Syllabus
ED 581: Literacy in the Middle/High School

Online Distance Education Delivery Mode, Blackboard

3 credits; ten-week duration

Course Description: 

This course focuses on principles of successful literacy programs for all students in the middle school and high school. Specifics will be provided for working with advanced students as well as those students who have not found success in Literacy. This course is appropriate for the MS Literacy cognate and is a requirement for the Middle School / High School Reading Endorsement. 

Texts: 

Meeks, L. L. & Austin, C.J. (2003). Literacy in the secondary English classroom; Strategies for teaching the way kids learn. Allyn & Bacon. ISBN 0-205-35254-5 

Instructor:


Lisa M. Snyder

Visiting Assistant Professor 

School of Education and Business, Eastern Oregon University 

Cascade Campus

2600 College Way, Bend, Oregon, 97702

phone: 541-420-8472
email: lsnyder@eou.edu 

Course Outcomes: 

Students who engage in this course should: 

· understand the theories behind creating a literacy learning environment

· demonstrate a knowledge of the reading/literacy process in terms of collaboration, guided reading, text tapping, modeling, and comprehension strategies, and the application of these skills to middle / high level content materials;

· develop perspectives on formal and informal instruments and strategies for assessing  language/literacy performance and use across the curriculum

This course supports the following International Reading Association’s Standards for Reading Professionals:

2.6 Understand that students need opportunities to integrate their use of literacy through reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and representing visually 

5.1 Create a literate environment that fosters interest and growth in all aspects of literacy

5.6 Promote the integration of language arts in all content areas 

Course Requirements: 

1. Reading / Chapter Responses:

Each week you will be responsible for posting a response to the discussion board. This will be based on a discussion question and your required reading. Your posts should illustrate thoughtful response to the reading rather than a summery of the information. In your reflections you should feel free to ask questions, make connections to your own teaching and demonstrate any new understandings. You will also be required to pose your own questions and to respond to your fellow students. 

2. Literacy Experience

You will be required to complete 1 Literacy Experience. You are expected to try one of the literacy strategies/activities that are introduced in this class with one or more adolescents. A brief (2 page) typed write-up will be due. 

Literacy Experiences Format: Please follow the format below for your 2 page typed, double-spaced write-up


Name
Date

Topic: (e.g., comprehension)

What I plan to do:

Why I plan to do it:

Students’ reactions to activity:

My reaction to activity:

What I will do the same or different next time:

3. Resource Review: 

To help you find assessment resources pertinent to your professional setting, you will review a professional book or Web site. This assignment allows you to examine in some depth one of the many valuable assesment resources available for educators.  You may select a book or Web site from the professional resources bibliography provided on our Blackboard site or from another source. You will share your review with the class in the form of a 1-page (max!) handout posted in the Discussion section of Blackboard. Detailed information is provided on Blackboard. 

4. Final Paper

Students will create a scholarly article between 2000-3000 words in length. The topic of the article must be a secondary literacy methodology or instructional technique. Your article must have a minimum of four works cited and follow APA citation guidelines.
Grading:  

Text reading and responding

30%


Literacy Experience


20%

Resource Review


20% 

Final paper



30% 
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