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Request for New Course

Please Note:  The EPCC will consider new and existing course changes at any of its regularly scheduled meetings.  Documentation must be submitted at least one calendar week prior to EPCC discussion.

Form Instructions:

Please complete this form and forward as an electronic attachment to the appropriate persons for their Approval/Denial in the order indicated below.  Once approval is received from the School Dean make 3 copies of signed form and forward the original with copies to Kris Olson, Executive Assistant to the Provost.  Please note that form fields will expand to accommodate your needs.  

	Submitted by School of: Arts and Sciences

	Date: April 25, 2005

	Program Offering Course:
Anthropology/Sociology. Taught by Bill Grigsby


	Proposed catalog description as it will appear in the catalog:

Anth/Soc 370: Environment and Society (5 cr)

All human activity has consequences for the natural environment. The natural environment has also shaped the development of human civilization. Yet rarely is the natural world considered worthy of sociological study. This course will examine the ways humans interact with their natural environments, and examine some of the consequences of those interactions, mixing theory, history and example to look at energy use, resource consumption, population growth, technology, and politics. 

	Course to be offered:

Fall           Winter           Spring          Summer


	Frequency of Course

Offering:  once every 2 years

	Why is this course needed? 

Mainstream social science rarely considers that humans live in the natural world. This course provides an environmental ‘corrective’ to complement conventional social theory.
	What enrollment may be reasonably anticipated:

Per term ___ Per year ___

Every two years   30       8
	What is the enrollment cap?

30

	Will this course be taught in-load?      Yes             No

If yes, explain. This course will be taught at least once every two years. The specific term may vary depending on when other elective courses fit within those required on a regular basis.
	Will this course require additional FTE allocations?            Yes                   No
If yes, explain.



	List other programs that are affected by this course: This will be cross-listed with Anthropology. I expect some students in Natural Sciences degree programs may find the subject matter useful.
	Have these programs been notified of the proposed course? 

Yes                         No                   Not Applicable 

If yes, when? Fall 2005

	How does this course significantly differ from similar courses in the discipline? 

Soc 205 covers a small segment of the subject matter of this course.
	Provide rationale for the course # relative to the rigor of the course requirement.

Significant scholarly, interdisciplinary reading load. There will also be a service learning component to this course.

	Additional Costs (Please itemize)

	Personnel:

$
	Facilities:

$
	Equipment:

$
	Supplies:

$
	Travel:

$
	Library


Resources:

$
	Total:

$


Requirements for submitting Request for New Course are:

Course outline, objectives, and evaluation methods, including assessments of learning outcomes, teaching strategies, and bibliography.  Attach requirements to this form.

	Approval/Denial of New Course


	1.
	__ Approved

__ Denied 
	Chair,

Program Committee 
	Date:

	2.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Division Chair 
	Date:

	3.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	DAC (A & S)
	Date:

	4.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	School Dean

	Date:

	5.
	__ Received


	Executive Assistant to the Provost/

EPCC Support Staff
	Date:

	6.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, EPCC
	Date:

	7.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, University Assembly
	Date:

	8.
	__ Received
	Provost 
	Date:

	9.
	__ Received
	Registrar
	Date:

	Reason for Denial:

	

	

	Comments:
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Request for New General Education Course

Please Note:  The EPCC will consider new and existing course changes at any of its regularly scheduled meetings.  Documentation must be submitted at least one calendar week prior to EPCC discussion.

Form Instructions:

Please complete this form and forward as an electronic attachment to the appropriate persons for their Approval/Denial in the order indicated below.  Once approval is received from the School Dean make 3 copies of signed form and forward the original with copies to Kris Olson, Executive Assistant to the Provost.  Please note that form fields will expand to accommodate your needs.  

	Submitted by College of:  Arts and Sciences

	Date:  April 27, 2005

	Program Offering Course:
Anthropology/Sociology. To be taught by Bill Grigsby



	Proposed catalog description as it will appear in the catalog:  See Attached Syllabus for the New Courses: 

All human activity has consequences for the natural environment. The natural environment has also shaped the development of human civilization. Yet rarely is the natural world considered worthy of sociological study. This course will examine the ways humans interact with their natural environments, and examine some of the consequences of those interactions, mixing theory, history and example to look at energy use, resource consumption, population growth, technology, and politics.



