School of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus
THEA 349

Musical Theatre Performance

 Catalog description: This course explores performance in musical theatre. Students will be given opportunities to create and express characters through musical pieces. Emphasis will be on developing the musical theatre character.  
KENN WHEELER
kwheeler@eou.edu
Office: Loso Hall 104C
Phone: 541-962-3318

Office Hours: TBA

Time and Place of Course: MWF 2:00 – 3:50 LH 102

Required Text: None

Prerequisites: None

Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Analyze a character from a musical theatre production and create an effective analysis and history for that character.

2. Channel the information created in the analysis and history to effectively express the emotions, thoughts and motivations of the character through presentation of a solo musical number.
3. Utilize the same criteria learned in the solo presentation to express the emotions, thoughts and motivations of the character in relationship to another character through presentation of a duet musical number.
4. Build upon the principles learned in the previous presentations to effectively create a character as part of a musical theatre chorus.
5. Compare musical theatre styles and identify the styles to which they are most attracted.
6. Identify roles and musical theatre pieces that fit the actor/singer’s abilities.
Course Requirements: Students are required to participate in classroom discussions and take notes on professor lectures. The students must also prepare assignments on various aspects of musical theatre characters such as analysis and history. Students will perform soliloquies and scenes from selected musicals. 

Grading method:
Attendance




200 pts.




Soliloquy Performance


100 pts.




Duet Performance



100 pts.




Group Performance



100 pts.




Musical Theatre Recording Exercise
250 pts.




Final Presentation



250 pts.








TOTAL         1000 pts.




95% - 100% = A

60% - 63% = D




91% - 95% = A-

Below 60% = F




87% - 91% = B+




83% - 87% = B




79% - 83% = B-




75% - 79% = C+




71% - 75% = C




67% - 71% = C-




63% - 67% = D+
Means of assessment: Students’ knowledge of musical theatre performance will be assessed by the following means:

1. Analysis and history essays written for each of the characters given to the student for performance in the solo, the duet and the group musical theatre piece.

2. Creation of an effective characterization that will be presented through a soliloquy musical theatre piece.

3. Creation of an effective characterization that will be presented through a duet musical theatre piece.

4. Creation of an effective characterization that will be presented as part of a group musical theatre number.

5. Students’ appreciation for and opinions on differing musical theatre styles will be assessed through one-page essays written after listening to various musical theatre productions from different periods. 

6. Participation in a final performance of the soliloquy, the duet and group number to an invited audience.

Course Calendar:

Week One:

Discuss Syllabus. Appreciation of the Musical Theatre Performance. 

Week Two:

Choosing a soliloquy piece.


Week Three:

Preparing the soliloquy piece.

Week Four:

Performing the soliloquy piece.

Week Five:

Choosing a musical duet scene.
Week Six:

Preparing a musical duet scene.

Week Seven:

Performing a musical duet scene.

Week Eight:

Choosing a musical group number.

Week Nine:

Preparing a musical group number.
Week Ten:

Performing a musical group number

The FINAL:

TBA

Additional Assignment: Students will listen to 25 different cast recordings of musical theatre productions throughout the quarter, and write a one-page “personal opinion” essay on each.

Disclaimer: Class schedule/assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.

Attendance/Lateness Policy: Students are responsible for attending class every time that it is held. Absences will result in a loss of ten points. The only exception is mandatory university sponsored events and THEN, ONLY if I know in advance. Work due on a day that you miss will be accepted with a 10% deduction per each period it is late.

General Education Category and Outcomes:

(1) The student will be able to build of a repertoire of strategies and approaches to the creation of three believable characterizations in various pieces of musical theatre.

(2) The student will successfully employ basic terminology and concepts used in creating vibrant, living characters in musical theatre pieces, whether it be in solo work, duets or as part of a musical chorus.

(3) The student will be able to synthesize knowledge and practice -- highlighted in a performance of three different musical theatre characterizations.

(4) The student will demonstrate conceptual understanding of the creative process of risk-taking, multiple attempts, re-conceptualization, discovery, and experimentation through the rehearsal process for each of three musical theatre characterizations.
Statement of Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question. It might also require your being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university – or a combination of these. (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academic), p. 32ff: Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p41ff.)

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need reasonable accommodations, please contact Disability Services program in Loso Hall. Telephone: 962-3081.

