Writers of the Americas

ENGL 254, Winter 2004

MTRF 2-2:50 p.m.

Instructor:  Dr. Jodi Varon

Office:  Loso 226

Office Hours:  12:30-1:30 M, T, R and by appointment at other times.  To make an appointment, call 962-3525 and be sure to confirm your appointment time with me beforehand. 

Office Phone: 962-3525

e-mail: jvaron@eou.edu

ENGL 254 - Writers Of Americas Credits: 4.00 Gen Ed-H/AH.  A survey of pan- American authors with a focus on region, historical period, and/or themes.  Prerequisite: WR 121 or 131, and any 100-level English course. 

Texts:
Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale


James Baldwin, Notes of a Native Son


Debra Magpie Earling, Perma Red


Gabriel Garcia Marquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude


Howard Norman, The Bird Artist


Ishmael Reed, editor, From Totems to Hip-Hop:  A Multicultural Anthology of Poetry 


Across the Americas


Luisa Valenzuela, Symmetries

All texts are required.

Objectives and Outcomes:
The objective of Writers of the Americas is to introduce you to a variety of literary expressions in English and translation as a vehicle for better understanding the development and multiple realities of the pan-American experience.  By the end of the course, you will have a better understanding of some of the major currents in 20th century literature as well as an introduction to minority expression.  You will be able to write critically about the reading and you will be able to join in informed classroom discussion.  

In writing assignments, you will be introduced to the critical and conceptual framework which is  used to approach college-level analysis of literature via classroom demonstrations, lectures, overheads, and discussion.  By the end of the course, you will demonstrate your grasp of this material in your written work and in exams and classroom discussion.

New General Education Information:

1. ENGL 254 meets the mission of New General Education by challenging students to become critical, creative thinkers in reading, writing, and speaking.
2. ENGL 254 meets New General Education Section II General Knowledge Category One Study of Aesthetics and Humanities.

3. ENGL 254 meets the following Aesthetics and Humanities outcomes:

· identify and distinguish between genres and cultures,

· delineate and analyze aesthetic features of cultural artifacts,

· read critically,

· discuss historical context,

· integrate knowledge through humanistic inquiry, and

· express themselves effectively. 

Because these outcomes are difficult to assess separately, they are all assessed through classroom discussion and written work.

ENGL 254 will satisfy, upon satisfactory completion with a C- or better, part of the University Writing Requirement.  Writing requirements for the course include the following:

 Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.
 Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents.
 Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.
 Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.
 Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.
Assessment:

Your assessment occurs through your citizenship in the course and your preparedness demonstrated in classroom discussion, through the depth and breadth of your written work, and through your attendance. 

Evaluation: 
Your reading thoroughness will be evaluated via exams and your in-class responses.  Your in-depth analysis will be evaluated via essay and pre-essay assignments.  Both exams and essays will be evaluated for depth, development of ideas, demonstration of completed reading, clarity of expression, organization, appropriate and effective use of examples, citation accuracy, grammar and mechanics.
Course Requirements:
      A.  Attendance.  Your presence is necessary for this discourse community!  After 3 absences, your letter grade will begin a precipitous decline (one letter step per a three absence increment).  There are no “excused” absences.  You are allotted three absences.  Please see me if you are traveling for athletics and/or class field trips in the winter.

     B.  Completion of all reading by the dates assigned.

     C.  Completion of all study questions, exams, essays, quizzes, as assigned by their due dates.

     D.  Thorough participation in class discussion.  You will have at least 10 chances to 
lead/answer discussion questions.  You will be evaluated according to the accuracy and 
depth of your response.  I recommend that you jot down reading notes/talking points after 
each day’s reading and bring the notes with you to class.

     E.  Attendance at the Ars Poetica reading.

Methods of Evaluation/Points:

I grade on the plus/minus scale, 100-93 A, 92-90 A-, 89-88 B+, 87-83 B, 82-80 B- and so on in these gradations for C, D, and F.

Exams-100 points per exam, essays--150 points per, creative work—150 points, pre-essay assignments—30 points per, peer review attendance and responses, 30 points per set, classroom participation—S/U, Ars Poetica attendance plus one page response paper–40 points, presentation at the time of the final—30 points.

Other:  You should be writing at the college level.  That means, in addition to complex reasoning and clear articulation, and fluid writing, that your essays demonstrate mastery of grammar and conventions.  If you need a writing brush-up, plan now to work with a writing tutor in a timely manner and/or make an appointment to see me to go over your paper contents and use of conventions.  A grammar exercise will be part of the first formal essay.

Policy on Late Work:
No late work will be accepted without prior written request.  You must submit your request at least two days prior to the deadline.
Policy on Plagiarism:  Plagiarism will result in failure of the assignment and/or the course, and formal complaint against you will be filed with the Dean of Students.  When you restate, borrow (from friends, established authors, tutors), paraphrase, or quote material from ANY source other than yourself, including databases and websites, you MUST credit your sources.  See the Hacker Handbook for citation formats.

