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Course Description:

An effective middle school teacher must be able to facilitate learning through the understanding of the principles of human development as they relate to the physical, intellectual, personality, and social learning process of adolescence.  This course explores the theoretical, practical, and applied approaches to adolescent development.

Prerequisites:  Graduate status

Textbook:  Educational Psychology, Anita Woolfolk. 9th Edition, Allyn and Bacon, Boston, MA.

The above can be purchased from the EOU Bookstore at: http://www.eoubookstore.com 

Course Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to discuss:

current learning theories and their implementation classroom practice,

current understandings relative to learners’ individual differences,

a variety of issues relative to the learning environment,

various developmental processes and how these are related to sound classroom practice.

Course Competencies:

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

describe ways individuals differ as learners,

describe several different developmental learning styles,

delineate ways to promote a supportive classroom community,

explain the perspectives of behavioral, cognitive and constructivist theorists on, learning, the role of the teacher, and knowledge,

make connections between learning theory and classroom practice.

Method of Assessment:

Your grade for this course will be based on the following 120 points:

Formative Assessment (Mid-Term)  
25 points

Summative Assessment (Final) 
    
25 points

FAQ Sheet 
  



20 points

Early Adolescent Handbook
   
50 points
Total: 




120 Points

Grades will be based on the following distribution of points earned:

114-120  = A

108-113  = B

   96-107 = C

    90-95  = D

      < 90  = F

Suggested Assignment Schedule for

One-Term Completion

Mail to instructor via designated e-mail address found on the syllabus coversheet


Assignment

Week 1:
Contact the Instructor

Week 3:
Formative Assessment (Mid-term) completed

Week 5:
Summative Assessment (Final) completed

Week 7
FAQ Sheet completed

Week 10:
Your Development Project completed

Explanation of Requirements

Formative Assessment (Take-Home Mid-Term) - 25 Points

This assessment will cover terms and/ or concepts from the text. Responses will include a short answer and applications of concepts covered.

Summative Assessment (Take-Home Final) – 25 Points

This will be the same format as the mid-term.

FAQ Sheet (Frequently Asked Questions) – 20 Points

You will select a theorist or topic of interest to research in-depth.  The focus needs to be related to development theory applicable to adolescence.

Instead of writing a research paper, you will present your findings in a FAQ Sheet format.  You will prepare a three to four page summary of your research findings (page 4 may be reference page).

FAQ Format

Question posed

8 - 10 Main research points in a bullet list written in complete sentences.

8 - 10 Main classroom application points in a bullet list written in complete sentences.

Minimum of five references in APA style or a style appropriate to your discipline.

References are to be annotated (a brief description of the article), for example:


Salzbrunn, J. (1995). Kids are cool. Reading Teacher, 45, (5), 64-67.

The author gives a great overview of the general principles of the moral development of adolescents.

Early Adolescent Parent Handbook - 50 Points

The handbook is written for parents in understandable English.  The intent is to provide a usable reference of development issues of students in your teaching assignment.  Provide a rationale and outline with sufficient detail for me to understand what your project entails. Send this via: E-mail as a Microsoft Word attachment or FAX.  I will contact you to set up a telephone conference.

Assignments:

When sending in assignments, please follow the directions on the cover page of the syllabus.  

End Note

If you have questions regarding any assignment, please feel free to contact me by phone, 541 -962-3413 or E-mail, rwoodwar@eou.edu. 

Syllabus by Ralph Woodward, Ph.D., June 2003.

Syllabus developed by Ralph Woodward, Ph.D., for the 2004/05 academic year on

May 10, 2004

Syllabus developed by Ralph Woodward, Ph.D., for the 2005/06 academic year on

April 8, 2005
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Formative Assessment (Take-Home Mid-Term)

Chapters 1 - 7

25 Points Possible

Name: _________________

Short Answer:

Use the contextual framework of early adolescents when responding to the following questions.  Be brief and concise in your responses.  This mid-term covers chapters

1 – 7 and is an open-book exam.

