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Request for New Course

Please Note:  The EPCC will consider new and existing course changes at any of its regularly scheduled meetings.  Documentation must be submitted at least one calendar week prior to EPCC discussion.

Form Instructions:

Please complete this form and forward as an electronic attachment to the appropriate persons for their Approval/Denial in the order indicated below.  Once approval is received from the School Dean make 3 copies of signed form and forward the original with copies to Kris Olson, Executive Assistant to the Provost.  Please note that form fields will expand to accommodate your needs.  

	Submitted by School of:  Arts and Sciences


	Date:  April 26 2005

	Program Offering Course:
Anthropology/Sociology Program.  Taught by Rosemary Powers



	Proposed catalog description as it will appear in the catalog:

SOC 455 The Practice of Social Research (3)

First of a two-quarter independent research sequence for students completing the sociology emphasis in the Anthropology/Sociology major.  With a primary focus on qualitative research methods, this course will be especially useful for students attracted to fieldwork, ethnography, historical research, and narrative analysis.  Involves designing and conducting independent research involving the collection of primary data or use of secondary data.  Prerequisite: SOC 327.



	Course to be offered:

Fall   X        Winter           Spring          Summer


	Frequency of Course

Offering: annual

	Why is this course needed?

I have taught this course in the fall for the past three years as a SOC 410 for 3 credits followed by a second SOC 410 in the Winter for 2 credits as an alternative to the SOC 401 research requirement for students in the sociology emphasis.  Many students had serious problems completing  that course within a reasonable time frame.

Since students rarely can conduct their research and complete the interpretation and analysis in one quarter, the two-quarter sequence

provides them with a more reasonable time-frame for completion.

Supported by the weekly seminars, students  are completing their senior research with more confidence, are ready to make presentations at EOU Spring Symposium and Sociology conferences, and are better-prepared for graduate school.   This course would not replace SOC 401, which remains available for students in meeting the major requirement. As part of a 2 course sequence, it is the recommended  avenue to meet that requirement.

.
	What enrollment may be reasonably anticipated:

Per term 

 Per Year: 8-10
	What is the enrollment cap?

No cap

	Will this course be taught in-load?      Yes  X          No

If yes, explain.

Because of the intensity of the work in supporting student research, our program believes this is an appropriate assignment of my in-load responsibility.  With a variety of elective courses being offered on a two year cycle, freeing me to work intensively with sociology emphasis students in this sequence makes sense.
	Will this course require additional FTE allocations?            Yes             No X

If yes, explain.



	List other programs that are affected by this course:

No other programs affected
	Have these programs been notified of the proposed course? 

Yes           No         Not Applicable  X

If yes, when?  

	How does this course significantly differ from similar courses in the discipline?

This course mirrors the expectations for SOC 401 Research, but does so in a way that provides students with much more structure and support as they complete their degree requirements.
	Provide rationale for the course # relative to the rigor of the course requirement.

Requirement that students be able to conduct sociological research and analysis at an advanced level, and 

 write at a high level of proficiency.

	Additional Costs (Please itemize)

	Personnel:

$
	Facilities:

$
	Equipment:

$
	Supplies:

$
	Travel:

$
	Library


Resources:

$
	Total:

$


Requirements for submitting Request for New Course are:

Course outline, objectives, and evaluation methods, including assessments of learning outcomes, teaching strategies, and bibliography.  Attach requirements to this form.

New Course Proposal: 

SOC 455 The Practice of Social Research (3)

Course Description:  

First of a two-quarter independent research sequence for students completing the sociology emphasis.  With a primary focus on qualitative research methods, this course will be especially useful for students attracted to fieldwork, ethnography, historical research, and narrative analysis.  Involves designing and conducting independent research involving the collection of primary data or use of secondary data.

Prerequisite: SOC 327

Required course for students completing the sociology emphasis in the Anthropology/Sociology Program

Texts:

Download the excellent resource for students on doing social research at http://www.wellesley.edu/CWS/students/SSilbey/ssilbey_main.html.This will be a basic common resource for the course.  We will also use other Internet resources, on-line databases, and selections from research texts placed on reserve in the library.  These include, among others:

Lofland and Lofland.  Analyzing Social Settings:  A guide to qualitative observation and analysis
Nardi, P.  Doing Survey Research:  A guide to quantitative methods
Leedy, P, and J. Ormrod.  Practical Research: Planning and Design
Bailey, Carol.  A guide to Field Research
Patten, M.  Questionnaire Research:  A Practical Guide
Skocpol, T.  Vision and Method in Historical Sociology
Creswell, J.  Qualitative inquiry and research design : choosing among five traditions
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

*Students will demonstrate the ability to prepare a prospectus for an independent social research project--including literature review, development of research questions and hypotheses as appropriate, and determination of appropriate methodology to carry out the study.

