Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:    

SPAN 348
Name of Course:


Selected Topics:  Hispanic Drama

Credit Hours:  


4
Instructor: 


Barbara Schulz, Ackermann 202 E   

Office hours  Mo – Th  10 – 11:00

Time and place of the course:    
Mo, We 11-12:50 ZH 203

Catalog Description:

Introduction of Hispanic Drama. Survey of Peninsular drama from Golden Age to the contemporary period.  Selections from Latin American drama. Prerequisites: Span 209 or equivalent. 

Course Description
This drama course offers a selection of works that will give us an impression of the development of Spanish theatre and the historical transformations of Spanish society. We will begin our journey in the famous Golden Age with a short piece by Calderón de la Barca.  We will then take a brief look at theatre during the period of Enlightenment (18th century) and the 19th century (the generation of ‘98). The majority of class sessions will be focused on the 20th century and the contemporary period.  Starting with Francisco García Lorca’s famous play “La casa de Bernarda Alba” we will study theatre that reflects how writers reacted to Spain’s civil war and the long period of dictatorship which started in 1939 and ended with Franco’s death in 1975.  Several pieces by women writers will give us an impression of the cultural movement of ‘la movida’ which shook up life in Spain after Franco’s death. The last drama from Spain is reflective of the contemporary political situation in Spain, as it thematizes the tensions generated by current Muslim immigration from North Africa.  If we have time at the end of the course, we will take a brief look at some Latin American and Latino theatre.  Readings: in addition to primary texts we will read some historical commentary, an introduction to the terminology of drama, and several critical and theoretical articles. Whenever possible, we will supplement our readings with film and film clips.

Required Texts:  


Course packet available at circulation desk in library. 
Learning Outcomes:

Acquaintance with important dramatists from the Hispanic world.




Acquaintance with basic concepts of drama theory.




Ability to analyze and historicize a list of representative works.
Course Requirements: 

Readings & reading diary for each session. Bi-weekly summaries.





Oral presentations.  One written exam, one research paper.
Grading Policies & Assessment:
A+    98-100 %


C+  78-79 %





A       93-97   %


C     73-77  %





A-     90-92   %


C-   70-72  %





B+    88-89   %


D+  68-69  %





B       83-87   %


D    60-67  %





B-     80-82    %


F     0-59 %

Attendance and Participation:







20 %

Five reading diaries (1-2 pages, double/spaced notes/keywords on reading) and


summaries









30 %
Short presentations on critical article, author biography etc.




10 %

Midterm










20 %

Research Paper









20 %
Reading list (tentative)

El Siglo de Oro

P. Calderón de la Barca


La casa de los linajes

La Ilustración

L. Fernandez de Moratín


El sí de las niñas

19th century

R.M. Valle-Inclán


La cabeza del Bautista

Jacinto Benavente


El nietecito
20th century

F. García Lorca



La casa de Bernarda Alba
Buero Vallejo



Las palabras en la arena
Alfonso Sastre



Pleito de una muñeca abandonada

F. Arrabal



Los dos verdugos
J. Ruibal




El mono piadoso. Los ojos. Los mutantes
20th/21st Century Women Dramatists

Lidia Falcón



Tres idiotas españolas. No moleste y pague.
Paloma Pedrero



La llamada de Lauren. Noches de amor efímero.
Carmen Delgado Salas


La boda

Contemporary Spain

Ignacio del Moral



La mirada del hombre oscuro

Possible additions:

Latin America

M. Puig




El beso de la mujer araña

O. Dragún



Historia del hombre que se convirtió en perro

Latino Theatre

Dolores Prida



Coser y cantar

Reading diaries:

These diaries are notes that you take as you read a particular work. They are your ‘entry ticket’ to class as they show that you actually did the reading. Reading diaries are 1-2 pages of computer-written, double-spaced comments. They can be just notes, keywords etc. You do not need to write a continuous text for these! Please hand these in for each class session.
Summaries: 

2-page double-spaced summary analyses that you write on a bi-weekly basis after we have discussed a text in class. 
Short presentations:

You will do 2-3 short presentations in class: on playwrights (biographical information), or about critical articles that you research and make available to the class (library reserve).
Midterm
You will be given a series of questions on our readings.
Research Paper

During the last week of classes, you will hand in a 7-10 page research paper on one of the works we studied in class.
The paper needs to be written according to MLA standards and cite at least three critical articles.
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: 
Barbara Schulz
Date:  
03/20/2007











