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Request for New General Education Course

Please Note:  The EPCC will consider new and existing course changes at any of its regularly scheduled meetings.  Documentation must be submitted at least one calendar week prior to EPCC discussion.

Form Instructions:

Please complete this form and forward as an electronic attachment to the appropriate persons for their Approval/Denial in the order indicated below.  Once approval is received from the School Dean make 3 copies of signed form and forward the original with copies to Kris Olson, Executive Assistant to the Provost.  Please note that form fields will expand to accommodate your needs.  

	Submitted by College of:  Arts and Sciences

	Date:  September 28, 2005

	Program Offering Course:
 Philosophy (PHIL 310)


	Proposed catalog description as it will appear in the catalog:  See Attached Syllabus for the New Courses: 

This course will provide a general overview of the history, arts and basic tenets of Islam as well as a focused view of the early history of Islam in the Middle East, the medieval history of Islam in South Asia and contemporary movements in Islam as they impact the USA. 

	Course(s) to be offered: 

Islam
	Is this course being considered for inclusion in the former General Education program?

Yes xx                   No

	Describe how this course meets the expectations for General Education (this information must be included in the syllabus):

1. A brief statement regarding how the course meets the mission of general education.

“A liberally educated person should be familiar with a range of social, cultural, intellectual, and personal perspectives and disciplinary approaches to comparing differing modes of thought …. as well as cultures, social mores, and competing notions of the self.”  This course will introduce students to Islam as a worldwide historic and cultural phenomenon which articulates modes of thought and behaviors about social mores, personal responsibility and political arrangements which are radically different than those of the contemporary West.

2. Identify which components of the general education requirements will be met by completion of this course.

Logic, Language and Culture

3. Identify the specific general education outcomes that the course will address and describe how the course will assess these outcomes in relation to student achievement.

Upon completion of this course students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and awareness of some of the essential characteristics of traditional Islamic cultures. In particular, Islam proposes that the ideal life is lived in a society which integrates Islamic values into all its elements, which contrasts radically with the contemporary western secular view that religion and state need to be kept separate.  Students who complete this course should be able to understand and articulate some of the difficulties these divergent views are creating in the contemporary world situation.  All learning  outcomes will be assessed through an objective exam, an essay and graded correspondence on the course discussion board.


	Provide the category being proposed for inclusion in the former General Education program.

Humanities

Social Science

Natural Science

Arts, Language, and Logic


	Additional Costs (Please itemize)

	Personnel:

adjunct salary only
	Facilities:

none
	Equipment:

none
	Supplies:

none
	Travel:

none
	Library


Resources:

none 
	Total:

adjunct salary only


Requirements for submitting Request for New General Education Course are:

In addition to the above requirements, the course proposal should include Course outline, objectives and evaluation methods (which identify GE components), including assessments of learning outcomes (aligned with GE outcomes), teaching strategies, and bibliography.  Attach requirements to this form.

	F.  Approval/Denial of New General Education Course


	1.
	_x_ Approved

__ Denied 
	Chair, Jeff Johnson

Program Committee 
	Date:

10/2/05

	2.
	_x_ Approved

__ Denied
	Division Chair

DSSML Meeting 
	Date:

10/11/05

	3.
	_x_ Approved

__ Denied
	College Leadership Council

CAS Chairs Council
	Date: 

10/12/05

	4.
	_x_ Approved

__ Denied
	School Dean

College Meeting 
	Date:

10/20/05

	5.
	__ Received


	Executive Assistant to the Provost/

EPCC Support Staff
	Date:



	6.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, EPCC
	Date:



	7.
	__ Received


	Chair, University Assembly
	Date:



	8.
	__ Received
	Provost 
	Date:

	9.
	__ Received
	Registrar
	Date:

	Reason for Denial:

	

	

	Comments:

	

	


Requesting a designation as PHIL 310: ISLAM, 5 credit units

Instructor: David Komito, Ph.D.