*  Students will be able to discuss problems faced by other social researchers, including access issues, ethics, the role of the researcher in relation to the “subjects” of research and issues about the quality and presentation of evidence.

* Students will have reflected critically on their experience as researchers.

* Students will have completed data collection and preliminary findings for their projects.

· Students will practice presenting their work to colleagues, receiving verbal and written feedback, and revising their writing in preparation for completing their final senior research paper.

Means of Assessment:
A.  Research Prospectus: 15%

B.  Participation in weekly seminars:  25%

C.  Submission of evidence of research progress (Field notes/updates) (3 times) 30%

D. Initial Research Report:  30%

This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows:

98-100 = A+;  94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F.  All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work.  A grade of C- is required for this course to be counted towards the major.

Special Instructions:

A.  Research Prospectus:  15%    

Students should review the proposal prepared in SOC 327 and make appropriate changes. You may choose a new topic and request additional time to prepare prospectus.  For this assignment, you will submit a written prospectus (4-6 pages) to include: 

1. The research question(s) and initial sociological concepts you plan to use in your investigation.

2. A literature review

3. The method(s) of investigation

4. A proposed calendar of data collection for the term

B. Participation in weekly seminars:  25% 


Students are expected to meet in a twice-weekly seminar for discussion of individual research projects and the course readings. You should plan to attend all sessions to receive the highest possible participation grade.  Absences for illness will be excused with documentation.

C.  Evidence of research progress: 30%

Three times this term, you will submit field-notes and a written discussion of your progress and thinking about the project. If you are not conducting field research, your notes should indicate how you are progressing with the project.  The reflection on the project should focus on your experiences as a researcher, the problems you are encountering, and the sociological patterns you are beginning to see as you conduct the project.  The reflection portion should be typed and 2-4 pages in length. The field notes do not need to be typed, but should be stapled or submitted in a binder and pages should be numbered.  

D. Initial Research Report: 30%

 In order to be prepared to begin the formal analysis of your research findings during the next quarter (in SOC 456 (Social Research Analysis), you must first prepare an initial document detailing what you discovered as a result of your efforts this quarter.  You will be given specific instructions regarding how to present this assignment.  Length will vary based on the method you used, but you should expect this to be from 8-12 pages.  You paper will include an introduction, literature review, description of methods, preliminary findings, initial analytical reflections, bibliography and appropriate appendices.  

Commitment to Scholarship:

•  In keeping with the Carnegie rule for college classes, students should devote a minimum of two hours per hour of credit to outside reading and research.  Since we will be meeting only two hours each week, the third hour should be devoted to independent research activities.  You should expect to spend a minimum of 7 hours outside of class each week on your project.  I recommend that you set aside research time and hold to it just as you would for a scheduled class period.  You should make every effort to keep this time  “sacred,” so that you can complete your project in a timely manner.

 As with all academic work, students should claim authorship only for their own work and give credit (with appropriate citations and acknowledgments) when using the work of others.

• Web searching or readings assigned for a particular date should be read in preparation for that class period.  Regarding written work, if you do not submit your work on the expected dates, I cannot promise to provide you with the feedback you need to move forward.   

Calendar

Week One:   Plans and Approvals of research forms

--Check out the EOU website on Research and Sponsored Programs, and bring a draft copy of a human subjects review form.  

--Scan the Wellesley student guide for information on ethical questions.  Bring the guide to class.

http://www.wellesley.edu/CWS/students/SSilbey/ssilbey_main.html.

Week Two:  Joining the Community of Sociologists
--Review Burke’s metaphor of the unending conversation at http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/2.1/features/brent/burke.htm

--Review your Literature review and preferred research methods created for SOC 327, and come prepared to discuss how you will work to make this more comprehensive.  If you are starting a new project or plan major revisions, find and be able to report on at least one scholarly study done on your topic 

--Browse The Pacific Sociologist (you can find this at http://www.csus.edu/psa/v12n3.pdf .  Bring your copy to the seminar.  We will discuss the possibility of attending this annual conference and  presenting in a poster session or a paper session.

