Eastern Oregon University

School of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  WR 371
Name of Courses:  Feature Writing
Catalogue Description:  This course will provide students with an introduction to feature writing for newspapers and magazines.  Students will practice skills in interviewing sources, researching information, developing ideas, creating a focus and structuring feature stories.  Students will be introduced to several different types of feature articles including profiles, how-to articles, and others. Students will also learn ways to market finished products. Prerequisite: WR 230 Newswriting. Typing ability.

Credit Hours:  4

Room and Time of Course:  NA

Professor, office, phone, email, office hours:  NA

Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:


(use research facilities to provide depth and detail to feature articles

(write in a variety of tones to suit content

(write a variety of types of feature articles

(employ Associated Press style in articles

(revise critiqued work

(create features suited to particular publications

(market finished products

Brief Outline of Course:  This course will include units in the following:


(Preparing to write feature articles


(Writing feature articles


(Creating different types of feature articles


(Selling feature articles

Texts:  A number of texts are being considered, including Feature & Magazine Writing 

David E. Sumner and Holly C. Miller.

Means of Assessment:

(exercises that will illustrate students’ mastery of skills needed in feature writing

(three feature articles
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