(offered entirely online)

Islam: Goals and Objectives

When we in the United States think of our relationship with the Islamic world, we tend to do so within a very short time frame, limited by, perhaps, recent wars or terrorist problems. For some Americans this historic time frame is defined a bit more broadly by specific regional tensions or conflicts or by issues such as oil or global patterns of immigration. Whatever the case may be, few Americans are very informed about the origins of Islamic civilization or the values of Muslims themselves. This course makes an attempt to address this limitation by viewing Islam in a historic perspective. 

I write "attempt" because a single university course, especially one as compressed as this, cannot possibly due justice to this overarching goal. Islamic civilization is rich, complex and nuanced by the centuries of history and the multiple cultural/ethnic environments which are the matrix of Islam. However, some things can be accomplished, and this course is organized to achieve these things. Students who complete this course will have learned some fundamental information about: 

· the basic religious teachings of Islam 

· the political history of Islam up to the period of European colonization of the Middle East and Asia 

· the origins of the Islamic arts and sciences and their influence on the Christian world 

· some reasons for the tensions between Islamic and non-Islamic peoples, both in a historic and modern perspective 

To achieve these goals the course is organized both thematically and historically. From a thematic perspective, the course has three parts: 

· Part 1: The basic tenets of Islam. 

· Part 2: The development of the arts and sciences in the Muslim world 

· Part 3 Pluralism and fundamentalism in the Mughal Empire and contemporary movements in Islam as they impact the USA 

These three topics are addressed in a historical perspective, and a historic thread is used to tie these topics together. That is, the basic tenets of Islam, which are the subject of the first part of this course, are reviewed from the point of view of the origins of Islam in the Middle East. Included in these basic tenets are attitudes toward politics and governance, and these attitudes find expression in the early and middle period Islamic empires, whose rich cultures produced the classical forms of Muslim science and arts. Thus these arts and sciences, which arose in this classical period of Islamic history, can conveniently be situated in the second part of this course. Familiarity with the arts and sciences can be a good bridge between cultures, and that is the reason for the introduction of this material -- to create an aesthetic and intellectual bridge for students. Finally, the third part of the course looks at Islam in the modern world, but does so upon a foundation of recent pre-colonial Islamic history in South Asia. Why is the third part of the course focused in this way? Partially this is simply a matter of instructor preferences, and partially it is a practical issue. In the 16th through 18th centuries the current nations of Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Bangladesh were constituent elements of the Mughal Empire. These states arose during and after the British colonial period, and understanding problems in that part of the world requires some appreciation of this last several hundred years of history. But there is another reason for looking more closely at South Asia, and that is that the current tension between Islamic and non-Islamic cultures, which is a major theme in part three of the course, has an interesting and informative predecessor. The Mughal empire was an Islamic government of a primarily Hindu culture. What were the problems and successes inherent in this situation? What can it tell us about problems and solutions to our contemporary problems? 

Textbook

John Esposito, Ph.D.; What Everyone Needs to Know About Islam; Oxford University Press, ISBN 0-19-515713-3. All other resources and readings for this course are on the Internet.

Islam: Course outline and bibliography of online readings and resources

Week 1
· Introductory essay and perspective for reading about the basic tenets of Islam
· Visit the PBS site designed to accompany the program Islam: Empire of Faith. Surf through the various links on Faith, Culture, Innovation and Profiles of important personalities for a concise introduction to Islam and Islamic culture. 
· The Quran may quite reasonably be considered the heart of Islam. Here is a complete English translation of the Quran online. Read several suras; keep track of which ones you read.

· Many Muslims believe that since the Quran was revealed in the Arabic language, a translation into another language is an impossibility. Implicit in this view is a corollary that the aural version of the Quran is even closer to the Source than the written version. As the Angel Gabriel said to the Prophet Muhammad, "Recite." Visit this website of Quranic recitation, chosen because of its completeness and audio fidelity.  Listen to the suras you read in the previous assignment.

· If the Quran is the heart of Islam, Allah is the heart of the Quran. The enumeration of the 99 names of Allah is a traditional attempt to point to the (otherwise incomprehensible) attributes of God. Here is an artistic enumeration. Find the suras that you read and heard recited.

