POLICY ON SELECTED TOPICS AND UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS

[note DDE proposed changes in italics, with rationale for changes in footnotes]

After spring term of 2006
 EPCC will no longer approve Selected Topics courses (X10 courses) for university graduation requirements (e.g., UWR and General Education), although they can still be applied to the numeric total of units needed for graduation.
  All courses that satisfy university graduation courses requirements
 should be approved by EPCC and the Assembly and as part of the permanent curriculum.  Any exceptions to this policy must have the College Dean’s approval and will only be allowed for one two
 time use.

Beginning in Winter After spring 2007
, Selected Topics courses (X10 courses) will no longer be used to satisfy university graduation requirements other than contributing to the numeric totals required for graduation.

RATIONAL:  University graduation requirements are approved by the faculty and indicate what the faculty views as important benchmarks of a student’s learning experience.  In order to maintain the integrity of the curriculum, courses that satisfy these requirements should also be subject to the faculty’s approval and should
 be part of the permanent approved curriculum of the University.

There are also practical reasons for implementing such a policy.  In spite of numerous attempts to “reign in” the proliferation and continuance of Selected Topics courses, including a policy approved by the Assembly last year, there are still many courses that continue to be offered within this “shadow” curriculum.  If these courses are allowed to satisfy graduation requirements, there is little incentive to bring them into the permanent curriculum.
  In addition, having some, but not all, Selected Topics courses satisfy university graduation requirements is a very cumbersome task for the Registrar’s Office.  

� There are a number of courses currently at various stages of the approvals process for 310 course numbering with new gen ed credit.   To change policy after faculty have gone to the trouble of creating such course proposals and syllabi and piloting them through various levels of the approval process does not seem proper. Establishing a cut off date of the end of the spring term will provide enough time for courses currently under consideration to complete the process of approval, modification or denial and at the same time indicate to faculty considering proposing new x10 courses for gen ed credit that such a decision would not be well founded at this time.


� To not so indicate suggests that x10 courses cannot be used at all.


� We presume this is a typo and that you meant “requirements.”


� Exceptions would probably be for purposes of experiment, and would require some reliable data for evaluation.  Often the first time a course is offered there are unanticipated “bugs” which can be removed prior to the second offering, which second offering would then provide a more realistic basis for evaluation.  There is, however, another issue here, which is the chill that this policy will put on new course development and experimentation.  Faculty teaching in DDE are paid by student credit hour.  If an experimental course cannot fulfill gen ed credit (apart from those exceptions approved by the deans) student enrollments will be minimal – a disincentive to experiment, which is the purpose of the x10 course.


� If this policy concerning x10 courses is implemented in, say, the middle of the winter term, that would effectively leave only half the winter term, plus the spring and fall terms for faculty to go through the process of converting courses to permanent numbers.  It typically takes two terms for a proposal to proceed from a faculty member’s computer to the Assembly for consideration.  A deadline of “beginning in winter” allows inadequate time for the University to create and implement a mechanism for systematically bringing over 40 courses through the required conversion approvals process.  Moreover, DDE students register for winter courses in the middle of the fall term, and plan their winter and spring course choices even earlier than that.  Thus large numbers of DDE students would in many cases, no doubt, find that they had planned on registering for, or had registered for, x10 courses which no longer fulfill gen ed requirements. To make a cutoff date at the end of the spring 2007 term offers ample time to get all x10 courses through a review process as well as publicize the outcomes of the review process so students do not register for inappropriate courses.


� Same as note 2.


� X10 courses currently approved for gen ed credit have, in fact received faculty approval for that purpose.  They have not received faculty approval to be a regular part of the curriculum, which is a different matter.


� DDE has discussed this proposal and is concerned that asking faculty to follow the same approvals process their courses took to gain gen ed credit would be less valuable than asking them to have their courses reviewed through a focused peer-review process, and would like to propose and discuss this with EPCC.
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