Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  
Psy 110

Name of Course:
Gateway to Psychology

Catalog Description:
This course should be considered to be an introduction to the science of Psychology.  This is not a general survey course.  This course is designed to introduce non-majors to the areas of interest and the types of studies conducted within the discipline of Psychology, and to serve as a General Education course in the area of Human Behavior.

Credit Hours:  

3 credits

Learning Outcomes: 


Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Describe the scientific method and the historical development of psychological theories

2. Read and summarize original source materials in the areas of biology and human behavior, perception and consciousness, learning and conditioning, intelligence/cognition/memory, human development, emotion and motivation, personality, psychopathology, psychotherapy, and social psychology

3. Compare and contrast original source articles with secondary sources reporting original source findings.

4. Describe the dominant perspectives of psychology.

5. Argue a position effectively through the application of objective, as versus subjective, means.

6. Apply course content to everyday life.

Means of Assessment:  

Student progress and final grades in this course will be assessed by the points accumulated from the following sources:


1. Learning Outcomes 1 – 6 will be assessed through written responses to 1 - 2 discussion questions presented in a personal journaling-type format.  

2. Learning Outcomes 1 – 6 will be assessed through individual participation in structured and informal in-class discussions.

3. In addition, Learning Outcomes 2, 3, and 5 will be assessed through written one-page summaries which will serve to compare and contrast the assigned readings.

4. Finally, Learning Outcomes 1, 4, and 6 will be assessed through in-class exams.

Course Objectives:


This course will examine research studies that have served as foundational or revolutionary studies in the field of psychology.  We will consider these studies in both original source and secondary source form.  Students will learn to think critically about the assumptions they currently hold regarding human behavior, as well as the assumptions of the field of psychology itself.  They will become knowledgeable about the major aspects of the dominant perspectives of psychology. They will become engaged in debates concerning the application of the scientific method to the study of human behavior.  As a result, they will become open to new ways of exploring human behavior.

Brief Outline of Course:


Week 1:.
Introduction and the Scientific Method as it relates to Psychology

Week 2:
Biology and Human Behavior

Week 3:  
Perception and Consciousness

Week 4:  
Learning and Conditioning

Week 5:  
Intelligence, Cognition, and Memory

Week 6:  
Human Development

Week 7:  
Emotion and Motivation
Week 8:  
Personality

Week 9:  
Psychopathology and Psychotherapy

Week 10:  
Social Psychology

Grading Policies:
Grades will be assigned based on the following scale:

A
(93% or greater of available points)




A-
(90 to 92.5%)





B+
(87 to 89.5%)





B
(83 to 86.5%)





B-
(80 to 82.5%)





 
C+
(77 to 79.5%)

C
(73 to 76.5%)


C-
(70 to 72.5%)

D+
(67 to 69.5%)

D
(63 to 66.5%)

D-
(60 to 62.5%)


F
(below 60% of total points)

Text or Suggested Materials:  

Text: Forty studies that changed psychology: Explorations into the history of psychological research.  Fifth Edition.  R.R Hock, (2005)  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall.  ISBN #0-13-114729-3

Original source articles can be found either in the journal shelves of the library or (in some cases) at the library reserve desk under the course title.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see Student Handbook Campus Citizenship (Academic), Campus Citizenship (Behavior) online at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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