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Course Prerequisites:

Graduate standing. It is assumed that all participants in this course have access to a middle/high school level classroom where they can conduct observations as well as incorporate the reading strategies we discuss in this class. 

Purpose:

Having strong reading and literacy skills is not only essential to success in the academic world, it is vital for success in the greater world in which we live. It is sad that many students enter junior high several years behind in their reading and writing skills. But this is not too late to help them succeed.  This course is designed to help teachers to develop an understanding and teaching repertoire that will allow them to effectively assist adolescent learners who struggle with literacy and to empower teachers to help all their students reap the benefits that accompany strong literacy skills. 

Text / Other Materials

Moore, D.W. & Hinchman, K.A. (2003). Starting out: A guide to teaching adolescents who struggle with reading. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. (ISBN:0321078101)

Smith, M.W. & Wilhelm, J.D. (2002)). “Reading Don’t Fix No Chevy’s”: Literacy in the lives of young men. Heinemann. (ISBN: 0867095091)

Course Outcomes / Goals / Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, participants will have

1. conducted and reflected on a tutorial in which they provided individualized assistance to an adolescent who was struggling with reading.

2. developed a set of guidelines for assessing struggling adolescent readers.

3. developed a repertoire of instructional interventions to assist struggling adolescent readers.

4. come to understand how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of struggling readers in the classroom. 

This course supports the following International Reading Association’s Standards for Reading Professionals:

2.1 Use instructional grouping options (individual, small-group, whole-class, 
and computer based) as appropriate for accomplishing given purposes.

2.2 Use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches and methods, 
including technology-based practices, for learners at different stages of 
development and from differing cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

2.3 Use a wide range of curriculum materials in effective reading instruction for 
learners at different stages of reading and writing development and from 
different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

3.1 Use a wide range of assessment tools and practices that range from individual and group standardized tests to individual and group informal classroom assessment strategies, including technology-based 
assessment tools.

3.2 Place students along a developmental continuum and identify students’ proficiencies and difficulties.

3.3 Effectively communicate results of assessments to specific individuals, students, parents, caregivers, colleagues, administrators, policymakers, policy officials, community, etc.)

4.1 Use students’ interests, reading abilities, and backgrounds as foundations for the reading and writing program.

4.3 
Model reading and writing enthusiastically as valued life-long activities.

4.4 
Motivate learners to be lifelong readers.

Assessment Methods

Reading / Chapter Responses:

Each week you will be responsible for posting a response to the discussion board. This will be based on a discussion question and your required reading. Your posts should illustrate thoughtful response to the reading rather than a summary of the information. In your reflections you should feel free to ask questions, make connections to your own teaching and demonstrate any new understandings. You are also required to respond to one of your fellow student’s posts. A rubric for the discussion board can be found in the Course Documents section of our Blackboard site.

Book Talks:

Every other week a preassigned group of students will be responsible for leading a discussion around Smith and Wilhelm’s text. The group will talk or email amongst themselves to decide on two questions they would like to present to the class. They will then be responsible for replying to their fellow students’ posts. More information will be provided in the Course Documents section of our Blackboard website.

Tutoring and Tutoring Log:

For this assignment, each participant will tutor an adolescent who is struggling with reading. Participants should meet with their tutees at least once a week, though more would be preferable. The participant will keep an ongoing log documenting the tutoring sessions. While this log will not be collected, you will have several opportunities to share your experiences with your classmates and it will be invaluable for completing your final project. More information will be provided in the Course Documents section of our Blackboard website.

Final Report:

Each participant will create a report documenting his/her experience tutoring a struggling adolescent reader. The report will include three components: a summary of the tutorial, a description of the student’s reading strengths and weaknesses, and a list of instructional strategies and suggestions that you feel will benefit the student including suggestions on how the student and his/her family can help. More information will be provided in the Course Documents section of our Blackboard website.
Grading Procedures

Participation

35 points

Tutoring log posts
20 pts

Book talk posts
15 pts

Final report

30 pts
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