basic terminology and concepts; argue effectively based on available evidence; analyze and interpret data; characterize competing subparadigms)

Means of Assessment:

· Evidence for participation and preparedness in classroom session (Outcomes #1-3)

· Quizzes, group discussion questions, and take-home exams (Outcomes #1-3)

Prerequisites:  None, but anthropology and/or other social science courses strongly recommended.

Class format:  Web Based Blackboard 

Credit Hours:  Five

Grading Method:  Letter grades or S/U

Objectives or Course Outcomes:  Overview of archaeology, human evolution, and Old 

and New World agricultural and complex societies. 

(See list of outcomes under gen ed information above.)

Materials:  text: People of the Earth: An Introduction to World Prehistory, 11th Edition,  and online lectures, videos, and web pages. 
Course Requirements:

· Participation in all group discussion questions.

· Pre-reading of text and lectures.

· Completion of online quizzes and take-home exams.

Method of Evaluation or Assessment:  Evaluation and assessment based on two exams (50%), participation in group discussions (37.5%) and satisfactory completion of four online quizzes (12.5%).

Statement on Academic Misconduct:   EOU places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these. (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student Handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship [Academic], p. 32ff; Campus Citizenship [Behavior], p. 41ff.)

Documented or Suspected Disabilities:   If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need reasonable accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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