Eastern Oregon University

Division of Distance Education

Course Syllabus

 

Instructor: Dr. Ed Carwithen  edwcarw@yahoo.com
 

Course Number: MUS 305
 

Name of Course:  A Hymn Tune Goes to Carnegie
 

Credit Hours: 2

 

Course Dates: Friday, April 20, 2007 6:00 PM  to 9:00 PM

                        Saturday, April 21, 2007 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM

 

Text:  America’s Music from the Pilgrims to the Present by Gilbert Chase

 

Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

a. Understand the influence of hymn tunes on composers of later times. 

b. Have an understanding of how some early techniques can influence later composers. 

c. Understand the chronology of musical and national events in America

 

Course Description:

This course is designed to acquaint the student with a type of music originating in the colonies and to follow some threads of influence into present day music.

 

Prerequisites:  None

 

Course Location  Grant County Center,

                               835 S. Canyon Blvd

                               John Day, OR 97845 

 

Course Objectives:

To gain an appreciation of the music of our own country and the people who have created it.  To help students develop ways to approach contemporary music.

Course Content:

Singing Schools in Colonial America

Henry Cowell and his Hymns and Fuguing Tunes

Antonin Dvorak and his New World Symphony 

Aaron Copland and his Simple Gifts

William Schumann and his New England Triptych

Leonard Bernstein and his Mass

Who is composing today?

 

 

Advance Assignment:  

Tape several sheets of 8x10 typing paper together and make a time line of events from 1600 to 2000.  Separate the dates in blocks of 25 years.  Put events you consider significant along the time line.

 

Advance Reading Assignments:

Gilbert Chase “America’s Music”

Read these before beginning of class
Chap 1 
pp 3 – 18 
Musical Puritans

Chap 2

pp 19 -  37
Lining Out and Singing Schools

Chap 7

pp 112 – 120
William Billings

Chap 10
pp 170 -  191
Sacred Harp

Chap 11
pp 205 – 211
Simple Gifts

Chap 19
pp 341 – 359
Edward McDowell

Chap 24
pp 429 –446
Charles Ives




Chap 25
pp 456 – 460
Henry Cowell

Chap 26
pp 473 – 474
Leonard Bernstein

Chap 26
pp 478 – 481
Aaron Copland

Chap 31
pp 572 – 573
William Schumann


 

Assessment: 

1. Final exam covering course content. 

2. Research paper (4-6 pages) on some aspect of American music of the author’s choosing.  The paper should demonstrate some new knowledge from the course content, and demonstrate some level of investigation after the conclusion of the course.

 

Course Organization:

Friday, April 20th, 6 PM to 9 PM

· Introduction to course, organization, bookkeeping, etc. 

· Time line: (Wars, depressions, industrial expansion, national events) 

· Listening exercise 

· Lining out: hear original recordings of examples 

· Singing Schools: hear original recordings of examples, view original copies of Singing       School books from the 1840’s as well as a reprinted version of the “Sacred Harp.” 

· Edward McDowell

 

Saturday, April 21st, 8 to 12

· Henry Cowell: Life, influence, music 

· Charles Ives:  Life, music 

· Copland: Life, music 

· Bernstein: Life, music

Saturday, April 21st 12 to 1

· Lunch on your own

 

 

Saturday, April 21st 1 to 4

· William Schumann: Life, New England Triptych 

· Complete Time line 

· Music of the 21st Century 

· Video Conference with Dr. Margaret Mayer, composer 

· Stella Sung: Life, Music 

· Choose subjects for Paper to be completed post course 

· Final Exam 

· Wrap up

 

General Education Statement:

a. This course meets the mission of General Education at Eastern Oregon University by challenging students to become critical, creative thinkers and engaged, knowledgeable citizens, open to new ways of looking at the world. 

b. This course meets the general education requirement component II, “General Knowledge: Disciplinary Breadth, Category One – Study of Aesthetics and Humanities.”

1.      Students will demonstrate their understanding of the contexts and times of the music explored and the influences of the preceding and following musical practices.

2.      Students will be able to discuss and analyze the aesthetic features of the music covered and make sound aesthetic judgments and express themselves effectively by writing reviews of recorded performances.

 

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on academic probation or suspended from the university, or a combination of these sanctions.  (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student Handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academic), p.f32ff; Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p. 41ff.)

 

If you have a documented disability or suspect you may have a learning problem, and need reasonable accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234.  Telephone 962-3081
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