**This syllabus is provided as a general guideline to this course. Modification of this syllabus may occur during the quarter. Specific assignments and dates will be posted on BlackBoard, as well as any changes to this standard syllabus**

Eastern Oregon University
School of Arts and Sciences
Course Syllabus
Number of Course: 
Psychology 441

Name of Course: 
Project in Experimental Psychology

Credit Hours: 
5

UWR:
Writing Intensive.  This course has been approved as one of the Upper-Division Writing Intensive Courses for the University Writing Requirements, effective Winter 2006.  Successful completion of this course with a grade of C- or higher will count towards one of the Upper-Division writing requirements for the UWR, as long as this course meets the approval of your major/minor.  The UWR requirements for this course must be met by all students enrolled in the course, regardless if the student needs the UWR designation or not.
Website:
http://webclass.eou.edu; your username and password will be assigned when you begin this course

BlackBoard is the medium through which this course is offered. It can be accessed wherever you have Internet access. Updated information about the course, the course discussion board, additional information regarding the text chapters, the assigned questions to be answered, the exams, access to your grades, and more will all be offered through the BlackBoard environment. Please be sure to familiarize yourself with BlackBoard.

Instructor: 
Dr. DeAnna L. Timmermann

147 Badgley Hall

One University Avenue

La Grande, OR 97850

dtimmerm@eou.edu (e-mail)

541-962-3679 (office)

541-962-3898 (fax)

Prerequisites: PSY 201 & PSY 202 (General Psychology); completed PSY Core, including PSY 327 (Statistics); submission and acceptance of Psychology Admission to Program form; completion of PSY 440.
Texts: 
This course is a culmination of your educational experiences at EOU.  As such, there are no new books required for this course.  The same resources used for Psy 440 are listed below.  Additionally, your statistical text from Psy 327 (or other stat courses) may be very useful as your refine your research design and analyze your data.  The following is a list of references for these texts:

Neil J. Salkind's Exploring Research, 5th Ed. (2003) Prentice Hall: Upper Saddle River, NJ.  ISBN# 0-13-098352-7

Lenore T. Szuchman's Writing with Style, 3rd Ed. (2005) Thompson-Wadsworth: Belmont, CA.  ISBN# 0-534-63432-X

Ralph L. Rosnow & Mimi Rosnow's Writing papers in psychology: A student guide to research reports, essays, proposals, posters, and brief reports, 6th Ed.  (2003).  Thompson-Wadsworth: Belmont, CA.  ISBN# 0-534-52395-1

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association: Fifth Edition (2001) American Psychological Association.  ISBN# 1-55798-791-2

Moore, D.S. & McCabe, G.P. (2003)  Introduction to the practice of statistics, 4th Ed. W.H. Freeman and Company: New York.

Software:
You will need access to software to conduct appropriate statistical analyses of your data.  Mini-tab is the statistical program that is used in Psy 327 (availability noted below.)  Additionally, MSExcel is capable of doing some types (but not all) of statistical analyses.  Finally, you will need to create a Powerpoint “poster” presentation of your research project, so you will need access to this program as well.

Mini-tab, Version 12 or higher.  Available at the EOU bookstore, at http://estore.e-academy.com/index.cfm?loc=estore/soft_browse/soft_display_product&ID_Product=399 or older versions may be available on E-Bay.

If your research project is making use of one of the Experimental Lab programs from PsychLab used in Psy 440, the following provides the link to that site:  http://www.artsci.wustl.edu/~rabrams/psychlab/index.htm 

Brief Outline of Course and Course Objectives: 

The purpose of this capstone course is to provide students the opportunity to engage in an experimental research project.  Students will implement the individually created research proposal designed in Psy 440.  Students will revise the research proposal if necessary, collect and analyze data, write an APA-style research paper based on their findings, and create a poster presentation (using MSOffice Powerpoint software) of their research for review and comment by course participants and EOU psychology faculty.  Course objectives are to create a research hypothesis based on an investigation of relevant primary sources, to understand the process in gaining IRB approval and informed consent, to engage in the experimental research process, to analyze data using appropriate statistical methods, and to write and present research findings in a professional manner.

Learning Outcomes for the Project in Experimental Psychology Course: 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand and apply terms and concepts related to experimental design in psychology.

2. Search library and web-based resources in psychology.

3. Conduct a behavioral experiment using the logic of experimental design.

4. Collect and analyze data from a self-conducted experiment.

5. Write a research paper in APA format.

6. Create a research poster presented in Powerpoint software.

7. Defend the choice of research design, statistical analyses, and conclusions.

Outcomes for upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

1. Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

2. Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

3. Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

4. Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

5. Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor from the Online Writing Lab (OWL) when needed and when referred by the instructor.

Means of Assessment:

Your progress and final grade in this course will be assessed by the points you accumulate from the following sources: course participation, research paper, poster presentation.

Course Participation:

You are expected to provide thoughtful, constructive comments on your fellow classmates’ research projects after they are posted on Blackboard.  There will be up to 10 total points possible for engaging in dialogue with one another regarding your respective research projects.

Research Paper:

Learning outcomes 1 – 5, outcome 7, and UWR outcomes 1 – 5 will be assessed through a research paper.  The research proposal you created in PSY 440 will be the basis for the Capstone experiment project in PSY 441.  The introduction, literature review, and hypothesis statement from the previously written proposal will provide the same function for the research paper.  However, you will need to update the methods, results, and discussion sections reflecting your actual research project experiences and findings.  You will need to provide a copy of the Informed Consent Form used in your experiment as an Appendix in your final paper.

