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Number of Course:  
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Name of Course: 
First Year Experience Seminar: Adventures in literacies

Catalog Description:  new course

Credit Hours:  
3

Learning Outcomes: 


Increased information literacy, ecological literacy, critical thinking skills applied to news media, knowledge of local economy and connections to elsewhere, facility working in small groups, and ability to understand and navigate organizational bureaucracies.

Means of Assessment:

Students will complete, in small groups, a series of projects involving the collection of information from a variety of sources (print, electronic, personal interviews). Each activity will have a product—an organizational chart of the university; an ‘encyclopedia of  specific buildings on campus (including a map, history and human ecological model of resource inputs and outputs); an analysis of different news sources (TV, radio, print and web-based) covering a news story; an encyclopedia of local businesses carrying items of interest to students; and for each a reflection piece on learning and small group dynamics completed by each member of the group.

Course Objectives:

To expose students to specific kinds of ‘literacies’ that will serve as an academic foundation for further academic pursuits (e.g., media, small group facility and the business encyclopedia), provide some biophysical context for understanding their effects on the environment (building map), and assist them in understanding how bureaucracies can be accessed, and how they can affect their lives. 

General Education Outcomes Met:

This course meets the mission of general education through its focus on the broad and transferable skills of critical thinking and information literacy and its active learning pedagogy based in problem solving.

The main General Education requirement met by this class is the development of information literacy, critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

The General Education component “Critical Thinking and Problem Solving” includes a focus on gathering sources, analyzing information and evaluating claims and data.  Students in this course meet these outcomes through an articulated and theorized focus of information literacy that will include myriad gathering and analysis of sources, through means such as reading, library research, and interviews with knowledge-bearers.

The outcomes for Critical Thinking and Problem Solving” also include problem solving and synthesizing information, which students in this course demonstrate by completing course projects including interviews with campus and community knowledge-bearers and the completion of an annotated map orienting students to EOU and its community.

Students meet the outcome of generating effective arguments through a focus on formal and informal writing and speaking throughout the seminar.
Brief Outline of Course:

A series of four projects: 1) building an organizational chart by doing some campus research among various offices; 2) following a news story and comparing and contrasting different sources of media and sources of financing (e.g., commercial vs non-profit); 3) creating an ‘encyclopedia’ of campus buildings to understand the ecological relationships between humans and their built environments; 4) an ‘encyclopedia’ of local businesses designed to help students understand the connections between local commerce and regional, national or global processes. Each project will involve readings, discussion in class, out-of-class activities, and reflection of the dynamics of working effectively in small groups.

Grading Policies:

Student learning will be evaluated through the four projects, and through each student’s individual reflection piece on each project. 
Text or Suggested Materials:  

Susan Orleans. 2002. The bullfighter checks her makeup. New York: Random House.

Theodore Zeldin. 2000. Conversation. Mahwah, NJ: Hidden Spring.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see Student Handbook Campus Citizenship (Academic), Campus Citizenship (Behavior) online at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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