· On the one hand religion is a matter of doctrine and its expression in literature, arts, etc. Images and ideas can indeed convey beliefs and Truths. But on the other hand, religion is most profoundly alive in people, and Islam is about the human relationship with God. Visit the website for the PBS Frontline production which accompanies its program on the Lives of Muslims around the world. 
Week 2
· Islamic Beginnings.

· The Caliphate and the First Islamic Dynasty.

 Week 3

· Introductory Essay and Perspective: Islamic Arts and Sciences.

· The Fractured Caliphate and the Regional Dynasties.

· The Arts, Learning, and Knowledge.

Week 4

· Students will visit the web site: MuslimHeritage.com, which is in general an excellent web site devoted to the first thousand years of the Muslim Arts and Sciences, and their influence on global civilization. From the hundreds of articles on the site, the following articles on science and mathematics are most relevant to the goals of this course. In several cases the authors of these articles have a "point" to make and can get a bit polemical, but in general the articles are based on fact. Each article listed here is a summary of a longer article linked to it. Students are only required to read all of these summary articles, but are encouraged to read the full articles. 

· Muslim Scholars and Science 

· Quran, Hadith and Knowledge 

· Science Conflicting with religion? Not for Muslims! 

· Contrast between Islamic and Western Science 

· Quranic Verses on Science 

· Islam as the Impetus of Scientific Advance 

· Introduction to Muslim Science 

· Misconceptions about Islamic and Greek Science 

· The Islamic Origins of Modern Science 

· Al-Khawarizmi (780-850 CE) and the Muslim influence on western mathematics

Week 5

· Visit the BBC web site: Introduction to Islamic Art, which offers a good outline of the essentials 

· Explore in depth the web site of The Los Angeles County Museum of Art. The site is not only well organized into periods of art and the cultural and historical context of the art displayed, but provides a balanced introduction to Muslim aesthetics. Be sure to read the text associated with the museum's classification of the four main periods of Islamic art. 

· Read “Introduction to Muslim Art and Ornaments”

· Visit The Metropolitan Museum of Art (in NYC) Islamic collection highlights. Be sure to click on images to enlarge them and read the commentary on the images. 

· Read these articles from MuslimHeritage.com. From the hundreds of articles on the site, the following articles on architecture are most relevant to the goals of this course and expand on some themes introduced in the previous section, especially in the virtual museums you will have visited. Remember, each article is only a summary of a larger article which you may wish to read if it interests you. 

· A glossary of terms for Muslim Architecture 

· A review of Mosque Architecture 

· Architecture under Umayyad Patronage (661-750) 

· Umayyad Mosques and Palaces

· The Arch -- 

· The Horseshoe and Transverse Arches

· The Pointed Arch 

· The Seljuk Minaret 

· The Seljuk Mausoleum (which is the predecessor of Timurid and Mughal tombs).

Week 6
· Introductory essay and perspectives on pluralism and fundamentalism in the Mughal empire 

· The Mongol Invasions of the Islamic World 

· The Rise of the Great Islamic Empires

· Background on the Mughal empire

Week 7
· As a central message of Islam is the the unity of God it should come as no surprise that all the Islamic arts are related. An obvious example is the use of calligraphy to decorate public buildings. Begin this section with a quick tour of Notable Muslim Monuments around the world. Note the variety and consistency of styles. Be sure to check the links Art > Calligraphy and Art > G(eometry) & Floral Patterns on this site for decorative architectural details.

· The city of Isfahan in Iran has been designated a UNESCO world heritage site because of its wealth of outstanding Islamic architecture. As the arts and architecture of the Mughal empire were to a large extent derived from the medieval Turko-Iranian world (which includes not just the current Iran but also regions to the north, such as the current Uzbekistan) a virtual tour of the monuments of this city provides an important background for appreciating and understanding the arts and architecture of Muslim South Asia. This is a very imaginative site.

· The Taj Mahal ---

· PBS Taj Mahal: Memorial to Love. In spite of its rather sentimental title this is an excellent site -- be sure to explore it thoroughly, visiting the text links at the bottom of the page as well as those accessed by the graphic button. 

· A multidimensional tour of the Taj Mahal 

· Like a gemstone set in a ring, Mughal tombs were set in gardens, an environment symbolic of the gardens of paradise mentioned in the Quran. Read this article about gardens.

