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Policy

Students may arrange to substitute the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) for the University Writing Requirement (UWR) if…

1. they entered the university prior to Fall 2004, were continuously enrolled (as defined in the EOU Catalog), and took two or more of the program-specific UWR courses (not including WR 121) prior to those courses’ inclusion in that program, or

2. their program failed to designate lower-division UWR options and two upper-division UWR courses in the program.

Procedures

1. Students petitioning to substitute the WPE for the UWR should contact the Writing Coordinator for approval and explain why the WPE is needed. The Writing Coordinator may request transcripts. Wherever possible, course substitutions will be made within the UWR before substituting the WPE. 
2. Students whose petitions to substitute the WPE are approved will arrange with the Advising Office to pay the fee and take the WPE. If the student is a distance student, DDE will also be contacted to arrange for a proctored exam environment. 
3. All WPEs will be returned to the Advising Office and then forwarded to the Writing Coordinator, who will arrange for readers. 

4. Scored WPEs will be returned to the Advising Office for student notification.

5. After the first unsuccessful WPE attempt, the student must contact the Writing Coordinator for assistance before being allowed to retake the WPE. If the second attempt is unsuccessful, the student must satisfy the UWR for his or her major in order to graduate. If the student’s program has not designated appropriate courses, the student’s program advisor will assist the student in choosing approved UWR courses. 