Week Three:  Access, Sampling and Data Collection
--Come prepared to discuss how you plan to deal with gaining access to informants, and how you will attempt to make your sample as representative as possible. Check out the books on reserve in Pierce Library (under SOC 410 and my name). Read “Collecting Data in the Field” and “Organizing and analyzing data,” from the Wellesley student guide.

--Bring draft of Research Prospectus to discuss in seminar.  Provide 8 copies of your proposed research/work schedule for the quarter (a one page time line/matrix kind of schedule of when you hope to do each part of the work).Completed Prospectus is due end of this week.

Week Four: Different Methods for Different Questions
--Come prepared to discuss your chosen research method, what it requires, and why it is the best method to study your question.  Provide some evidence from readings you have done to document your claim.

--Come prepared to discuss what you are learning from your research, and any problems you have encountered.  Submit field notes/ first reflection paper

Week Five:  What Claims to Truth?  Disagreements among Sociologists
--Browse:  Internet resources on qualitative research methods

ttp://www.ship.edu/%7Ecgboeree/qualmeth.html,  http://weber.u.washington.edu/d80/hbecker/qa.html,

http://carbon.cudenver.edu/~mryder/itc_data/pract_res.html

--A debate about urban ethnography:  Part of the unending conversation. 

The American Journal of Sociology, one of the two top U.S. sociology journals in terms of prestige, published in May 2003 a strongly critical review by sociologist Loic Wacquant of urban ethnographic studies in the U.S.  Browse this exchange and bring your thoughts about the claims made by Wacquant and those he criticizes.  You can find Wacquant’s original review, entitled “Scrutinizing the Street” at 

http://216.239.57.104/search?q=cache:zUEqUYvNqQgJ:sociology.berkeley.edu/faculty/wacquant/scrutinizing.pdf+scrutinizing+the+street+&hl=en.

--The responses by the  authors of the books that Wacquant criticizes—Eli Anderson, Mitch Duneier, and Kathy Newman” can be found at  http://www.duneier.net/.If you can’t find Wacquant’s original review at the long URL above, try using the key words: “Scrutinizing the street,” and choose the HTML version to download the article.  

Week Six:  The Researcher as Learner
--Read:  Mucking Around in the Mud: Doing Ethnography with Yup’ik Eskimo Girls, by  Kathleen Bennet de Marrais.  Pp. 87 – 95.  Electronic Reserves.

--Update, discussion of research issues.  Submit field notes, second reflection paper

Week Seven:  The Life of a Researcher
--Bring one incident, event, interview or problem from your research and be prepared to discuss this with the seminar.  Read the sections from the Wellesley student guide related to “emotional stress” and “threats to the validity of your research.”

--Update, peer review of research status.

Week Eight:  Reflections on the work of other researchers
--Bring a summary and your reflections on a research article 

written by someone studying your topic/question or using a similar research method. Be prepared to share your reflections with the class.

--Update, discussion of research issues.  Submit field notes, third reflection paper

Week Nine:  A Plan is only a Plan
--Reports and Predictions:  Please come with a revised calendar of what you expect to have completed by the end of this term.  Submit this at the end of class. Read the sections from the Wellesley student guide on “Organizing and analyzing data”and on “Leaving the field.”

Week Ten: Unfinished Stories
--Update, discussion of writing issues.Read the section from the Wellesley Student guide on “Writing it Up.”

--Draft of final paper due. Bring two copies of your paper in whatever form you have it for peer review.

Initial Research Report due last day of finals.  Requests for “in progress” grades will be granted after consultation with the professor.

	Approval/Denial of New Course


	1.
	__ Approved

__ Denied 
	Chair,

Program Committee 
	Date:

	2.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Division Chair 
	Date:

	3.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	DAC (A & S)
	Date:

	4.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	School Dean

	Date:

	5.
	__ Received


	Executive Assistant to the Provost/

EPCC Support Staff
	Date:

	6.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, EPCC
	Date:

	7.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, University Assembly
	Date:

	8.
	__ Received
	Provost 
	Date:

	9.
	__ Received
	Registrar
	Date:

	Reason for Denial:

	

	

	Comments:

	

	