	Course(s) to be offered:  

Anth/Soc 370: Environment and Society (HB)


	Is this course being considered for inclusion in the former General Education program?

Yes                 No

	Describe how this course meets the expectations for General Education (this information must be included in the syllabus): see attached description below.

2. A brief statement regarding how the course meets the mission of general education.

3. Identify which components of the general education requirements will be met by completion of this course.

4. Identify the specific general education outcomes that the course will address and describe how the course will assess these outcomes in relation to student achievement.


	Provide the category being proposed for inclusion in the former General Education program.

Humanities

Social Science

Natural Science

Arts, Language, and Logic



	Additional Costs (Please itemize)

	Personnel:

$
	Facilities:

$
	Equipment:

$
	Supplies:

$
	Travel:

$
	Library


Resources:

$
	Total:

$  


Requirements for submitting Request for New General Education Course are:

In addition to the above requirements, the course proposal should include Course outline, objectives and evaluation methods (which identify GE components), including assessments of learning outcomes (aligned with GE outcomes), teaching strategies, and bibliography.  Attach requirements to this form.

	F.  Approval/Denial of New General Education Course


	1.
	__ Approved

__ Denied 
	Chair,

Program Committee 
	Date:



	2.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Division Chair 
	Date:



	3.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	College Leadership Council
	Date: 



	4.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	School Dean

	Date:



	5.
	__ Received


	Executive Assistant to the Provost/

EPCC Support Staff
	Date:



	6.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, EPCC
	Date:



	7.
	__ Received


	Chair, University Assembly
	Date:



	8.
	__ Received
	Provost 
	Date:

	9.
	__ Received
	Registrar
	Date:

	Reason for Denial:

	

	Comments:

	


General education approval request

Course: 
Anth/Soc 370: Environment and society
Instructor: 
Bill Grigsby

Describe how this course meets the expectations for General Education (this information must be included in the syllabus):

1. A brief statement regarding how the course meets the mission of general education.

The gen-ed curriculum assumes that ‘every educated person should have some acquaintance with certain traditional areas of human knowledge and experience and be able to synthesize and contextualize this knowledge within their own lives.’ This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of how human societies interact with their environment—how the environment shapes humans, and vice versa. It will help them grasp concepts that are critical to debates on global warming, pollution, environmentalism, consumption, and globalization. Social science rarely admits to the fact that humans are not exempt from natural laws. This course provides a ‘corrective’ to ecologically underinformed perspectives on society.

2. Identify which components of the general education requirements will be met by completion of this course.

I am requesting approval under the Human Behavior (HB) category.

3. Identify the specific general education outcomes that the course will address and describe how the course will assess these outcomes in relation to student achievement.

‘Students should be able to employ basic terminology and concepts of the specific subdiscipline’: This course provides an overview of the field of environmental sociology. Students will be tested on basic concepts and theory in both a midterm and final exam; ‘characterize competing sub-paradigms within the social sciences’: one assignment asks students to analyze corporate-funded websites that serve as ‘front groups’ for a corporate industry political agenda; students will also be exposed to debates on global warming, and to compare environmental ethics frameworks (tested on exams); ‘critique social and economic institutions and analyze their historical context’: Capitalism, industrialization, and specifically the fossil fuel industry will be focal points for debate and discussion in graded small group activities.

Anthropology/Sociology 370—Environment and society (www.eou.edu.socenv)

Instructor:
Bill Grigsby

Contact:
204C Ackerman; 541 962-3591; bgrigsby@eou.edu
Course description: All human activity has consequences for the natural environment. The natural environment has also shaped the development of human civilization. Yet rarely is the natural world considered worthy of sociological study. This course will examine the ways humans interact with their natural environments, and examine some of the consequences of those interactions, mixing theory, history and example to look at energy use, resource consumption, population growth, technology, and politics. 
By the time we're finished, you'll have a much more sophisticated understanding of how humans and their environments are connected, and how these connections have consequences for what we do now and what we'll be able to do in the future as societies. Environment and society can only be separated in the most artificial ways. As activist Barry Commoner once said, 'everything is connected to everything else.'

