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EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY


School of Arts and Sciences


Course Syllabus–PAST (Three Hours of Credit)


GREETINGS AND WELCOME TO OUR DISCUSSIONS ON HOW TO BECOME A HISTORIAN!

Number of Course:
HIST 420   (Spring 2005)

Name of Instructor:
A. Shapur Shahbazi, Ackerman 204-E, office phone 962 3709.

Name of Course:
Historiography

Catalog Description: Ideas and basic writings of great historians.  Experience in original

research and historical process.  Required of history majors.

Prerequisites:
Upper-division standing, or consent of instructor.

Class Format:
3 one hour lecture/analysis discussions per week

Credit Hours:
3

Outcomes:
By successfully completing this course students will have learned the fundamentals of historical thoughts and the best method of searching for the truth.  This knowledge will allow them to use the art and methods of collecting, presenting and writing historical essays, and evaluate the courses of events and shortcomings of resources.  The course prepares them for their capstone work, i.e., the senior history thesis, in which they have to write on an agreed topic in order to graduate.  It also is a prerequisite for History 403 and 407 which deal with Thesis Seminar and Thesis Writing.  

Brief Outline of Course Content:

   PART ONE:  Theories
1.
What is History?

2.
The Roots of Western History:  The Ancient World

3.
Medieval Historical Writing

4.
Islamic Historiography

5.
Early Modern and the Eighteenth Century Historiography

6.
The Nineteenth Century:  The Golden Age of History

7.
History in Our Own Time:  The Twentieth Century

   PART TWO:  Methods
8.
How to choose a subject for research 

9.
Nature and forms of sources

10.
How to find resources

11.
How to make use of resources

12.
How to present your work methodically

13.
How to evaluate a historical piece

14.
Conclusion:  What is the use of history?

Suggested Materials:  

Textbooks:
R. G. Callingwood, The Idea of History Rev. Ed., Oxford University Press, 1993 (or any later edition)



William Kelleher Storey, Writing History: A Guide For Students Oxford, 2004

Assessment:

This is the class which prepares you for your thesis, future historical research, and teaching.  Unhappily, there is no satisfactory textbook.  The ones suggested here are useful as preliminary guides.  The class LECTURES will be more COMPREHENSIVE and APPROPRIATE.  Nevertheless, please soundly study the topics from the texts PRIOR to the lectures, and be prepared to discuss them.  Lectures aim at encouraging dialogue and your exposition abilities.  They are not always based on the assigned text books but aim at supplementing them by methodological or textual discussions.  In review hours, you should demonstrate your grasp of the subject by examining issues raised in the assigned text or in the class lectures.  There will be two mid-term tests in the 3rd and 5th weeks, and a final.  Class participation is obligatory, and unauthorized absenteeism results in lowering grades or - when totaling 15 course hours - in an F grade.  In addition to the reading of the assignment, each of you is required to submit by Friday of the 8th week, a term paper (in typescript, double spaced and between 1000 and 1500 words) on a topic of your own choosing and in accordance with the guidelines specified by the instructor. Term papers must be the result of substantial studies (at least SIX books or articles documented with 20-25 notes from the books cited in the bibliography); and it must be thoroughly proofread so that they are submitted without spelling or grammatical mistakes.  Students are encouraged to submit by the end of the fourth week a first draft of their term paper for possible improvements.

Exams will require written answers, and are not in a-d multiple-choice forms.  Each exam consists of three sets of questions (some questions with two choices), namely:  identifications / definition of important terms and names, brief comments on significant topics, and an essay (of 100-200 words).  PLEASE NOTE THAT all exams are comprehensive, meaning they cover everything taught, watched, or discussed in the class or assigned in the text during the entire course.  YOUR OWN CLASS NOTES MAY NOT BE SUFFICIENT FOR COVERING THE EXAM QUESTIONS.  DO NOT RELY ON YOUR NOTES ALONE!!  Make up tests will be given only with prior authorization.
There are 100 points possible in a grade:  20% for the first mid-term test, 20% for the second test, 40% for the final exam, and 20% for the term paper.  Grading will be according to the A-F system, namely: 872-100 = A; 75-872 = B; 622-70 = C; 50-622 = D; below 50 = F.

PROBLEMS?  If you need special consideration/help, or have difficulty in following the lectures, please discuss your case with me as soon as possible.

Syllabus Prepared By:
A. Shapur Shahbazi

March 2005

