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Course Prerequisites:

Graduate standing. It is assumed that all participants in this course have access to a middle/high school level classroom where they can conduct observations as well as incorporate the reading strategies we discuss in this class. 

Course Description:


This course will provide students with a firm foundation in second language assessment. This will include, but not be limited to, an understanding of the various assessment techniques for use in the classroom as well as the use of published tests for the purposes of placement and monitoring of ELL students.

Text / Other Materials

Brown, D. (2003). Language Assessment Principles and Classroom Practice. Longman. 

Hurley, S.R. & Tinajero, J.V. (2001). Literacy Assessment of Second Language Learners. Allyn & Bacon.

Course Outcomes / Goals / Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, participants will demonstrate:

1. Knowledge of scoring and evaluating different types of assessment instruments

2. Knowledge of the different methods for assessing progress of ELL students

3. Ability to develop assessment instruments for the basic skills in language: reading, writing, and oral

4. Knowledge and understanding of the current issues in assessment of ELL students today

5. Knowledge of federal guidelines and laws pertaining to ELL student identification and evaluation

This course supports the following International Reading Association’s Standards for Reading Professionals:

1.1 Demonstrate knowledge of psychological, sociological, and linguistic

foundations of reading and writing processes and instruction.

2.2 Use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches and methods, including technology-based practices, for learners at different stages of development and from differing cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

2.3 Use a wide range of curriculum materials in effective reading instruction for learners at different stages of reading and writing development and from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

3.1 Use a wide range of assessment tools and practices that range from individual and group standardized tests to individual and group informal classroom assessment strategies, including technology-based assessment tools.

3.2 Place students along a developmental continuum and identify students' proficiencies and difficulties.

3.3 Use assessment information to plan, evaluate, and revise effective instruction that meets the needs of all students, including those at different developmental stages and those from differing cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

3.4 Effectively communicate results of assessments to specific individuals (students, parents, caregivers, colleagues, administrators, policymakers, policy officials, community, etc.).

4.1 Use students' interests, reading abilities, and backgrounds as foundations for the reading and writing program.

Assessment Methods

Reading / Chapter Responses:

Each week you will be responsible for posting a response to the discussion board. This will be based on a discussion question and your required reading. Your posts should illustrate thoughtful response to the reading rather than a summary of the information. In your reflections you should feel free to ask questions, make connections to your own teaching and demonstrate any new understandings. You are also required to respond to one of your fellow student’s posts. A rubric for the discussion board can be found in the Course Documents section of our Blackboard site.

Resource Review: 
To help you find assessment resources pertinent to your professional setting, you will review a professional book or Web site. This assignment allows you to examine in some depth one of the many valuable reference assessment resources available for ELL educators. You will share your review with the class in the form of a 1-page (max!) handout posted in the Discussion section of Blackboard. Detailed information is provided on Blackboard.

Final Research Article Review Project: 
For your final paper, you will select a topic from the many issues that surround assessment of ELL and review three research studies that have been conducted. You will compare and contrast the results of the articles and decide what the instructional implications are for middle/high school literacy instruction. 

Grading:

Discussion posts
40 pts

Resource review
25 pts

Final project

35 pts
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