1. Describe characteristics of a good teacher.





 __ / 1

2. Describe Shulman’s seven areas of professional knowledge of expert teachers. __ / 2

3. Describe how teaching requires a balance of reflection and technique.

__ / 2

4. List four influences on cognitive development according to Piaget.

__ / 1

5. Name each of Piaget’s four stages of cognitive development,

    and give one major accomplishment of children during each stage. 

__ / 3

6. Discuss Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive development, including his

    concept of a “zone of proximal development.” 




__ / 2

7. State the general characteristics of Erikson’s theory of psychosocial

    development.









__ / 2

8. List the factors that influence the development of self-concept and

    specific ways in which teachers can encourage positive self-esteem. 

__ / 3

9. Describe Kohlberg’s stages of moral reasoning and give and

    example of each.









__ / 3

10. Identify the methods, common practices, and implications of

    ability grouping.









__ / 2

11. Give examples of conflicts and compatibilities between home

    and school cultures.








 __ / 2

12. Discuss the use of teacher attention as reinforcement, including

    components of effective praise and mistakes teachers often

    make in using praise. 








__ / 2

13. Identify four principals of learning strategy instruction for students. 

__ / 1

Total: __ / 25

NOTE: Please attach this sheet to your responses.
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Formative Assessment (Take-Home Final)

Chapters 8 - 10

25 Points Possible

Name: _________________

Short Answer:

Use the contextual framework of early adolescents when responding to the following questions.  Be brief and concise in your responses.  This final covers chapters 8 – 10 and is an open-book exam.

1. Differentiate between declarative and procedural knowledge, and describe

    their relationships to expert problem solving. 





__ / 3

2. Give the principles involved for positive transfer. 




__ / 2

3. Define observational learning.  Include its five effects in the definition.

__ / 2

4. Contrast constructivist views of learning with a direct-instruction view. 

__ / 3

5. Describe the characteristics of mastery-oriented, failure-avoiding, and

    failure-accepting students. 







__ / 2

6. Explain how the ambiguity and risk of the learning task affect motivation

    and what can happen when students try to reduce risk and ambiguity. 

__ / 3

7. Explain how teaching methods and grouping arrangements can influence

    motivation. 









__ / 2

8. Explain Kounin’s suggestions for preventing management problems. 

__ / 2

9. Describe the process involved in these teaching formats: recitation and

    questioning, lecturing and explaining, and seat work. 



__ / 3

10. Name the characteristics of effective teachers, and explain the process

    through which each characteristic affects student learning. 


__ / 3

Total: __ / 25

NOTE: Please attach this sheet to your responses.
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FAQ Sheet Scoring Guide

Follows stated format




____ / 1

Conventions checked




____ / 2

Clear summaries of research points


____ / 6

Practical applications




____ / 6

Annotated Bibliography




____ / 5

Total: ___ / 20 points

NOTE: Please attach this sheet to your assignment.

Comments
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Early Adolescent Parent Handbook

Scoring Guide

• Conventions checked




___ / 5

• Written in layman’s English



___ / 5

• Introduction






___ / 10

• Provides developmental issues related to:


__ • Social


__ • Physical


__ • Cognitive




___ / 25

• General Quality





___ / 5

Total: ___ / 50

NOTE: Please include this sheet with your handbook.

Comments
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Summative Grade Report

Name: __________________________  Date Started: ______________

Method of Assessment:

Your grade for this course will be based on the following 120 points:

Formative Assessment (Mid-Term) 
  _________ / 25 points

Summative Assessment (Final) 

 _________ / 25 points

FAQ Sheet 




 _________ / 20 points

Early Adolescent Handbook

 ________  / 50 points
Total: 
 ________ / 120 Points

Grades will be based on the following distribution of points earned:

114-120 = A

108-113 = B

96-107   = C

90-95     = D

  < 90      = F

Completed:

Instructor: _____________________ Date: _________________ Term: ____________

Comments