The research paper should be written in APA style, in a standard 12-pt font and with 1" margins.  The paper will be graded on spelling and grammar as well as content.  As always, your paper(s) should be written in your own words. If you must take phrases or sentences directly out of the text or from any other source, you need to use quotations marks around those particular phrases or sentences and cite the source and the page number. In order to prevent plagiarism, you need to place the author’s ideas into your own words. Plagiarism is a serious offense in college — DON’T DO IT! Academic dishonesty can result in failing the course, suspension, or even expulsion from the university (see below -- Statement on Academic Misconduct).   The paper is worth 50 points towards your final grade.

Poster Presentation:

Learning outcomes 1 – 7, and UWR outcomes 1 – 5 (excluding UWR outcome 3,) will be assessed through the evaluation of a poster presentation of the individual research experiments by the Psychology Department faculty.  The poster presentations will be created with MS Powerpoint and posted on Blackboard.  The poster presentation is worth 40 points towards your final grade. 

Due Dates: 

I feel strongly that due dates are necessary in both distance and on-site courses. While 10 weeks seems like more than ample time to complete your experimental project, the end of the quarter can sneak up on us all quite quickly. As such, I have provided due dates for posting drafts of your method, results, and discussion sections, as well as dates for submitting your poster presentation and final paper. If advance arrangements are made with me, I will accept work, depending on the circumstances.  Student work will be considered late if I receive them after the due date posted on Blackboard under Course Outline and Due Dates for the given term. 

Grading Policies:

Course grades will be based upon the percentage of total points earned throughout the quarter on course participation, the research paper, and the poster presentation. There will be 10 points available for course participation, 50 points available from the research paper, and 40 points available from the poster presentation for a total of 100 points over the course. Extra-credit points are added in addition to the total points available for the course. Grades will be assigned based on the following scale:

A
93 - 100

(93% or greater of available points)



A-
90 – 92.5

(90 to 92.5%)





B+
87 – 89.5

(87 to 89.5%)





B
83 – 86.5

(83 to 86.5%)





B-
80 – 82.5

(80 to 82.5%)





 

C+
77 – 79.5

(77 to 79.5%)

C
73 – 76.5

(73 to 76.5%)



C-
70 – 72.5

(70 to 72.5%)



D+
67 – 69.5

(67 to 69.5%)



D 
63 – 66.5

(63 to 66.5%)

D- 
60 – 62.5

(60 to 62.5%)

F 
  0 – 59.5
 (below 60% of total points)

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university – or a combination of these (please see the 2004-2005 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship ~ Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html)

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: (541) 962-3081.

Course Extensions and Withdrawals:

This course is to be completed in one term. In emergency circumstances, extensions to the course can be granted. If you wish to apply for an emergency extension, you must fill out the Emergency Request form (which can be downloaded by going to “Student Resources” on the EOU DDE homepage, going down to “Forms”, and finally clicking on “Misc. Forms”; the direct link is http://www2.eou.edu/dde/webadv/forms/misc/ER.htm). As stated on the ER Extension form, if your application for the course extension is approved, you will not be able to register and/or take additional distance education classes at EOU until all of your coursework is completed and your final grades for any extended courses have been submitted to the Registrar’s Office. Additionally, if you are receiving financial aid and your request for additional time is approved, DDE will send a copy of the approval notice to the EOU Financial Aid Office to be placed in your file. You need to be aware that you must still meet the satisfactory academic progress standards. The approval of this extension may mean that you will not meet those standards. 

After the midpoint of the term in which you have registered, you cannot drop the course without receiving a grade. If you chose to file a withdrawal from the course by the date listed in the DDE course catalog as the deadline for withdrawing, you will be assigned a “W” if you are currently passing the course when the withdrawal is filed or an “F” if you have not earned a passing grade on submitted coursework. 

Standard Course Outline:

Week One:
Post your research proposal onto Blackboard.  Review and provide thoughtful constructive criticism of other course participants’ proposals.  

Week Two:
If necessary, revise your proposal to reflect others’ comments.  If you have not yet submitted your project for IRB approval, this needs to be done as soon as possible during this week.

Weeks Three and Four:
Begin data collection.  A draft of your methods section should be submitted onto Blackboard by the end of the fourth week.  

Weeks Five and Six:
Begin data analysis.  Review and provide thoughtful constructive criticism of other course participants’ methods sections.  A draft of your results section should be submitted onto Blackboard by the end of the sixth week.  

Weeks Seven and Eight
Begin interpretation of your findings.  Review and provide thoughtful constructive criticism of other course participants’ results sections.  A draft of your discussion section should be submitted onto Blackboard by the end of the eighth week; it should be posted earlier if you wish to receive any feedback on this section.  

Week Nine
Review and provide thoughtful constructive criticism of other course participants’ discussion sections early in the week.  Post your Powerpoint “poster” of your research project onto Blackboard by the end of the ninth week   Your final research paper is due by the end of the ninth week.

Week Ten
Post constructive criticism and comments regarding other students’ posters during finals week.  

**Actual course due dates for this quarter are available in the

“Course Dates and Outline” file under the Course Materials tab on BlackBoard**
Syllabus Prepared By: 
Dr. DeAnna L. Timmermann

Date: 



May, 2005

