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Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:
HIST 112
Name of Course:
World History since 1500
Catalog Description:  We all take the modern world for granted and for better or worse, depending on your point of view, it’s probably here to stay. This course investigates the basic issues that have dominated world history since 1500, focusing on the relationship between world civilizations in an increasingly “globalized” environment. Among these issues are modernization and resistance to modernization, imperialism and colonialism, commerce and global capitalism, and the complex relationship between individual freedom and state power. This period of history is uniquely influenced by the radical transformation of Europe beginning in the early 1500’s; accordingly the course will attempt to discover the meaning of this transformation, to clarify the basis of modern European (and American) power, and to assess the modernization from the perspective of non-European civilizations. We are living out the consequences of historical choices made during this crucial period, and only a competent grasp of world history will allow us to improve the quality of the choices we make from this point forward. 
Credit Hours:  5


Time and place of the course: Varies

	Instructor
	Matthew Wells
	

	Office Location
	ACK 204-C
	

	Phone; Email
	2-3079
	

	Office Hours
	W/R 10-12
	


General Education Category:

This course fulfills the GenEd requirement for General Knowledge: Disciplinary Breadth, Category One: Study of Aesthetics and Humanities; Category Two: Study of Human Behavior; Category Three: Study of the Natural World; Category Four: Study of the Arts and Creative Process; Category Five: Study of Logic, language, and Culture

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will achieve or enhance college-level competence in skills such as close reading, critical thinking, note taking, and writing. Students will also practice “soft skills” required for any job or professional field such as the timely submission of work, attendance, and public speaking/group discussion.

University Writing Requirement Outcomes:

Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

       Peter N. Stearns, et al. Documents in World History, vol. 2   
       Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto
       Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe      

      William H. McNeill. A World History (3rd edition). Oxford, 2003.
Brief Outline of Course: 

1. Course Introduction: “World History” in space and time.


Thursday: DWH 1, 8, 9


QUIZ #1
2. Europe and the Americas transformed


Tuesday: DWH 2, 3, 4, 12, 13, 14, 17

Thursday: begin Robinson Crusoe (pp. 1-80)

QUIZ #2

3. Ming and Qing China; contemporary Japan and Korea.


Tuesday: 10, 11; handout

Thursday: continue Robinson Crusoe (pp. 81-160)


NO CLASS MONDAY: MLK DAY


QUIZ #3

4. Enlightenment Europe and Czarist Russia


Tuesday: DWH 5, 6, 7, 15, 16, 20, 21

Thursday: finish Robinson Crusoe
QUIZ #4
5. Colonialism and Imperialism


Tuesday: DWH 22, 24, 25, 30, 31, 32, 33

Thursday: begin Communist Manifesto
QUIZ #5
6. Revolution, Resistance, and Reform
Tuesday: DWH 18, 19, 21; 23, 26, 27

Thursday: Communist Manifesto
QUIZ #6
7. The Great War and the Creation of the Modern Middle East 


Tuesday: DWH 34, 36, 37, 40, 41


Thursday: Film
8. World at War

Tuesday: DWH 35, 38, 43, 45

Thursday: handout

TERM PAPER ROUGH DRAFT DUE FRIDAY 
9. The End of Colonialism?


Tuesday: 47, 48, 49 

Thursday: 50, 51, 52, 53

QUIZ #7
10. The Cold War and a “New World Order”


Tuesday: 39, 42, 44, 46,

Thursday: 54, 55, 56, 57, 58

QUIZ #8
TERM PAPER FINAL DRAFT IS DUE NO LATER THAN THE END OF THE SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM PERIOD

Course Requirements and Means of Assessment:

Class assignments will emphasize the development of close reading skills and writing mechanics through a combination of source annotations, short, in-class writing assignments, and a 5-7 page term paper. No exams will be given.
    Annotations are due at the beginning of the class for which the reading is assigned according to the syllabus. Late annotations will not be graded.
    Quizzes are open note and will be given most Fridays; because they will reflect the lecture material, attending lecture is strongly encouraged.
    Paper topics and writing guidelines will be given to students well in advance. Please note that a COMPLETE rough draft of the term paper is due during week eight. Consider this a hard deadline for the paper: without the rough draft, you will fail the paper assignment.
    Attendance of Wednesday workshops is mandatory. Each absence from a workshop section will effect your grade (-3% from the final grade); more than three un-excused absences will result in a failing grade for the course. It is important that you talk to the professor if you have a good reason to be absent from discussion, such as a serious illness.

Grading Policies: 
Please note that you must complete all of the assignments to pass the course. A final score of 70% is required for P/NP grading. Grades for this course are not curved and represent a raw percentage score (i.e. 87-89%=B+). The final grade will break down in the following way:
        Source Annotations: 60% 
        Quizzes: 15% 
        Term Paper: 25%

Statement on Academic Misconduct:
Plagiarism and cheating are very serious in a university setting. Plagiarism may be defined as the submission of the work of others for academic credit without indicating the source. Students caught cheating on assignments or plagiarizing material for papers will receive a failing grade for the course and face potential disciplinary action from the university such as probation, suspension, or expulsion. Please talk to me or consult the Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html if you have any questions about this.

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:
If you believe you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability that may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, you are encouraged to contact Disability Services in 234 Loso Hall or call 962-3081.
NOTE: Class schedule and assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.
Syllabus Prepared By: Matthew Wells
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