This course fulfills requirements for the new gen-ed category of Human Behavior (HB), as well as Social Sciences (for old gen ed). The gen-ed curriculum assumes that ‘every educated person should have some acquaintance with certain traditional areas of human knowledge and experience and be able to synthesize and contextualize this knowledge within their own lives.’ This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of how human societies interact with their environment—how the environment shapes humans, and vice versa. It will help them grasp concepts that are critical to debates on global warming, pollution, environmentalism, consumption, and globalization. Social science rarely admits to the fact that humans are not exempt from natural laws. This course provides a ‘corrective’ to ecologically underinformed perspectives on society.

Prerequisites: There are no required prerequisites, but Soc 205, a biology or environmental science course is recommended. 

Course objectives

1. To better understand the ways in which humans and natural environments interact with one another, both in historical and contemporary venues.

2. To examine key issues with respect to the environment, including population growth, natural resource consumption, global warming and climate change, technology, economic growth and globalization, and to use critical and abstract thinking skills in this process.
3. To learn how to think more critically about environmental representations in the mass media.
Learning outcomes  Upon completion students will demonstrate the capacity to:

1. analyze the ecological impacts of human social activity;

2. analyze the driving social forces behind environmental problems;

3. critically examine environmental advocacy groups and movements and identify corporate influence and propaganda;

4. apply a human ecological model to an organization or institution.

Assessment means: There will be two exams, a midterm and final (40%), an analysis of a website representing a corporate-sponsored environmental ‘front group’ (15%), small group discussion assignments focused on environmental issues in the news (20%), and a group term project on resource use and recycling at EOU (25%). This course meets specific gen-ed requirements for learning outcomes as follows: ‘Students should be able to employ basic terminology and concepts of the specific subdiscipline’: This course provides an overview of the field of environmental sociology. Students will be tested on basic concepts and theory in both a midterm and final exam; ‘characterize competing sub-paradigms within the social sciences’: one assignment asks students to analyze corporate-funded websites that serve as ‘front groups’ for a corporate industry political agenda; students will also be exposed to debates on global warming, and to compare environmental ethics frameworks (tested on exams); ‘critique social and economic institutions and analyze their historical context’: Capitalism, industrialization, and specifically the fossil fuel industry will be focal points for debate and discussion in graded small group activities.
Requirements

· Attend class regularly and participate in classroom discussions;

· Complete assignments to complete, including two exams, small group discussion sessions, an evaluation of a web site, and a group term project;

· Access to the Internet. I place lecture material on a course web page, make announcements, provide other material and descriptions of assignments and policies, study guides, exam keys, etc. 

· You’ll need to gain access to the following text (in addition to many readings that will be available through electronic reserve from Pierce Library):
Allan Schnaiberg and Kenneth Gould. 1994. Environment and Society: The Enduring Conflict. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 

Class format

The course will emphasize discussion, both in the larger class and small group venues.  I will post online lecture material  that will fill gaps in reading assignments. I reserve the right to revert to straight lecture when the need arises, but prefer broad class participation. One-fourth of your grade will be based on participation in class.

Assignments

	assignment
	description
	points
	total pts

	mid-term and final exams
	
	2 x 100
	200

	Web site analysis
	Choose one of the web sites and critically evaluate
	75
	75

	participation
	Discussion groups (4 total, usually on Fridays)
	4 x 25
	100

	Group term project
	We’ll examine resource use and recycling on campus
	125
	125

	Totals
	500


Description of assignments

Exams: mid-term, ‘test re-test’, final

There will be two exams, one scheduled for Monday and Tuesday of week 6 (one on Monday, the re-take on Tuesday), the other for finals week. On the mid-term exam, you will take the test on Monday as you normally would. On Tuesday, you have the option of re-taking the test in a small group, where group members can discuss your answers before turning in one exam for the group (still closed book, though). 

The individual portion of the exam will be worth 75% of your total grade for the test, and the group portion 25%. If you prefer, you can take the test again by yourself, or choose not take it again and settle for whatever grade you end up with from the individual test (sorry, I won’t have them graded …). If your group scores lower than you as an individual did, I will not lower your grade (i.e., I’ll give you 100% of the points based on your individual score). The point of this exercise is to, hopefully, turn the test into a learning exercise as well as an evaluation tool.

