Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  PHIL 421

Name of Course:  Philosophical Issues in the Law

Catalog Description:  


A focused examination of a contemporary philosophical controversy in jurisprudence

Credit Hours:  Five

Instructor: Name, office location, phone number, email, office hours


Jeff Johnson


Ackerman 202D


541-962-3578


jjohnson@eou.edu

Varies quarter to quarter

Time and place of the course:  Current plans are to offer the course exclusively through DDE

Required Texts or Suggested Materials:   Law and Economics by Cooter and Ulen

Learning Outcomes: 

1. Knowledge of theoretical law & economics 
2. Familiarity with American law and legal institutions 

3. Familiarity with the law of property 

4. Familiarity with contracts 

5. Familiarity with tort law 

6. Familiarity with criminal law 

7. Public policy implications of law & economics 

8. Normative critiques of law & economics 

9. Formal writing on issues in law & economics 

10. Review of microeconomic theory 
Course Requirements: Major assignments, attendance expectations


Four open-book, “take-home” essay examinations


Grading Policies: 

Essay examinations are grade holistically on a letter grade basis.

 Means of Assessment:

First take-home examination – 25% of course grade (Outcomes 1-3, 5, 7-10)

Second take-home examination – 25% of course grade (Outcomes 1, 2, 4, 7-10)

Third take-home examination – 25% of course grade (Outcomes 1-3, 5, 7-10)

First take-home examination – 25% of course grade (Outcomes 1, 2, 6-10)

Brief Outline of Course: 

CALENDAR 

  

	WEEK
	TOPIC
	READING

	One
	Intro
	Chs 1, 2, & 3

	Two
	Property
	Ch 4

	Three
	Property
	Ch 5

	 
	First Exam
	 

	Four
	Contracts
	Ch 6

	Five
	Contracts
	Ch 7

	 
	Second Exam
	 

	Six
	Torts
	Ch 8

	Seven
	Torts
	Ch 9

	 
	Third Exam
	 

	Eight
	Legal Process
	Ch 10

	Nine
	Criminal law
	Ch 11

	Ten
	Criminal law
	Ch 12

	 
	Fourth Exam
	 


.

General Education Category and Outcomes:  None

University Writing Requirement Outcomes:  None

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

ACADEMIC HONESTY
I am including below Eastern's Academic Honesty Code.  It is vitally important that you carefully read it, and that you understand that it is my intention to follow this code to the letter.  I really can't think of a better way to ruin your experience with this course, than to disregard this code.  Obviously, if you have any questions, I can't urge you too strongly to ask me.
ACADEMIC HONESTY CODE
All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code. Students are required to report violations to the respective faculty member of a course. Provisions of the Academic Honesty Code are:
1. Collaboration while taking any quizzes, in-class examinations, or take home examinations without the instructor's written approval is forbidden. The faculty member is responsible for defining limits for other collaborative learning activities for each course. 

2. Plagiarism or representation of the work of others as one's own is forbidden. The faculty member will make clear the format for properly citing sources of information not original by the student. 

3. Explicit approval by all instructors is required if the same work is to be submitted to more than one course, even if is not within the same term. 

Violations of the Academic Honesty Code may result in both academic and behavioral penalties including possible suspension or expulsion from the University.
An automatic grade of zero for any work which is a violation of the Academic Honesty Code will be assigned by the instructor. The instructor may also assign a grade of F for the course after discussion with the respective School Dean. Students may appeal the course grade to the respective School Dean, who is the final level of appeal on the matter of course grade penalties for academic dishonesty.
The faculty member is also required to file a disciplinary complaint to the Vice President for Student Affairs about any student believed to have violated the Academic Honesty Code. If deemed appropriate, hearing procedures will be implemented by a University Hearing Officer as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct. Possible sanctions considered by the Student Conduct Committee include probation, suspension, and expulsion.
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 

suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:   Jeff Johnson

Date:  

May 9, 2006
