THEA 269

Survey of Musical Theatre (AH)
Catalog description: This course explores the history and development of the genre of musical theatre. Emphasis will be placed specifically on the American Musical Comedy of the 20th century.

Credit Hours: 3

KENN WHEELER
kwheeler@eou.edu
Office: Loso Hall 104B
Phone: 962-3318

Office Hours: TBA

Time and Place of Course: T R 2:00 –3:20 LH 114

Required Text and Suggested Materials:  

1) “Strike Up the Band: A New History of Musical Theatre”; 1st edition; by Scott Miller

2) Notebook for Taking Notes

3) Access to the Internet

4) Equipment for playing CDs

Prerequisites: None

Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Articulate the role of music in theatrical production from the early Greeks until today.

2. Articulate the specific developments of theatre production, which has evolved into the genre known as musical theatre over the course of the 20th century.
3. Compare the elements of musical theatre to non-musical theatre in today’s theatrical world.
4. Describe the changing aesthetic of musical theatre over the 20th century.
5. Describe the place of the musical theatre piece in contemporary theatrical practices.
Course requirements: 

1. Students will be required to participate in classroom discussions and take notes on professor lectures. 

2. Students will write a six to ten page research paper on an influential figure from American musical history. 

3. Students will be required to listen to twenty-five musical theatre recordings and write a one-page abstract on each, identifying the genre, structure and theme, as well as their aesthetic reaction to the recording. 

4. Students will attend the Theatre Program’s productions for the quarter and write a critical review for each.

5. Attendance is mandatory.

Grading method:
Attendance




200 pts.




Mid-term Examination


150 pts.




Final Examination



150 pts.




EOU Theatre Production Review #1
100 pts.




EOU Theatre Production Review #2
100 pts.




Musical Theatre Recording Exercise
250 pts.




Research Paper



200 pts.








TOTAL        1150 pts.




95% - 100% = A




91% - 95% = A-




87% - 91% = B+




83% - 87% = B




79% - 83% = B-




75% - 79% = C+




71% - 75% = C




67% - 71% = C-




63% - 67% = D+




60% - 63% = D




Below 60% = F 

Means of assessment: Students will be assessed by the following means:

1. A mid-term and final examination will be used to assess the students’ retention of information concerning the role of music in theatrical production throughout theatrical history and specifically during the 20th century in reference to the development of the genre of musical theatre. 

2. The students’ aesthetic response abstracts will be used to assess students understanding of the changing forms of musical theatre through the 20th century.

3. Research papers will assess the students’ comprehension of specific contributions made by musical theatre practitioners working during the 20th century.

4. Production reviews of theatrical productions will hone students’ abilities to observe, make aesthetic value judgments and articulate those judgments through the written word. 

Course Calendar:

Week One:

Discuss Syllabus. 

Where Musical Theatre in America finds itself.

Week Two:

The early history of musical performance.

Week Three:

Opera and operetta.

Week Four:

Opera and operetta.

Week Five:

Musical theatre in America: 19th century. 

Mid-term examination.

Week Six:

Musical theatre in America: 20th century.


Week Seven:

Composers of Musical Theatre
Week Eight:

Composers of Musical Theatre. 

Research paper due.

Week Nine:

The British invasion.
Week Ten:

The Great American Musical.

Additional Assignment: Students will listen to 25 different cast recordings of musical theatre productions throughout the quarter, and write a one-page aesthetic response abstract on each.

The FINAL:

TBA

General Education Category and Outcomes: (AH) Aesthetics and Humanities
After completing this course, students will be able to set the genre of musical theatre within it’s historical context. They will understand the evolution of musical theatre not only through the 20th century, but in it’s broadest terms, throughout the history of theatre. They will be able to delineate the subtle evolution of the musical theatre form and substance over the decades of the twentieth century and compare this evolution within the context of the greater historical perspective of America’s evolution during the same period.

Disclaimer: Class schedule/assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.

Attendance/Lateness Policy: Students are responsible for attending class every time that it is held. Absences will result in a loss of ten points. The only exception is mandatory university sponsored events and THEN, ONLY if I know in advance. Work due on a day that you miss will be accepted with a 10% deduction per each period it is late.
Statement of Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question. It might also require your being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university – or a combination of these. (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academic), p. 32ff: Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p41ff.)

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need reasonable accommodations, please contact Disability Services program in Loso Hall. Telephone: 962-3081.

