EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
College of Arts and Sciences 

English 339: Literary/Film Genres
4 units

Instructor: 
Nancy Knowles 
Office: Loso 146--(541) 962-3795 
E-mail: nknowles@eou.edu 
Office hours: TBA 

Catalog Description: Intensive study of one literary or cinematic genre. 

Prerequisites: ENGL: 206, and one British or American survey course; upper division standing.

General Education Information and Outcomes: New General Education Aesthetics and Humanities

ENGL 339 meets the mission of General Education by challenging students to think critically about literature and/or films. Students who complete ENGL 339 will demonstrate their ability to interpret texts based on genre by 

1. reading one genre critically,

2. distinguishing among genres, 

3. understanding the influence of history, culture, and literary theory on genre, 

4. identifying the distinguishing features of one genre, 

5. making sound aesthetic judgments about that genre, and 

6. expressing their interpretations effectively. 

Means of Assessment (linked to all outcomes) and Grading: 

· Participation in classroom discussion and activities, including group work--10% 

· Generation of in-class writing as a means of exploring new ideas--10% 

· Critical papers analyzing the readings--75% 

· Final essay examination--5% 

Required Materials: 

McKeon, Michael, ed. Theory of the Novel. 
Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver's Travels. 
Dickens, Charles. Hard Times. 
Woolf, Virginia. Mrs. Dalloway. 
Atwood, Margaret. The Blind Assassin. 
College dictionary 
Style manual including MLA format 

Course Requirements: 

· Read all assigned readings by the date they appear in the syllabus. Bring text to class. 

· Successful learning depends on active participation in class discussion and activities. Absence, lack of preparation, and unwillingness to share ideas or to work during class time detract from participation credit. Help me help you to manage absences by contacting me in advance when absence is necessary. 

· I expect each participant to conference with me at least once outside class. 

· In-class writing will function as open-book, open-note quizzes graded on insight and depth of analysis not grammar. 

· Deadlines for generative writing and rough drafts must be met. Late work will be penalized. 

· Final drafts must be accompanied by earlier notes, outlines, and drafts demonstrating substantial revision, copies of all cited secondary materials, a works cited page, and a completed self-evaluation. 

· I may require further revision or proofreading beyond the final draft, and I will accept any revisions you choose to make to the First Paper until the last day of class. All revisions must be accompanied by the graded draft. Revision grades, if higher, will replace the initial grade, but revision does not guarantee a higher grade. 

· The final examination is an institutional requirement. Rescheduling the final requires permission from the course instructor and the Dean of Arts & Sciences. 

Extra Credit awarded for: 

· Excellent participation 

· Extra conferences with me 

· Visits to the Writing Lab (submit blue form) 

Course Rules and Guidelines 

Course Schedule: 
  

	Date
	Class Activities
	Assignments Due/Reading Calendar

	3/31M
	Introduction to course
	 

	4/1T
	Overview of the novel genre
	Frye #1

	4/3R
	18th-century genre developments
	Swift Part I

	 
	 
	 

	4/7M
	Swift and 18th-century genre
	Swift Part II

	4/8T
	Swift and 18th-century genre
	Watt #14

	4/10R
	Swift and 18th-century genre
	Swift Part III

	 
	 
	 

	4/14M
	Discussion of First Paper
	Swift Part IV

	4/15T
	Swift and 18th-century genre
	Armstrong #19

	4/17R
	Swift and 18th-century genre
	 

	 
	 
	 

	4/21M
	First Paper workshop 
19th-century realism
	Generative writing for First Paper due 
Dickens Book I 

	4/22T
	Dickens and 19th-century realism
	McKeon #27

	4/24R
	No class
	Dickens Book II 
Write at least two pages of First Paper

	 
	 
	 

	4/28M
	Dickens and 19th-century realism
	Dickens Book III

	4/29T
	First Paper Response Groups
	Bring 3 copies of complete rough draft

	5/1R
	20th-century reaction to 19th-century realism
	Start Woolf 
Woolf #34

	 
	 
	 

	5/5M
	Discussion of Second Paper
	Continue Woolf

	5/6T
	Woolf and 20th-century modernism
	Cohn #21

	5/8R
	Woolf and 20th-century modernism
	Continue Woolf

	 
	 
	 

	5/12M
	Woolf and 20th-century modernism
	Complete Woolf

	5/13T
	Woolf and 20th-century modernism
	Bejamin #31

	5/15R
	Second Paper workshop 
Late 20th-century genre developments
	Atwood Parts I-III 
First generative writing for Second Paper due

	 
	 
	 

	5/19M
	Atwood and postmodernism
	Atwood Parts IV and V

	5/20T
	Attend Spring Symposium
	Robbe-Grillet #37

	5/24R
	Atwood and postmodernism
	Atwood Parts VI-VIII 
Second generative writing for Second Paper due

	 
	 
	 

	5/26M
	Atwood and postmodernism
	Atwood Parts IX-XI

	5/27T
	Atwood and postmodernism
	Hutcheon #38

	5/29R
	Second Paper response groups
	Bring three copies of complete rough draft

	 
	 
	 

	6/2M
	Atwood and postmodernism
	Complete Atwood

	6/3T
	Blind Assassin as postcolonial
	Appiah #40

	6/5R
	Course Evaluations
	Final Draft of Long Paper with supporting materials

	 
	 
	 

	6/11W
	Final Examination 10 AM -12 PM
	Essay Exam: bring outline and text




