First-Year Seminar – HUM 207

Eastern Oregon University

FALL 2005

3 Credits

CRN 32372 10:00 MWF, Loso 117

CRN 32371 11:00 MWF, Quinn 102
Instructor:  Anna Maria Dill, Learning Center Director


       Office:  234 Loso Hall  
Phone: 962-3774

                 e-mail:  adill@eou.edu
Office Hours:  Tuesday 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

                     Thursday 10:00 to11:30 a.m.  or  by appointment.

Course Description:

The focus of this course is the university student.  It has been intentionally designed for the purpose of promoting self-awareness and success by fostering the development of skills that are valuable and applicable in the classroom, the workplace, and in the community.

The First-Year Seminar is part of the Integrated Studies Program and, as such, is linked to your writing and math classes so that the topics, themes, and learning objectives of all three classes making up the ISP may be explored in depth. The seminar is designed to emphasize the university’s academic expectations of its students, refinement of critical reading and analytical skills, approaches to and purposes of research, and exploration of the relationship between academic majors and careers. This class has been carefully and intentionally designed to increase the likelihood that your first and future years at EOU will be successful, both academically and socially.  The seminar will count towards graduation.

Course Outcomes:

The student who successfully completes the requirements of the HUM 207 will:

· gain an appreciation of the culture of higher education and the value of integrative learning

· examine the purposes of higher education and understand the personal responsibility she or he has in “Claiming an Education.” (Rich, 1977)

· expand knowledge of the services and resources available at Eastern Oregon University 
· develop the critical reading and analytical study skills required for success in university courses

· have the opportunity to refine interpersonal skills through interaction and discussion with other seminar participants

· practice and refine informal and formal writing skills

· acquire personalized knowledge of the career development process

· know the steps involved in developing a graduation plan

· develop a supportive group of peers who will help the student make a successful transition into university life

· explore personal and societal issues faced by first-year students 

· recognize change and maturity as a result of the first-year experience
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General Education Outcomes

This course meets the mission of general education through its focus on the broad and transferable skill of critical reading and in its study critical thinking and problem-solving regarding student’s entry into academic culture.

The main requirement met by this class is the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

The General Education component “Critical Thinking and Problem Solving” includes a focus on analyzing information and evaluating claims and data.  Students in this course meet this outcome through an articulated and theorized focus on critical reading throughout the term.

The outcomes for “Critical Thinking and Problem Solving” also include problem-solving and synthesizing information, which students in this course demonstrate by completing degree plans that trace their progress through the university and completing objective assessments that test their emerging knowledge of EOU and university culture.

Students meet the outcome of generating effective arguments through a focus on formal and informal writing throughout the seminar.

Outline of Course

A. Required Texts:  

· Hazard, Laurie & Nadeau, Jean-Paul, (2006). Foundations for Learning.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall

· Eastern Oregon University, Planning Calendar 2005-06 (free to freshmen)

· Eastern Oregon University, 2004-06 Academic Catalog
B. Required Readings:

Required readings will be assigned from the texts.  Additional readings will be required of students throughout the term; these will either be given out by instructors, available through electronic reserve or included in your WR 115 ISP Course Anthology available for purchase in the bookstore.

C. Necessary Supplies: (You will find this same list on your WR 115 syllabus.  One of each of the following should be enough).

· Gizmo

· Ream of copy paper

· Copy card (Purchase at Pierce Library)

· 3-ring notebook (1.5 to 2 inch size) with dividers

 Course Requirements:

A. Assigned Readings - All reading assignments should be completed on time.  You should be prepared to discuss the material in class and in our weekly reading seminars.  Much of the material we will discuss in our seminars will be based on reading assigned to you in WR 115.  Explicit instruction on annotating and analyzing texts will be provided.  

B. Written Assignments - A variety of writing assignments are included in the course requirements.  While the instructor recognizes that HUM 207 is not an English composition class, I expect the same level of effort and care to be given to the written work submitted in this class.  All written assignments are to be submitted on time, typed, double-spaced in an easy to read font of appropriate size (10-14 point).  It is also expected that all work submitted will have been carefully proof-read and free of spelling errors. 

C. Attendance Policy - In order to complete the activities that are integral to the seminar, attendance is critical.  Students are expected to complete all assigned work on time, to attend class regularly, and to participate in class discussions and activities.  Absence from more than 10% of scheduled class sessions, whether excused or unexcused, is excessive and the instructor may choose to exact a grade penalty for such absences.  For this class, 10% equals 3 class meetings.

Means of Assessment and Grading Policies:

Humanities 207, the First-Year Seminar is a graded course.  Students who approach learning seriously, who submit on time and high quality work that shows evidence of effort, who fully engage in class discussions and activities, and who demonstrate a sincere desire to grow and develop as University students will most likely find themselves pleased with their final grades and their experiences as active members of a group of students who are committed to “claiming” their education.

Grades will be based on the evaluation of the following criteria:

50% - Quality of seminar participation as evidenced by completed reading and assignments. 
50% - Performance on periodic quizzes @ 20%, midterm @ 10% and final @ 20%.


Texts or Suggested Materials:

See Course Outline, above.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see Student Handbook Campus Citizenship (Academic), Campus Citizenship (Behavior) online at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
Syllabus Prepared By:  Anna Maria Dill; September, 2005