The final will not be comprehensive, and will cover only material after the first exam. 

Each is worth 100 points.

Web site analysis

On the course web page is a list of web sites related to the environment in some way. Your job is to evaluate these web sites. This will require some detective work on your part—I want to know what the sites are all about, what individuals or groups or corporations are behind them, what others may think or be writing about them, what kinds of activities do they engage in (e.g., do they specialize in natural resources, energy, environmental litigation, property rights, etc.), what is their philosophy, how do they engage in politics and where do they fall on the political spectrum (e.g., liberal, conservative, partisan, libertarian).

I also want to know how effective the web site is—what kinds of content are posted, how current is the material, how often is it updated, how is it organized and how well, what is the quality of the content (i.e., is it written by the webmaster, by well-known scientists [and how would you find this out?], politicians, etc.? In addition, I want to know how the web site functions—is it easy to navigate, intuitive, do you get lost, is there content that is unavailable because of poor design, is it full of commercial ads and banners, pop-ups, etc., 15 different font styles . . . does it look homemade, or is it the product of slick production and web authoring? 

I expect a paper of 4-5 pages, and a good deal of analysis—not description of content on specific pages. I want to know what the organization or website is all about, their audience, their strategy/techniques for communicating to their audience, etc. Are they who they appear to be, or are they hiding behind a phony-sounding name? On the list of websites are other web-based resources that will help you do some of this detective work, but I’d also recommend spending some time searching in the library, and for references on Google.

75 points possible

Class participation:

One-fifth of your grade will be based on your participation in classroom discussion, which will take the form of small group discussions. I’ll break you into small groups every other week, you’ll read a few articles online and come to class with a short abstract/summary/analysis, and respond to a couple of questions in class that your small group will turn in for credit. 

100 points are possible for participation; 10 for the abstract, 15 for the group responses to questions, for a total of 25 points x 4. 

Group term project

As a class you will break into groups and examine the university’s use of resources (fuel, natural gas, electricity, building materials, water, paper, information technology, hazardous chemicals, office furniture, solid waste, etc.), the ecological impacts of its resource use patterns, and the prospects for recycling. In essence, we will perform an ecological ‘audit,’ using a human ecological framework to understand inputs and outputs. Groups will be divided and will take on various tasks within this broader project—so we will all also be working together and there will be a need to take some class time to coordinate efforts and avoid duplication. The output will be a report that how the university functions as a human ecological system, and hopefully where any problems in production or consumption lie that could be addressed by the institution. We will spend two weeks of the term working exclusively on this project. Your group will be responsible for writing up a paper documenting your activities and findings, and for presenting to the larger class what you did during week 10.

125 points possible for this project: 75 for a paper; 50 for your group’s presentation in class.

Grading procedures

I will grade on a straight percentage:   

	90-100%
	A

	80-89%
	B

	70-79%
	C

	60-69%
	D

	Below 60%
	F


Class schedule 
	Week
	Topic(s)
	Readings

	Week   1
	Humans and the environment
	Paul Harrison, Robert Kates, Marvin Harris (all on e reserves)

	Week   2
	Human and environmental interaction
	Schnaiberg and Gould, chapters 1-3

	Week   3
	Energy and ecology concepts
	Little and Morren, Eugene Odum, Amory and Hunter Lovins

	Week   4
	Technology
	Kenneth Jackson, Wendell Berry, Ernst Schumacher, Wes Jackson

	Week   5
	Population and resources
	Eugene Odum, Garrett Hardin, William Catton, Ciriacy-Wantrup and Bishop

	Week   6
	Growth
	Schnaiberg and Gould, Ernst Schumacher, James O’Connor, David Korten

	Week   7

Week   8
	Campus environmental audit
	Rabel Burge (community social impact assessment)

	Week   9
	Ethics, movements
	Robert Brulle, Robert Bullard, Edward Abbey, Wendell Berry, Schnaiberg and Gould

	Week 10
	Presentations on group project

	Week 11
	Final exam


Minuses will be given for the bottom third (0-3) of each range; pluses for the top third (7-9). I will also use pluses and minuses to help if I feel that one's grade did not reflect his/her effort; I will not use them to reduce a grade.