· The Muslim Tomb - The Meeting Place of Heaven and Earth 

Week 8 & 9

· Visit this PBS web site Global Connections: The Middle East, which focuses on the last hundred years of Middle Eastern history, and Islam is more than just a Middle Eastern religion, still the site offers a good foundation for understanding the roots of many of the issues the USA will be dealing with in its relationship with Islam in general and thus is a good foundation for reading the articles in this section.

· Read “The Roots of Muslim Rage.” This is a very important article by Bernard Lewis, which appeared in The Atlantic Monthly, September 1990; although some of its political observations are now dated because of rearrangements on the international scene, the essence of its argument is sound and continues to be relevant.

· Read “I'm Right, You're Wrong, Go to Hell” by Bernard Lewis in The Atlantic Monthly, May 2003 which is in some ways a follow-up on the previous article.

· Read “The Clash of Civilizations?”, by Samuel P. Huntington in Foreign Affairs, Summer 1993. (PDF file requires Acrobat). Huntington's article generated considerable debate in the American international affairs community, and a considerable number of people have been persuaded of the correctness of his basic hypothesis, if not his conclusions. For more about Huntington and some context for his views, see “Looking the World in the Eye,” The Atlantic Monthly, December 2001.

· Read “What Went Wrong?,” by Bernard Lewis in The Atlantic Monthly, January 2002. Here Lewis proposes for the Islamic world precisely what Huntington asserts is not only impossible, but possibly dangerous.

· Lewis and Huntington paint a canvas full of conflict and seem dubious about alternatives. Not everyone is entirely pessimistic. Read “Cross Meets Crescent.” This interview with a former Anglican assistant bishop of Jerusalem offers some insights on the possibility of conversation between Muslims and the West. Pay particular attention to his observations about fundamentalism and the literal reading of the Quran. Also, his observations about the potential role of Muslims who do not live in Islamic countries in sorting through problems of Islam & Modernity and Islam & the West are I think particularly important. Perhaps these Muslims in the West could have an important role in mediating between the civilizations, which Huntington sees as necessarily being in conflict. Cragg does not consider this conflict inevitable.

· Read The Islamic Counter Reformation by Professor Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na'im, a Muslim scholar, who offers his thoughts about a potential internal development within Islam, what he calls an Islamic Counter Reformation, which might ultimately avert the most violent potential manifestations of a clash of civilizations. Dividing the Quran into the Mecca message and the Medina message, he sees a way for Islam to incorporate the best elements of Modernity. Note, however, that to do this one must consider the context of the different Quranic passages and privilege some over others. While Muslim scholars have engaged in such interpretations for centuries, one must wonder whether contemporary fundamentalists, who, following Cragg's definition, read the Quran literally, will accept this procedure.

 Week 10

· The development of Islam in America is a huge topic, more than a course in itself. Read Esposito's articles "Is There a Difference Between Muslims and Black Muslims" (p 52 - 56) and "Who are the Muslims of America" (p 169 - 171) in What Everyone Needs to Know About Islam and then take a look at this portal devoted to the subject of Islam in America; I will post the titles of required readings in the course discussion board.

Assessment

Online Exam
There will be an online exam at the end of the second week of this course -- the grade on this exam will add up to 20% of the course grade. 
Essay
Submit your essay by the end of the fourth week of this course -- the grade on this essay will add up to 40% of the course grade 

Discussion Board
I will post a question on the discussion board for the duration of weeks eight and nine, where we will be discussing Contemporary movements in Islam as they impact the USA. Participation in this discussion is required, and postings will be graded at the end of the discussion. This grade on this part of the discussion board will add up to 40% of the course grade.

Teaching strategies

This course makes considerable use of online teaching materials published by academic institutions, such as the University of Calgary, online teaching materials published by popular western media, such as PBS and the BBC and online materials published by Muslim organizations based in Britain. Students will be required to read material on these websites and discuss them in the course discussion board.  These materials all attempt to orient readers to a radically different cultural view of self and society than that which is familiar to the average student at EOU.  The instructor will monitor and facilitate this process through ongoing correspondence with students on the course discussion board.
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