Here's one example from the MLA Handbook of both in-text citation and the citation as it would appear in your bibliography or list of works cited.
A student is discussing ideas about the poet Emily Dickinson--this is an example of plagiarism (there are quotes here because I'm quoting the student):  "Emily Dickinson strongly believed that we cannot understand life fully unless we also comprehend death."

     The idea was "borrowed," so the statement should have been written like this (I'm not using quotes here so that you won't be confused about how the punctuation of a paraphrase should look) -- As Wendy Martin has suggested, Emily Dickinson strongly believed that we cannot understand life fully unless we also comprehend death (625).

The number 625 in parentheses indicates that the information upon which the paraphrase was based can be found on page 625 of Martin’s book.

     If Martin's name had not been mentioned in the sentence, the notation would have looked like this--  Many writers have suggested that Emily Dickinson strongly believed that we cannot understand life fully unless we also comprehend death (Martin 625).

     The entry for the Martin source would look like this in the list of Works Cited--

Martin, Wendy.  "Emily Dickinson."  Columbia Literary History of the United States.  Emory       
      Elliott, gen.ed.  New York:  Columbia UP, 1988.  609-26.       

Refer to your Hacker Handbook for more examples           
Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university–or a combination of these.  (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student Handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academic)p. 32ff; Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p. 41ff.)

Disability Services:  If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations in this course, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234.  Telephone: 962-3081.  You must contact the Disability Services Program by Friday, 5:00 p.m. the first week of the quarter to receive accommodation in the course.  

The assignments and due dates in this syllabus are subject to revision at the discretion of the instructor.  To ensure the currency of the syllabus, you must attend all scheduled classes.


Weekly Reading and Assignments

You are expected to have each day's reading done by class time. Some days there will be more reading than other days.  Some page assignments are missing here.  These will be provided in class when texts arrive at the bookstore.

January 

5   M   Introduction.  Lucille Clifton reads from her poetry.

6   T
in Reed, Brooks 75, Coolbirth 76, Divakaruni 78, Forbes 81, Kahn 82, Kuo 83

8   R
in Reed, Rios 86, Stein 88, Wakoski 88, Williams 91, Willie B. 93, Shakur 95

9   F
H.D. 258, Hogan 274, Plath 316

12  M
Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale (HT) to the end of section V

13  T
HT, to the end of section IX.  A short pre-essay assignment.

15  R
HT, to the end of section XII

16  F
HT, to the end of the book.  Pre-essay assignment due.

19  M   Happy Birthday Dr. Martin Luther King!  Class will not meet.

20  T
in Reed, Algarin 193, Brown 194, Candelaria 198, Cervantes 199, DuBois 202, Evans 204

22  R
Frost 211, Goodwin 211, Hughes 223, Hwang 228, Komunyakka 229, Levertov 230

23  F
Mercado 233, Reed 237, Rose 240, Rukeyser 242, Wright 243, Madhubuti 368.  A short 
pre-essay assignment.

26  M
Pre-essay assignment due.  Baldwin, Notes of a Native Son (NNS), through

27  T
NNS through 

29  R
NNS through

30  F
NNS through       .  Discussion about your exam.

February

2   M
Exam.

3   T
in Reed, Glancy 20, Gonzalez 24, Guglielmoni 26, Herrera 30, McKay 40, Schwartz 51, 
Swenson 52

5   R
Baca 99, Baraza 100, Bishop 102, Quinonez 157, McElroy 150, Rodríguez 160

6   F
Silook 168, Song 171, Trejo 178, Wallace 180, Wong 183.  Hobson 410 (this is an essay) 
Essay one assigned.

9   M
Earling, Perma Red (PR) through 

10 T
PR through

12 R
PR through

13 F
PR through     .  Essay one due in draft for peer review.

16 M
Peer Review.  Norman, The Bird Artist (BA) through 

17 T
BA through

19 R
Essay one due for evaluation.  BA through

20 F
BA through end of book

23 M
About Magic Realism

24 T
Marquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude (OHYS) through 86

26 R
OHYS through 174

27 F
OHYS through 239.  

March

1   M
OHYS through 313

2   T
OHYS through 381

4   R
OHYS through end of book.  Discussion about your exam.

5   F
Exam.

8   M
Valenzuela, Symmetries (S) through    .  Essay two/project assigned.

9   T
S through

11 R
S through

12 F  
S through end of book.  Course evaluation, discussion of final exercise.

Final Exam Monday, March 15, 8-10 a.m.  At the time of the final exam, your second essay/project is due.   For the final exercise, you will present a portion of your essay two to the class.

Finally, thank you for reviewing this syllabus and noting that Writers of the Americas is a ballcap free environment.  It is also a cell phone and food-free zone.  No entry or exit from class after 2 or before 2:50 p.m. please. 

