Eastern Oregon University

Division of Distance Education
Course Syllabus

Number of Course:    

Span 325
Name of Course:


OPI Practise
Credit Hours:  


1
Instructor: 


Barbara Schulz, Ackermann 202 E   

Office hours  Mo – Th  10 – 11:00

Time and place of the course:    
N/A
Course Description
During their last year at EOU, we will have a series of conversations with our Spanish students in the Division of Distance Education in which we will polish their oral proficiency. The objective of these interviews is to ensure that students attain oral proficiency corresponding to a level called “intermediate high” by the ACFTL (American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages).  The conversations we will be conducting with students will usually have several parts.  First, we want to talk to about daily life, university life, friends, and family, what students do in their spare-time. We might also want to know what students did last weekend, what they did in their last vacation etc. Since they are about to leave college, we will be curious to hear what their plans for the future are.  In another part of this conversation, we probably want them to tell us more about their past. Typical questions are: Where did you grow up, what was your family like? What did you do with your family as a kid etc.  We are also curious about specific experiences in the past. For instance: did you travel while you went to high-school? Did you ever travel with your family? Did you go abroad while you went to college? What was it like? What did you do while you were abroad?  Do you have any other interesting travel experiences? Or do you have any other special experiences that are memorable? In these parts, we want to know primarily if students can narrate (tell a story using different tenses) and describe. In a third part of the conversation, we want to discuss more general topics. Among these might be:  cultural differences between places students have visited and their home country/region, the education system, the place of the family in today’s society, the upcoming election, global warming, health and nutrition, the situation of the elderly etc.  In this part, we want to make sure students can handle not only informal language (language that you use with friends), but also more formal language (for instance, used in a class-room situation, a report etc.).  Towards the end of our conversation, students will have to participate in a role-play in the foreign language.  Topics of these role-plays vary. Students might have to report an accident, they might have to complain about bad food etc.  Please note that OPIs are a series of interviews. After the interview we will tell students in what areas they need to polish their linguistic skills.  Students can prepare for the OPIs! They can review material from the different Spanish-classes that they took, paying attention to problem areas for instance in grammar. They can read about some of the topics we list above, and study appropriate vocabulary.
Required Texts:  


N/A
Learning Outcomes:

Oral proficiency of Intermediate High as defined by ACTFL
Course Requirements: 

Weekly conversations (20 min) by phone 
Grading Policies & Assessment:
Pass/No Pass option only
All telephone interviews will be considered in determining the oral proficiency level of the student.

See attached sheet for specifics on outcome.
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: 
Barbara Schulz
Date:  
04/05/2007











